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THE LIFE OF PAUL 
Week 3: Galatians and 2nd Missionary Journey 

 
 I. INTRODUCTION 
 II. THE EARLY LIFE OF PAUL 
 III. THE CONVERSION AND COMMISSION OF PAUL 
 IV. THE EARLY MINISTRY OF PAUL 
 V. THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 13:1–14:28 
 VI. PAUL THE LETTER WRITER 

A. Form of Paul’s Letters — Paul’s letters similar to other letters that written during Paul’s 
day except that his were generally longer. 

B. Use of an Amanuensis — For various reasons, including the fact that the coarse grain of 
papyrus made writing tedious, it was usual to dictate letters to a professional scribe or 
secretary, called an amanuensis. This was apparently Paul’s usual practice — Rom 16:22; 
Gal 6:11; 1 Cor 16:21; Col 4:18; 2 Thess 3:17. 

C. Transmission of Paul’s Letters — The Emperor Augustus had established a postal system, 
but it was only for official dispatches, not for private citizens like Paul. Therefore, the 
average citizen had to rely on special messengers or friendly travelers (cf. Col 4:7–8; Eph 
6:21–22; Phil 2:25–28). 

D. Order of Paul’s 13 Letters 
1. Canonical Order: Generally according to length — Romans the longest to Philemon 

the shortest. 
2. Chronological Order: 

a. Galatians  (A.D. 49) h. Philemon. (A.D. 61) 
b. 1 Thessalonians. (A.D. 51) i. Ephesus. (A.D. 61) 
c. 2 Thessalonians. (A.D. 51) j. Philippians. (A.D. 62) 
d. 1 Corinthians. (A.D. 55) k. 1 Timothy. (A.D. 66) 
e. 2 Corinthians. (A.D. 56) l. Titus. (A.D. 66) 
f. Romans. (A.D. 56) m. 2 Timothy. (A.D. 67) 
g. Colossians. (A.D. 61) 

 
 VII. GALATIANS. 

A. Destination — Galatian was originally a Greek ethic term for people whom the Romans 
called Gauls because some Gauls (France) had migrated there in the 3rd century B.C. In 
the 1st century B.C. the Romans moved into Asia Minor and took control of this area. In 
25 B.C. the area became an imperial province under a Roman governor. The name Galatia 
refers to the Roman province whose territory included the cities which Paul visited on his 
first missionary journey (Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe). 

 
B. Date and Place of Writing — Paul wrote this letter from Antioch following his first 

missionary journey (Acts 13–14), just prior to the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15). The date 
would have been approximately A.D. 49.  



Community Bible Church Instructor: Bill Combs 
 

 2 

 
C. Occasion and Purpose 

1. The problem that prompted the Galatian letter was the attempt by certain agitators, 
often called Judaizers, to force Gentile converts in these churches to observe Old 
Testament law and to accept a doctrine of justification on the basis of personal merit. 
These agitators were Jewish outsiders who professed to be Christians. 

 
2. Paul writes in order to combat the false teaching of the Judaizers and, thus, to rescue 

the churches. He finds it necessary to spend a good deal of time defending his 
apostleship because the Judaizers had tried to gain acceptance for their teachings by 
disparaging him. 

 
D. Outline 

1. Introduction, 1:1–9 
2. Paul’s Authority Defended, 1:10–2:21 
3. True Doctrine Explained: The Argument for Justification by Faith, 3:1–4:31 
4. Christian Practice Exhorted, 5:1–6:10 
5. Concluding Summary, 6:11–18 
 

 VIII. THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL, ACTS 15:1–29 
Jews believed that Gentiles could share in the promises to Israel (Gen 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; Isa 
49:6; 55:5–7; Zeph 3:9–10; Zech 8:22), but only by coming through the door of Judaism. In 
the early church those Gentiles who had come to acknowledge Jesus as Messiah had been 
either full proselytes or near proselytes (“God-fearers”). But Paul had upset this idea with his 
preaching directly to Gentiles in Cyprus and Galatia. Paul’s new policy for reaching Gentiles 
(Acts 14:27) seemed to many Jewish Christians to undercut the basis and thrust of the 
ministry of the Jerusalem church. 
 

