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LIFE IN THE LOCAL CHURCH: 1 CORINTHIANS 
Week 27: The Offering for Jerusalem 

 
IV. PROBLEMS COMMUNICATED BY OFFICIAL LETTER, 7:1–16:12 

E. The Resurrection, 15:1–58 

F. The Collection for the Lord’s People, 16:1–11 

This chapter begins with the phrase “now about,” which we have noted indicates that Paul is 
taking up an issue the Corinthians have asked him about in their letter to him (7:1, 25; 8:1; 
12:1). It appears that they are requesting additional instructions concerning their part in the 
collection for the poor in Jerusalem, especially how they are to go about it and how it is to get to 
Jerusalem. Since these instructions included a word about his coming to pick up the collection 
(v. 3), Paul includes some information about his own travel plans in connection with his visit 
(vv. 5–9). This in turn reminds him that Timothy may very well be arriving in the meantime, so 
he includes a word about how they are to receive him (vv. 10–11). 
 
This letter to the Corinthians church was written around A.D. 55 while Paul was in Ephesus 
during his 3rd missionary journey. Paul was first involved in providing relief for the Jerusalem 
church when he and Barnabas brought a “gift” from the church at Antioch in around A.D. 46 
(Acts 11:29–30; 12:25). This visit is described in some detail in Galatians 2:1–10, which Paul 
wrote in A.D. 49. Paul remarks that visit he agreed with the leaders of the Jerusalem church that 
the Gentile churches under Paul’s supervision would continue to “remember the poor,” which 
Paul says was “the very thing I had been eager to do all along” (Gal 2:9–10). Having established 
churches in provinces of the eastern Roman Empire (Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, and Achaia), 
Paul is laying plans to evangelize the western regions of the Empire (Romans 15:23–28). Before 
he departs for the west he plans to return to Jerusalem to deliver a benevolence offering from the 
churches he had established. 
 
1. The time and method of contribution, 16:1–2 

 
(16:1) Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian 
churches to do. 
 
The fact that Paul does not signify whom this collection is for argues that he had previously 
solicited a contribution from the Corinthian church (we know from Romans it is for “the 
poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem,” Rom 15:26). However, the church still had 
questions about the offering and so mentioned them in their letter to Paul. The word 
translated “collection” is used in documents from Paul’s day to refer to financial 
contributions and especially for engaging in a collection for sacred purposes. We learn from 
Romans 15:26–27 that Paul hoped the gift would strengthen the bond between the Gentile 
and the Jewish Christian communities and that it would demonstrate that Christian unity 
transcended ethnic barriers. 
 
The Galatian churches refers to those in Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra that 
Paul had founded on his first missionary journey in Acts 13–14. 
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(16:2) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be 
made. 
 
Paul now repeats the instructions that he had given to the Galatian churches (v. 1). The first 
day of every week was not the sabbath (Saturday) but Sunday, the day of Christ’s 
resurrection (Matt 28:1). Christians began to gather together to celebrate on Sunday 
sometime soon after that (John 20:19; Acts 20:7). The mention of “the first day of every 
week” along with the purpose that “when I come no collections will have to be made” 
suggests the setting aside of money would not be just the setting apart within one’s own 
possessions but the setting aside of the money by presenting it to the leaders of the church 
(cf. Acts 4:34-5:2). Otherwise, it would not matter which day a person chose to set money 
aside and collections would still need to be made upon Paul’s arrival. 
 
The amount to be given is “in keeping with your income.” In speaking about this same 
offering in 2 Corinthians 8–9. There Paul says, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work” 
(2 Cor 9:6–8). No one is exempted from giving since Paul exhorts “each one” of the 
Corinthians to participate. 

 
2. The method of distribution, 16:3–4 
 

(16:3) Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and 
send them with your gift to Jerusalem. (16:4) If it seems advisable for me to go also, they 
will accompany me. 
 
Paul explains how their financial gift will be brought to Jerusalem. It is a sign of the 
church’s autonomy that they were to choose their own representative to carry the gift to 
Jerusalem. Paul will write letters of introduction for them when he comes to Corinth. Such 
letters of introduction, or commendation, were a regular part of business dealings in the 
ancient world (Acts 15:23–29). Paul probably thought it wise not to take charge of what 
might be a large sum of money (coins). A large sum could be more safely carried by more 
than one individual. These representatives would insure the integrity of the matter. 

 
3. Travel Plans—Paul’s and Timothy’s, 16:5–11 
 

Back in chapter 4, when Paul was asserting his authority as their spiritual father, he told the 
Corinthians that he had sent Timothy to Corinth to “remind [them] of [his] way of life in 
Christ Jesus” (4:17), and that he himself would be coming “very soon” (4:19). Because he 
has just spoken again of his definite coming (“when I arrive,” 16:3) to finalize arrangements 
for the Jerusalem offering, Paul now explains some details of his travel plans in getting to 
Corinth. He also adds a word about the coming of Timothy and how he should be received. 
 
