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THE LIFE OF PAUL 
Week 2: Paul’s Conversion and Early Ministry and First Missionary Journey 

 
 I. INTRODUCTION 
 II. THE EARLY LIFE OF PAUL 
 III. THE CONVERSION AND COMMISSION OF PAUL 

A. The Christ Encounter on the Damascus Road, Acts 9:1–9; 22:1–11; 26:9–18 
vv. 1–2 — Damascus was about 135 miles from Jerusalem (almost a week’s journey by 

foot, 3–5 days on horseback) in the province of Syria and had a large Jewish 
population. 

v. 5 — “I am Jesus” — Imagine the shock. 
“whom you are persecuting” — by persecuting Christians, Paul was persecuting 
Christ. 
 

B. Ananias’s Ministry to Paul, Acts 9:10–19a; 22:12–16 
v. 12 — This revelation to Paul was during the three-day period of v. 9. He had already 

been told some things in his encounter with Christ on the Damascus road—cf. 
26:16–18 and Rom 11:13, “the apostle to the Gentiles.” 

v. 15 — Paul was already aware of what Ananias was told to tell him (cf. 26:16–18). 
 

 IV. THE EARLY MINISTRY OF PAUL 
A. Paul’s Conversion Evidenced in Damascus, Acts 9:19b–22 

B. Paul’s Sojourn in Arabia, Gal 1:15–18a 
Acts 9:23 — “After many days had gone by” — Between vv. 22 and 23 comes Paul’s stay 

in Arabia which lasted for probably a little less than three years. 
Why did Paul go to Arabia: Preaching or reflection? 

C. Paul’s Escape from Damascus, Acts 9:23–25; 2 Cor 11:32–33 
D. Paul’s Reception at Jerusalem, Acts 9:26–30; 22:17–21; Gal 1:18b–20 

v. 26 — “came to Jerusalem” — Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem, which came three years 
after his conversion. Cf. Gal 1:18. 

v. 28 — According to Gal 1:18, this visit lasted fifteen days. 
E. Paul’s Ministry in Tarsus, Acts 9:30–31; Gal 1:21 

v. 30 — “Tarsus” — Apparently Paul took a ship since he went to the seaport of 
Caesarea. This agrees with his statement in Gal 1:21 about going to Cilicia. 

v. 31 — Paul’s conversion ended the immediate persecution of the church. 
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Paul remained in the Tarsus area until Acts 11:25, a period of about seven 
or eight years. During this time, Peter conducts an itinerant ministry in 
Lydda, Joppa, and Caesarea, culminating in the conversion of Cornelius. 
We next meet Paul in connection with the founding of the church at 
Antioch. 
 

F. Paul’s Ministry in Antioch, Acts 11:19–26 
1. The founding of the church, 11:19–24 

v. 19 — Looks back to 8:1, 4. Antioch in Syria was at this time the capital of the 
Roman province of Syria. 

2. Paul enlisted in the work, 11:25–26 
v. 25 — This would have been about A.D. 44 or 45. Why choose Paul? 
v. 26 — “Christians” —  

G. Paul’s Second Return to Jerusalem for Famine Relief, Acts 11:27–30; 12:25; Gal 2:1–10 
v. 27 — “prophets” — The ministry of NT prophets included both prediction of the 

future as well as exhortation based upon revelation from God. 
vv. 29–30 — This is Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem, often called the “famine-relief 

visit,” and corresponds to the visit of Gal 2:1–10, which took place around 
A.D. 46. 

 
 V. THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 13:1–14:28 

A. The Missionaries Sent Out, Acts 13:1–3 
v. 1 — “Herod the tetrarch” — Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee and Perea (4 B.C.–A.D. 

39) 
v. 2 — “Holy Spirit said” —  

B. The Mission on Cyprus and Mark’s Departure, Acts 13:4–13 
v. 4 — “Seleucia” — The seaport of Antioch. 

“Cyprus” — The home of Barnabas. It became a senatorial province in 22 B.C. 
 

v. 5 — “Salamis” — The most important city of the island and the administrative center 
for its eastern half. 

v. 6 — “Paphos” — Capital of the province—about 100 miles from Salamis. 