A. The Delegation from Syrian Antioch, Acts 15:1–4 

v. 1 — “Unless you are circumcised…you cannot be saved” —  
B. The Nature and Course of the Debate, Acts 15:5–12 

vv. 7–11 — Peter speaks as an apostle and missionary. 
C. The Summing up by James, Acts 15:13–21 

vv. 13–18 — James had become the leader of the Jerusalem church. 
vv. 19–21 — The decision of the council vindicated Paul’s ministry by agreeing that 

Gentiles did not have to keep the law and be circumcised. However, James 
argues that Gentiles must refrain from some food and conduct. 

D. The Decision and Letter of the Council, Acts 15:22–29 
The recommendation of James was accepted by the whole council. The decision was sent 
back to Antioch with Paul, Barnabas, and two leaders of the Jerusalem congregation—
Judas and Silas. 
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E. The Reception of the Council’s Decision and the Letter, Acts 15:30–35 
 

 IX. THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 15:36–18:22 
A. Disagreement and Two Missionary Teams, Acts 15:36–41 

v. 36 — The victory for Gentile evangelization at the Jerusalem Council would be a great 
impetus for further evangelism. 

v. 39 — “sharp disagreement” — Luke does not indicate who was to blame for this. Paul 
seems to have been later reconciled to Barnabas (1 Cor 9:6) and Mark (Col 4:10; 
Phlm 24; 2 Tim 4:11). 

v. 40 — Silas was a leader in the Jerusalem church (15:22) and was explicitly identified 
in the Jerusalem letter as one who could speak with authority on the attitude of 
the Jerusalem church (15:27). 

B. Paul Adds Timothy to the Team in Galatia, Acts 16:1–5 
v. 1 — Timothy was apparently a previous convert of Paul (cf. 1 Cor 4:17, “my son”) who 

may have been saved on Paul’s first missionary journey (cf. 14:8ff.).  
v. 3 — “circumcised him” — This would appear to be an inconsistency on Paul’s part in 

light of the recent decision at Jerusalem and his letter to the Galatians. 
C. Divine Direction for the Mission, Acts 16:6–10 

v. 6 — “the region of Phrygia and Galatia” means Galatic Phrygia, the area of Phrygia that 
had been incorporated into the province of Galatia. 

v. 8 — “Troas” — Located about 10 miles south of ancient Troy. The emperor Augustus 
made it a Roman colony. 

v. 10 — The beginning of the first “we section.” Apparently, Paul, Silas, and Timothy 
were joined by Luke at this point. 

 
D. At Philippi, Acts 16:11–40 

1. Arrival in the city, 16:11–12 

v. 11 — “Neapolis” — The seaport for Philippi, ten miles away. 
v. 12 — “Philippi” — In 356 B.C. Philip II of Macedon (the father of Alexander the 

Great) changed the name of the original city from Krenides (“springs”) to 
Philippi after himself. In 42 B.C. it was the site of the victory of Mark 
Anthony and Octavian (later Augustus) over Brutus and Cassius (Julius 
Caesar’s murderers). In honor of the victory Philippi became a Roman 
colony with many army veterans settling there. It was located on the Via 
Egnatia that ran from Dyrrachium and Egnatia in the east to Byzantium in the 
west. 

2. The conversion of Lydia, 16:13–15 
v. 14 — “Thyatira” — A city in the Roman province of Asia famous for making 

purple dyes and for dyeing clothes. 
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“worshiper of God” — Lydia was a Gentile God-fearer. 
3. The demon-possessed girl, 16:16–18 

v. 17 — “Most High God” — Used by Jews for Yahweh (Jehovah) (Num 24:16; 
Ps 78:35; Isa 14:14; Dan 3:26, etc.) and by Greeks for Zeus. 