For now Paul is in Ephesus where he plans to stay until Pentecost (May/June, v. 8), which 
suggests Paul is writing this letter in the early spring. He will not come directly to Corinth 
by ship across the Aegean, but by way of Macedonia.  
 

Ephesus → Macedonia → Corinth → Jerusalem (possibly, v. 4) 
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(16:5) After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be going through 
Macedonia. (16:6) Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so 
that you can help me on my journey, wherever I go. (16:7) For I do not want to see you now 
and make only a passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.  

 
Paul will take the overland route through Macedonia to get to Corinth. His purpose in going 
through Macedonia is obviously to visit the churches he established in Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea. Paul had personally not been back to these churches since 
founding them, about four years earlier. He probably plans to spend late spring and summer 
in Macedonia. Sea travel ceased in the winter months because of the weather, so if Paul 
cannot finish his ministry in Corinth by late September, he may spend the winter with them. 
 
Paul emphasizes that he would like to spend a good deal of time with them and not “make 
only a passing visit” (v. 7), probably because he believes the church has a number of issues 
that need addressing. The verb “help me on my journey” is a technical term for providing 
someone with food, money, and traveling companions so as to ensure a safe and successful 
arrival at their destination. What that destination would be, Paul does not say, only, 
“wherever I go.” It may be to Jerusalem if he travels with those carrying the offering (v. 4). 
But we know from the book of Romans, which he will write from Corinth when he arrives 
there in a few months, that he wished to take up a new ministry in the western Roman 
Empire with Rome as his base (Rom 15:23–29) 
 
 (16:8) But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, (16:9) because a great door for 
effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. 
 
Pentecost is the Greek name for the Jewish Feast of Weeks, one of three primary Jewish 
festivals, along with Passover and Booths/Tabernacles. Pentecost took place fifty days after 
Passover (Lev 23:15; Deut. 16:9-10). It was an agricultural festival that came to be 
associated with promises of divine blessing and restoration. Christians came to associate it 
with the blessing of the Holy Spirit after the experience recorded in Acts 2:1-33, which took 
place on the Day of Pentecost. In this context, “Pentecost” is probably a reference to a 
season (like we speak of “Christmas”) rather than to the actual feast. For Paul the season of 
Pentecost means that summer would have arrived, which would be the most favorable time 
for travel by sea. 
 
The “open door” images refers to the positive reception to the gospel message at Ephesus. 
Paul uses this expression of an “open door” later in 2 Corinthians 2:12, speaking of ministry 
opportunities in the city of Troas, which he traveled to upon leaving Corinth, and also in his 
letter to the Colossians, asking that God would “open a door” for the gospel in Rome 
(Col 4:3). Though Paul sees great possibilities for gospel ministry in Ephesus, he indicates 
he has already encountered opposition. This will culminate in the episode with riot 
instigated by the silversmiths in Acts 19. 
 
(16:10) When Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is with you, for 
he is carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am. (16:11) No one, then, should treat him 
with contempt. Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to me. I am expecting 
him along with the brothers.  
 
Paul had first mentioned Timothy’s trip to Corinth back in 4:17. Why Timothy would have 
something to fear from the Corinthians is not clear. But it may relate to Paul’s own rocky 
relationship with the church, which is always under the surface of 1 Corinthians and comes 
out strongly in 2 Corinthians, where we learn that there is a direct challenge to Paul’s 
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apostolic authority (chapters 10–13).  
 
From what we read in 2 Corinthians, which was written from Macedonia a few months after 
Paul left Corinth, Paul did not end up following the travel plans he laid out in v. 5. 
 

Ephesus → Macedonia → Corinth → Jerusalem (possibly, v. 4) 
 
Instead, Paul decided to make two visits to Corinth along with his visit to Macedonia. In 
2 Corinthians 1:15–16, he lays out a different itinerary 
 

Ephesus → Corinth → Macedonia → Corinth → Judea (now definitely).  
 
But when Paul got to Corinth, it turned out to be what Paul called a “painful visit” (“So I 
made up my mind that I would not make another painful visit to you,” 2 Cor 2:1). It was 
“painful” because some person or persons in the church attacked Paul and challenged his 
authority. So Paul immediately returned to Ephesus. 
 

Ephesus → Corinth (=the “painful visit”) → Ephesus (where the Demetrius riot 
occurred, Acts 19) 

 
This visit is not mentioned in Acts but seems to be required by the data in 2 Corinthians. 
Paul refers to his next “coming” as his third one (2 Cor 12:14, 21; 13:1–2).  
 