“Bar-jesus” — Aramaic for “Son of Jesus” or “Son of Joshua.” 
v. 8 — “Elymas” — Probably a Semitic word meaning “sorcerer.” 

v. 9 — “Saul, who was also called Paul,” — Paul did not change his name at this point. 
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v. 12 — “the proconsul…believed” — The conversion of Sergius Paulus was a turning 
point in Paul’s whole ministry—the legitimacy of a direct approach to and full 
acceptance of Gentiles apart from any distinctive Jewish stance. Cf. 14:27; 15:3 

v. 13 — “Perga in Pamphylia” — Perga was the capital of the Roman province of 
Pamphylia. 
“John left” — Various suggestions have been given as to why he went back to 
Jerusalem — cf. 15:36–38. 

C. At Antioch of Pisidia, Acts 13:14–52 

1. A welcome extended at Antioch, 13:14–15 
v. 14 — “Pisidian Antioch” — It was called the “Pisidian Antioch” in order to 

distinguish it from other cities named “Antioch” (cf. 11:19) because it was 
near Pisidia. 

2. Paul’s synagogue sermon at Antioch, 13:16–41 
This is the first of Paul’s sermons to be recorded in any detail. However, like most of 
the sermons in Acts, it is probably only a summary of what was spoken. 

3. Varying responses to the sermon, 13:42–45 

vv. 42–43 — The initial response in the synagogue was favorable. 
v. 45 — When the Jews saw the crowds, their initial interest turned to antagonism—

Paul was directly approaching Gentiles without first relating them in some 
way to Judaism. 

4. To the Jews first, but also to the Gentiles, 13:46–52 
v. 50 — The “God-fearing women of high standing” were probably the wives of the 

“leading men of the city.” 
D. At Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe and the Return to Antioch, Acts 14:1–28 

1. The ministry at Iconium, 14:1–7 
v. 1 — “Iconium” — It was about 80 miles southeast of Antioch and part of the 

province of Galatia. 
v. 4 — “apostles” — Barnabas is called an apostle (also v. 14) but this may be the 

more general use of the term meaning “messenger” or “missionary.” Cf. Phil 
2:25, 2 Cor 8:23. 

v. 6 — Lystra and Derbe are called Lycaonian cities because when Paul left Iconium, 
he moved into a different region even though he was still in the province of 
Galatia.  

2. The ministry at Lystra, 14:8–20a 
v. 8 — “Lystra” — It was about 20 miles from Iconium on the Via Sebaste. Lystra 

became a Roman colony in 6 B.C. 
vv. 11–13 — The excitement caused the people to revert from Greek to their native 

Lycaonian language. They identified Paul as Hermes, who was the 
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spokesman for the gods, “because he was the chief speaker.” 
vv. 19–20 — Some have thought that Paul died and was resurrected and that this is the 

occasion of his being caught up “to the third heaven” in 2 Cor 12. But 
the text clearly says that Paul did not die only that the crowd thought he 
was dead. 

3. The ministry at Derbe and return to Antioch, 14:20b–28 
v. 20 — Derbe was about 60 miles southeast of Lystra on the eastern border of 

Galatia. Derbe was the home of Gaius, a later companion of Paul (20:4). 
v. 28 — “And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.” At this time, about 

A.D. 49, Paul wrote his epistle to the Galatians, that is, to the churches of 
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. 

 
 VI. PAUL THE LETTER WRITER 

A. Form of Paul’s Letters — Paul’s letters similar to other letters that written during Paul’s 
day except that his were generally longer. 

B. Use of an Amanuensis — For various reasons, including the fact that the coarse grain of 
papyrus made writing tedious, it was usual to dictate letters to a professional scribe or 
secretary, called an amanuensis. This was apparently Paul’s usual practice — Rom 16:22; 
Gal 6:11; 1 Cor 16:21; Col 4:18; 2 Thess 3:17. But cf. Philemon 19. 

C. Transmission of Paul’s Letters — The Emperor Augustus had established a postal system, 
but it was only for official dispatches, not for private citizens like Paul. Therefore, the 
average citizen had to rely on special messengers or friendly travelers (cf. Col 4:7–8; Eph 
6:21–22; Phil 2:25–28). 

D. Order of Paul’s 13 Letters 
1. Canonical Order: Generally according to length — Romans the longest to Philemon 

the shortest. 
2. Chronological Order: 

a. Galatians h. Philemon 
b. 1 Thessalonians i. Ephesus 
c. 2 Thessalonians j. Philippians 
d. 1 Corinthians k. 1 Timothy 
e. 2 Corinthians l. Titus 
f. Romans m. 2 Timothy 
g. Colossians 

 