4. Paul and Silas in prison, 16:19–34 
v. 19 — “their hope of making money was gone” — The reason the owners were 

upset was economic, but they expressed their anger in terms that appealed to 
the latent anti-Semitism of the people (“these men…being Jews,” v. 20) and 
their racial pride (“us…being Romans,” v. 21). 

v. 21 — The charge here is that Paul is advocating an illegal religion. 
v. 33 — “his family were baptized” —  

5. Paul and Silas leave the city, 16:35–40 
v. 37 — “beat us publicly without a trial” — this was illegal treatment for a Roman 

citizen. 
v. 40 — This ends the “we” section and the next one does not begin until Paul passes 

through Philippi on his 3rd missionary journey (20:5–6). 

E. At Thessalonica, Acts 17:1–9 
v. 1 — “Amphipolis” — It was 33 miles southwest of Philippi on the Via Egnatia. 

“Apollonia” — It was 27 miles passed Amphipolis on the Via Egnatia. 
“Thessalonica” — It was 40 miles past Apollonia (100 from Philippi) on the Via 
Egnatia. Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia. 

v. 2 — “three Sabbath days” — From the account in Acts it may appear that Paul spent 
only about three weeks in Thessalonica. However, this was probably only his 
synagogue ministry. 

F. At Berea, Acts 17:10–15 
v. 10 — “Berea” — About 50 miles west of Thessalonica and south of the Via Egnatia. 
v. 15 — “The men who escorted Paul” to Athens may have provided lodging for Paul 

with some of their relatives.  

G. At Athens, Acts 17:16–34 
1. Inauguration of a ministry, 17:16–21 

v. 16 — “Athens” — Athens was located in the province of Achaia, which became a 
senatorial province in A.D. 44 with Corinth as its capital. 

v. 18 — “Epicurean” — Epicureanism and Stoicism were the chief philosophies in 
Paul’s day. Epicurus (341–270 B.C.) believed that the world and everything 
in it was made up of the chance combinations of tiny indivisible atoms. 
Though gods may exist, they are far away and have no interest in human 
affairs. 
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“Stoic” — “The Cypriote Zeno (340–265 B.C.) was the founder of Stoicism, 
which took its name from the ‘painted Stoa’ (colonnade or portico) where he 
habitually taught in the Athenian agora. His teaching centered on living 
harmoniously with nature and emphasized man’s rational abilities and 
individual self-sufficiency. 

v. 19 — “Areopagus” — The Areopagus was the chief judicial body of Athens and 
exercised jurisdiction in such matters as religion and education. 

2. Paul’s address before the Areopagus, 17:22–31 
Paul never quotes Scripture in his speech at the Areopagus; however, it should be 
noted that before the confrontation at the Areopagus began, Paul had already been 
preaching Jesus and the resurrection (v. 18). Thus, his address before the Areopagus 
was not presented in a vacuum. Although Paul did not quote from the OT, he was 
absolutely true to the biblical message (there are 23 allusions to the OT in vv. 24–31). 

 
3. The response to Paul’s address, 17:32–34 

v. 32 — “resurrection of the dead” — Most Greeks except the Epicureans believed in 
the immortality of the soul but not a bodily resurrection.  

H. At Corinth, Acts 18:1–17 

1. Arrival at Corinth, 18:1–4 
v. 1 — “Corinth” — It was one of the oldest Greek cities but was destroyed by the 

Romans in 146 B.C. In 46 B.C. Julius Caesar had the city rebuilt as a Roman 
colony, and in 27 B.C. Augustus made it the capital of the senatorial province 
of Achaia.  

v. 2 — Since Aquila and Priscilla are not said to have been among Paul’s converts, 
they may have been converted in Rome.  

2. An eighteen-month ministry, 18:5–11 
v. 11 — “a year and six months” — probably from the fall of A.D. 50 to the spring of 

A.D. 52. 

3. Before the proconsul Gallio, 18:12–17 
v. 12 — “Gallio” — Gallio became proconsul of Achaia on 1 July A.D. 51. 
v. 13 — The Jews were charging that Paul was preaching an illegal religion and thus 

contrary to Roman law. 
v. 15 — Gallio saw the dispute between Paul and the Jews as an intramural religious 

dispute. Gallio’s responsibility, as he saw it, was to judge civil and criminal 
cases, not to become an arbitrator of intramural religious disputes. Thus, he 
did not need to hear Paul’s defense but ejected the plaintiffs from the forum 
as not having a case worth being heard by a proconsul. 

 