After the Demetrius riot (Acts 19), Paul leaves Ephesus following this itinerary: 
 
Troas (2 Cor 2:12–13) → Macedonia (2 Cor 7:5—the place of writing of 2 Cor) → Corinth 
(Acts 20:2–3). 
 
Romans 15:26 suggests that Paul and Corinthians got things patched up since the 
Corinthians participated in the offering for Jerusalem (“For Macedonia and Achaia were 
pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem”). But at 
this point Paul may have feared that Timothy might not be well received since Paul knew 
that the feelings against himself in this church was strong and that it would almost certainly 
overflow toward Paul’s man, Timothy. Paul explains (“for”) that Timothy should have 
nothing to fear since “he is carrying on the work of the Lord.” But in case they do not 
understand, Paul adds a word of warning: “No one, then, should treat him with contempt.” 
 
Who the “brothers” are who will accompany Timothy back to Ephesus we do not know (“I 
am expecting him along with the brothers”). They could be those who will be delivering the 
letter to the Corinthians, or perhaps Timothy has traveling companions with him, since to 
travel alone in the ancient world was rather dangerous. 

 
G. The Coming of Apollos, 16:12 

(16:12) Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to you with the brothers. He 
was quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the opportunity. 
 
Verse 12 begins with the final “now about” in this letter, indicating that what Paul writes is again 
in response to their letter to him—in this case a question concerning Apollos. Apollos had gone 
to Corinth (Acts 18:27) shortly afterward Paul’s brief first visit to Ephesus in Acts 18:19–21) and 
his three-year stay in Acts 19. 
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In the first major section of 1 Corinthians, the problem Paul tackled was with divisions in the 
church (1:10–4:21). Part of the problem was that various groups in the church were rallying 
around different teachers: “One of you says, ‘I follow Paul’; another, ‘I follow Apollos’; another, 
‘I follow Cephas’; still another, ‘I follow Christ.’” And later in 3:4, Paul adds: “For when one 
says, ‘I follow Paul,’ and another, ‘I follow Apollos,’ are you not mere human beings?” While it 
seems clear that Apollos himself was not in any way an instigator of these problems, his high-
profile presence had some unfortunate effects. So it may be doubtful that Paul himself would 
have initiated a request for Apollos to return to Corinth. Therefore, it seems likely that in their 
letter to Paul the Corinthians had requested Apollos’s return. Since the Corinthians wish his 
return and since Paul has no issue with Apollos personally, he indicates that he had “urged” 
Apollos to return to Corinth with “the brothers,” most probably meaning the three mentioned in 
v, 17—Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus. But Apollos rejected the Corinthians’ request, 
possibly because he did not want to be part of the internal strife being carried on partly in his 
name. 

 
V. CONCLUDING REMARKS, 16:13–24 

A.  General Exhortations, 16:13–14 
 

(16:13) Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. (16:14) Do 
everything in love. 
 
Paul begins his concluding remarks with five moral exhortations. Because they are short and 
without immediate context, they are difficult to interpret precisely. The first four bring to mind 
the image of a soldier and are the kinds of commands a commanding officer might give to his 
troops upon entering into battle. 
 
The Corinthians should “be on [their] guard” against corrosive influences, like those leading 
them away from the truth of the bodily resurrection. Instead, they are to “stand firm in the faith,” 
while always being “courageous” and “strong.” As far as their relationships with one another, 
they should “do everything in love.” This command obviously recalls the emphasis of chapter 13. 
 

B.  Commendation of Stephanas, 16:15–18 
 

(16:15) You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they 
have devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
(16:16) to submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and labors at it. 
 
Stephanas and his household were the first of Paul’s converts in Corinth, which was the capital 
of the province of Achaia. In fact Paul had personally baptized them (1:16). Both here and in 
1:16, the reference to “the household of Stephanas” probably indicates a man of wealth whose 
household included immediate family members, as well as slaves and freedmen who worked for 
Stephanas. They were an exemplary household who “devoted themselves to the service of the 
Lord’s people.” This strong commendation of Stephanas may suggest that he had been loyal to 
Paul during the ongoing tensions with the church. Stephanas was probably among the leadership 
in the church, since Paul urges submission to him and others who follow his example of laboring 
in the gospel ministry.  
 
We learn from v. 17 that Stephanas has come to Ephesus, probably bearing the letter from the 
Corinthians church. Thus Stephanus may have been Paul’s primary source of knowledge of many 
of the Corinthians’ problems. 
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(16:17) I was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have 
supplied what was lacking from you. (16:18) For they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such 
men deserve recognition. 
 
