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  Does God Speak to Christians Today? 
 

 I.  Introduction 
 
 II. Revelation — The transmission of divine truth. 

A.  Definition — The disclosure of facts and ideas from God about his person and purposes.  
 

B. Types: 
1. General — God’s communication of himself to all persons at all times and in all 

places. It is called general in that (1) it is given to mankind in general and in that (2) 
it gives a general knowledge of God.  
  

a. Nature or creation: 
Ps 19:1–4 — “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard 
from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of 
the world.” 
 
Rom 1:20 — “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.” 

 
b. Providence: “Providence is that continuous agency of God by which He makes all 

the events of the physical and moral universe fulfill the original design with 
which He created it” (Strong, Systematic Theology, p. 420). Providence is God’s 
activity in supervising both human actions and human history in order to bring his 
creation to its predetermined goal and design. 

 
Acts 14:15–17 — “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like 
you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless 
things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 
everything in them. In the past, he let all nations go their own way. Yet he has 
not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain 
from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and 
fills your hearts with joy.” 

 
c. Conscience: 

Rom 1:29–32— “They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. 
They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they 
invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no understanding, 
no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God’s righteous decree 
that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these 
very things but also approve of those who practice them. 
 



Community Bible Church Instructor: Bill Combs 
 

 2 

Rom 2:14–15 — “(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature 
things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not 
have the law. They show that the requirements of the law are written on their 
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes 
accusing them, and at other times even defending them.)”  

 
2. Special — God’s particular communications and manifestations of himself to 

particular persons at particular times that could only be communicated by 
supernatural means. 

 
a. Methods of special revelation: 

(1) Miracles — Exod 6:1, “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Now you will see 
what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty hand he will let them go; 
because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.’” 

 
(2) Direct speech — Gen 12:1, “The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your 

country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show 
you.’” 

 
(3) Dreams — Matt 1:20, “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit.’” 

 
(4) Incarnation of Christ — Heb 1:2, “but in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe.” 

 
(5) Scripture — 2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” 
 

b. Scripture is the most important form of special revelation for believers today. 
Scripture uses words, human language, to make God’s revelation objective. 
1 Corinthians 2:13 says, “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human 
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with 
Spirit-taught words.” It is the only form of revelation that partakes of 
inspiration, ensuring that God’s revelation is sufficient and that it will be 
preserved—2 Timothy 3:16–17, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 
 III.  Inspiration — The recording of divine truth, creating an authoritative record. God’s 

revelation was designed to “thoroughly equip” (2 Tim 3:17) us and to give “us everything we 
need for a godly life through our knowledge of him” (2 Pet 1:3). 
A.  Definition — God’s superintendence of the writers of Scripture so that they wrote the 

Word of God. 
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B.  Scriptural Evidence: 
1.  2 Timothy 3:16 

a. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness.” (NIV) 

 
b. The phrase “given by inspiration” (KJV) or “inspired by God” (NASB) is more 

literally “God-breathed” (NIV) — Greek, theopneustos. 
 

2.  2 Peter 1:19–21, “We also have the prophetic message as something completely 
reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you 
must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation of things. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
3. 1 Corinthians 2:13 — “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human 

wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-
taught words.” 

 
C.  Explanation: 

1. Inspiration was not accomplished by dictation (except for a few portions like the Ten 
Commandments). 

 
2. Inspiration is verbal in that the very words are God-breathed. Jeremiah 1:9, “I have 

put my words in your mouth.” 1 Corinthians 2:13, “words taught by the Spirit.” 
Inspiration is plenary in that all of Scripture is inspired. 2 Timothy 3:16, “All 
Scripture is God-breathed.” 

 
3. Inspiration and human personality—a divine-human book. There is an organic 

confluence of human and divine authorship so that Scripture speaks with one voice. 
 

4. Inspiration and revelation 
a. In a general sense the Bible is God’s revelation to man—it is special revelation. 

 
b. Not all special revelation is in the Bible 

 
c. Not everything in the Bible is the product of direct revelation 

 
5. Inspiration and the sufficiency of Scripture 

a. With the inspiration of the book of Revelation, the last New Testament book, 
God’s revelation for the present age was finished. That means there is no special 
revelation going on today. God is not revealing anything new today. The Bible is 
sufficient to “thoroughly equip” (2 Tim 3:17) us and to give “us everything we 
need for a godly life through our knowledge of him” (2 Pet 1:3). This does not 
mean the Scripture speaks comprehensively about everything. 
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b. The tense in Greek used to describe Scripture speaks of a completed action that 

has continuing authority (“It is written,” see Matt 4:4, 7, 10). God is not revealing 
anything today; God is not speaking today. To be technically correct we must say, 
“God has spoken and what he said is still true and authoritative.” 

 
 III.  Illumination — The understanding and certainty of divine truth. 

A.  Definition — The work of the Holy Spirit that enables the believer to understand the 
significance of what the Bible says and accept it as true. 

 
B.  Scriptural evidence — 1 Corinthians 2:14–15, “The person without the Spirit does not 

accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and 
cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15The person 
with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to 
merely human judgments.” 

 
C.  Explanation — In light of this verse, then, it may appear that unbelievers cannot 

understand the Bible. However, what they cannot understand, because that lack the 
Spirit, is what we might call significance. But they can understand the meaning.  
1. Meaning — What an author intends by his choice of particular words in a particular 

grammatical form in a particular context. This can only be discovered by historical, 
grammatical, theological interpretation. 

 
2. Significance — Involves the application of the meaning of Scripture to an individual. 


