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UNITY FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL: PHILIPPIANS 
Week 2: Partners in the Gospel Ministry 

Bbecause of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now (1:5) 
 
EXPOSITION 

I. INTRODUCTION, 1:1–11 
Letters written by people in Paul’s day generally followed a standard format. They usually 
began with a three-part greeting. First came the name of the writer; second the name of the 
recipient of the letter; and finally, a word meaning “greetings”. We see an example of this in 
James 1:1, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:  
Greetings.  
 
The next item in the introduction would usually be a thanksgiving and/or prayer to the gods 
for the health or well-being of the recipient. Paul also commonly follows this standard form 
but with some Christian modifications, particular to him. Instead of the word greetings, Paul 
uses the expression “grace and peace” or some variation of that. Also, the introductions to 
Paul’s letters are usually much longer than other letters from his day because his 
introductions usually contain items that foreshadow the major concerns of the letter itself, as 
is the case in Philippians. 
 
A. Greeting, 1:1–2 

(1:1) Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy people in Christ 
Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 

 
As I mentioned last week, “Paul and Timothy” are associated in the greeting, not because 
they were co-authors of the letter, but because Timothy was a well-known Christian 
leader, especially at Philippi, and was now with Paul in Rome. 
 
Paul does not use his title apostle, as he does in ten of his other letters, perhaps because 
he feels no need to stress his authority, which is not being challenged at Philippi. Also, 
Paul is making a personal appeal, writing a letter of friendship. 
 
Rather than calling himself an apostle, Paul refers to himself (and Timothy) as “servants 
of Christ Jesus.” This is the Greek word doulos, which normally denotes a “slave.” Most 
translations, however, translate it as “servant,” though some have used “slave” (NLV, NET 
BIBLE) or “bondservant” (NASB, NKJV). 
 
The recipients of this letter are named as “all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus” who 
resided in the Macedonian city of Philippi. I suggested that “unity for the sake of the 
gospel” as a possible theme for Philippians. One way we can see that is from Paul’s 
repetition of the word “all” in this letter (cf. 1:1, 4, 7 (twice), 8, 25; 2:17, 26; 4:21). Paul 
is writing to all the believers in Philippi who should be united for the sake of the gospel. 
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All believers are “holy people” through their spiritual union with Christ, a fact Paul often 
expressed by the phrase “in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1, 2; Eph 2:6, 10, 13; 3:6) or “in 
Christ” (Rom 12:5; 2 Cor 5:17). Christian are called “holy people” (or “saints”), not 
because they are perfect, but because they have been “sanctified,” which is the same 
word as “holy” in the original Greek. Sanctification means to “make holy.” 
 
“Overseers” or “bishops” were the chief administrative officers in local churches. The 
term is used interchangeably with elder in the NT and with the idea of “pastoring” (Acts 
20:17, 28; Titus 1:5, 7; 1 Peter 5:1–2; Eph 4:11). 
 
“Deacons” were the secondary officers in the church (1 Tim 3:8–13). The office was 
probably derived from that of the seven men referred to in Acts 6:1–7. 
 
Though “overseers and deacons” were the two orders of officers in the local NT churches 
(1 Tim 3:1–13), Philippians is the only letter to mention them in its greeting. Why Paul 
includes them here is nowhere stated and not entirely discernible. 
 
(1:2) Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The traditional greeting in the Greco-Roman world was, as we noted earlier, “greeting” 
(chairein). In Paul’s hands this now becomes the related word “grace” (charis) to which 
is added the traditional Jewish greeting “peace” (Gk. eirēnē, Heb. shalōm). In a sense, 
grace sums up the whole of Paul’s theological outlook. 
 

B. Thanksgiving, 1:3–8 
As we noted earlier, in Paul’s letters the content of the thanksgiving anticipates many, if 
not most, of the issues to be addressed later in the letter. 
 