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus were apparently the bearers of the letter to Paul from the 
Corinthians church. They may have come to Ephesus on business and were able to carry the 
letter. Stephanas was previously singled out in vv. 15–16, but we know nothing of the other two 
men. The name Fortunatus means “blessed” or “lucky” and is a common Latin name among 
slaves and freedmen. Achaicus means “one who is from Achaia,” which is also a name given to 
slaves or takes by freedmen. This has led to the suggestion that these two were part of 
Stephanas’s household. 
 
The phrase “supplied what was lacking from you” occurs with almost identical wording in 
Philippians 2:30. The English translation gives the impression that Paul is rebuking the 
Corinthians for some failing. But the actual idea is that these three men supplied by their 
“arrival” or “presence” what had been lacking, which was the Corinthians’ “presence.” What 
Paul is saying is that he had not seem the Corinthians for some time (3 or 4 years), and the 
comings of these three men made up for that absence. In v. 18 Paul explains (“for”) that these 
men had, in fact” refreshed [Paul’s] spirit.” They “deserve recognition,” Paul says, because they 
were the kind of Christians who not only were able to “refresh [the] spirit” of Paul, but they also 
had that kind of ministry among their fellow believers in Corinth (“you also”). 
 
These men “deserve recognition.” Paul is probably commending and attempting to strengthen the 
position of leaders loyal to him and his gospel. These men will probably be carrying Paul’s letter 
(1 Corinthians) back to the church, so he wants the church to know that these leaders can be 
trusted to properly interpret and apply his teachings upon their return to Corinth. 

 
C.  Greetings from Others in Asia, 16:19–20 
 

(16:19) The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you 
warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.  
 
“The churches in the province of Asia” included the church at Ephesus, but probably a number of 
others, possibly started by Paul or his associates. During his three-year stay in Ephesus, Paul 
taught at a lecture hall in the city for two years “so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the 
province of Asia heard the word of the Lord” (Acts 19:10). We know that Paul’s coworker 
Epaphras began the church in Colossae (Col 1:7). Paul mentions churches in Laodicea and 
Hierapolis (Col 4:13). The book of Revelation mentions a number of others (Rev 2–3) that 
probably trace their founding back to Paul’s ministry. 
 
Aquila and Priscilla would be well-known to the Corinthians since they used to live in Corinth 
(Acts 18:2) and were Paul’s initial coworkers in the founding of the church. They accompanied 
Paul to Ephesus (Acts 18:18–19) and remained there while Paul returned to Jerusalem. There 
they encountered Apollos and “explained to him the way of God more adequately” (Acts 18:26). 
One of the house churches met at their home. 
 
(16:20) All the brothers and sisters here send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
 
Since Paul has just said in v. 19 that “the churches…send you greetings,” the “brothers and 
sisters here” may be a reference to Paul’s coworkers and traveling companions. The “holy kiss” 
reflects the common mode of greeting in Paul’s day (Rom 16:16; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Thess 5:26). It 
was a physical expression that conveyed the idea of a welcoming greeting. In the Christian 
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community it had no romantic overtones, but was a “holy kiss.” As we discussed in conjunction 
with the head covering in chapter 11, this is a culturally relative command that does not require 
we duplicate it exactly in our culture. We are required to be welcoming to our fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ in ways appropriate in our culture 

 
D.  Paul’s Final Greeting and Farewell, 16:21–24 
 

(16:21) I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 
 
Up to this point the actual inscribing of this letter was left to someone else, possibly Sosthenes 
(1:1). Paul often used a scribe, technically called an amanuensis, to actually take down his 
dictation. In Romans 16:22) the amanuensis is named: “I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, 
greet you in the Lord.” Sometimes, as we see here (see also Gal 6:11; Col 4:18; 2 Thess 3:17; 
Philm 19), Paul picks up the pen so that his readers can see his own handwriting, presumably to 
authenticate the letter. This is sort of like adding a signature to a typed letter in our day. 
 
(16:22) If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be cursed! Come, Lord! 
 
This language from Paul seems rather strong. “Cursed” is the Greek word anathema, which has 
come into English with the same idea. Paul uses it of those who would pervert the gospel of 
grace in Galatia (“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse!” Gal 1:8). Paul is probably warning 
those at Corinth who are in danger of departing from the truth. He has already issued these kinds 
of warning previously in this letter (1 Cor 3:17; 6:9). 
 
The phrase “Come, Lord1” is the Aramaic expression maranatha. It was used by early Christians 
as a prayer for the Lord’s return. 

 
 (16:23) The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. (16:24) My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The standard “good-bye” in the letters of Paul’s day was a single Greek word that can be 
translated something like “farewell” (Acts 15:29). Paul, however, closes all his letters with a 
“grace” benediction. The expression of his love might seem amazing in light of the contents of 
this letter, but it reveals his true heart and concern for the Corinthian church. 