1. Initial statement of thanksgiving, 1:3–5 

(1:3) I thank my God every time I remember you. (1:4) In all my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy 
 
Paul begins his letter by thanking God for his readers. He follows this pattern in all 
his letters except Galatians, where the absence of a thanksgiving is apparently due to 
the serious matters at hand. 

 
Paul thanked for the Philippians “every time” he thought of them. Whenever Paul 
prayed for the Philippians, he was thankful for them. 
 
Paul had happy memories of the Philippians such that he could always pray for them 
“with joy.” Verse 4 contains the first of five uses of “joy” in Philippians (others are 
1:25; 2:2, 29; 4:1). In addition, the verb “rejoice” appears seven times (1:18; 2:17, 18, 
28; 3:1; 4:4 [twice]), and the compound “rejoice with” occurs twice (2:17, 18). 
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(1:5) because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
 
Paul now states the reason (“because”) for his thanksgiving. What caused Paul the 
deepest satisfaction was the Philippians’ “partnership in the gospel.” The term 
“partnership,” koinonia, denotes “participation,” “fellowship” or “sharing,” literally, 
“to share with someone in something.” Paul is speaking of the Philippians’ 
cooperation in promoting or spreading the gospel. 
 
The cooperation (“partnership,” koinonia) of the Philippians is to be understood in its 
widest sense, though it certainly included their financial help. Paul uses koinonia to 
speak of the Macedonians’ contribution to the Jerusalem saints (Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 
8:4). The church at Philippi seemed to be the one most dedicated with furthering the 
ministry of the gospel by financially supporting Paul’s missionary efforts. Phil 4:15, 
“Now you yourselves also know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, 
when I had departed from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of 
giving and receiving, except you only.” 
 
“From the first day” corresponds to “in the beginning of the gospel” in 4:15. The 
Philippians had cooperated with Paul from the first time he came to Macedonia, about 
ten years earlier, right up until the present time. 
 

2. Expansion of the thanksgiving, 1:6–8 
(1:6) being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul now gives a further but closely related reason for his thanksgiving for the 
Philippian believers, which is his assurance that God’s work of salvation in their lives 
cannot be frustrated. It was God who had produced their transformed lives by the 
work of regeneration. So Paul was confident that God would continue this work until 
Christ’s return. The “good work” refers to the salvation begun at their conversion. 
 
The completion of our salvation takes place on “the day of Christ Jesus.” This phrase 
occurs with only slight variations six times in the NT, three of them in Philippians 
(1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6, 10; 2:16). The expression is similar to the “day 
of the Lord” (1 Thess 5:2) and the OT “day of Jehovah” (Amos 5:18–20). However, 
in contrast to the OT emphasis on judgment, the “day of Christ Jesus” is mentioned in 
all cases with reference to the NT church. 
 
(1:7) It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; 
and whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share 
in God’s grace with me. 
 
In v. 6 Paul has made it clear that God is the author of the Philippians’ salvation, but 
now he shifts focus again in v. 7. He commends them, not God, for their faithfulness 
in supporting him whatever the circumstances. Paul’s assurance that the Philippians 
will persevere to the end arises from the external, visible evidence that their lives 
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provided. 
 

By saying that the Philippians were in his “heart,” Paul was using a figure of speech 
that denotes not just emotions or sentiment, but the essence of consciousness and 
personality. The word heart included both the mind and will, referring to a person’s 
innermost being. 
 
The word “chains” is often used to denote “imprisonment” or “prison” (1:13, 14, 17; 
Col 4:18; Phlm 10, 13. 
 
Although it might have been dangerous to identify themselves openly with Paul, the 
Philippians had treated his difficulties as their own and had come to his assistance 
with their gifts: both in his imprisonment (“chains”) and his legal proceedings 
(“defense and confirmation of the gospel”). 
 
(1:8) God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul now introduces a mild oath (“God can testify”) in order to emphasize how deep 
his affection is for the Philippians. 

 
Paul’s “longing” for the Philippians probably includes both his desire to see and be 
with them and his concern that they remain true to the gospel. 


