


Community Bible Church  Evangelism for the Fainthearted 

 22  

 
How Do We Proceed? 

 
There can be no doubt that one of God’s objectives for His people is to reach 
other people with the Gospel.  The Great Commission and many other 
passages make this clear.  One such passage is in Matthew 5: 
 

You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world…let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
(Matthew 5:13a, 14a, 16c) 
 

One way to view our responsibility and a methodology to fulfill it is in the 
formula: 
 

HP + CP +CC = MI1 
 

The MI stands for Maximum Impact: to have the greatest spiritual influence 
on those around us.  The passage quoted above provides two elements that 
allow us to have maximum impact, salt and light. 
 
The Impact of Salt 
 
Salt does at least three things:  It creates thirst, it adds spice, and it also 
preserves.  The fact is that Christian witness can do all three of these.  
Believers who live authentically before those in their sphere of influence 
often create a spiritual thirst in them.  Genuine Christians also put a little 
“zing” into a sometimes bland cup of soup.  By boldly but lovingly 
expressing what appears to be a radical point of view, believers put some 
spice into the lives of those around them.  And finally, the Bible teaches it is 
the Holy Spirit in believers that holds back the moral decay in society. 
 
Note:  Salt has none of these effects unless it possesses two qualities:  
potency and proximity.  That is, it must be potent enough to have an effect 
and it has to get close to whatever it’s supposed to impact. 
 
The potency and proximity represent the HP and CP in the equation above.  
HP is high potency and CP is close proximity.  It is easy to see that one 
without the other will have little impact.  If we endeavor to get close to 
unbelievers but have little to offer in our life and message, we will not have 
much effect.  On the other hand, many Christians have much to offer (high 
potency), but do not get involved with unbelievers and thereby achieve few  
results.  As one author has said, Christians must get out of the “saltshaker” 
in order fulfill their objective. 
 
 
                                                
1 Taken from Becoming a Contagious Christian, (Zondervan, 1994), pp. 40ff. 
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The Impact of Light 
 
To put it simply, light makes things visible so they can be seen for what they 
really are.  This is what we mean when we say we want to “shed some light” 
on an issue.  With regard to our witness, it means to clearly and attractively 
present God’s truth to others.  For instance, in 2 Corinthians 4:6 we read: 
 

God…made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
 

To illuminate the message of Christ it requires that we live out His 
teachings, but also that we explain His message with precision and accuracy. 
 
Thus, light provides the CC in our equation, clear communication. 
 
Note:  Contrary to much popular thinking, it is not enough to simply live out 
your faith and hope that those around you will see it, want it, and somehow 
figure out how to get it.  We must give a verbal witness of the Gospel.  
That’s why Romans 10:14 asks: …how can they believe in the one of whom 
they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them? 
 
Avoiding Fuzzy Math 
 
We each need to ask whether the following equation accurately describes the 
current condition of our lives: 
 

HP/high potency + CP/close proximity + CC/clear communication = 
MI/maximum impact 

 
Many Christians try to make fuzzy math work.  Some attempt to make 
impact with high potency without much proximity.  Others have so much 
proximity they lose the distinctiveness necessary to be salt.  But there is 
simply no alternative to cultivating and living all three elements in order to 
be effective witnesses for Christ. 
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Evangelistic Strategy 
 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  3 And pray for us, too, that 
God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am in chains.  4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.  5 Be wise in 
the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  6 Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone. (Colossians 4:2-6) 
 

• Establish Redemptive Relationships 
 

1) Contacts (4:2b, 5b) 
 

• Those you know 
• Those you used to know 
• Those you want to know 

 
2) Credibility (4:5a) 

 
3) Communication (4:6) 

 
• Personal witness 
• Personal invitation 
 

• Pray 
 

1) Opportunities (4:3) 
2) Boldness (4:4) 
3) Fruit (John 15:7-8) 

 
This lesson will take what been learned thus far out of the realm of theory 
and put it into concrete practice.  As such, this lesson will be a “how to” in 
sharing the gospel and identifying prospects.   
 
The Gospel Presentation 
 
The primary means of sharing the gospel is through the network of contacts 
God has provided to us.  Relational evangelism is a process rather than an 
event.  That is, it normally involves several steps before an opportunity for 
clear verbal witness can be given.  However, a verbal witness must be given.  
Therefore, it is essential that believers know how to present the Gospel. 
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Too often evangelism (the process of sharing the Good News) is reduced to 
a “once size fits all” approach.  However, a survey of evangelistic 
encounters in the Bible shows a different emphasis depending on the  
 
background of the audience.2  For instance, when Jesus spoke to the rich 
young ruler in Matthew 19, He confronted the man’s self-sufficiency by 
emphasizing his need to submit all things to the Lord: “…Go, sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.”    Yet, when the terrified Philippian jailer asked Paul and 
Silas what he could do to be saved, they replied simply: “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved.”   
 
Following is a suggested outline for use in presenting the Gospel:3 
 
1) God – The Loving Ruler and Creator 
 

God is the loving ruler of the world.  He made it.  And he made us to 
rule and care for the world – under this authority. 

 
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,  
for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their  
being.” (Revelation 4:11) 
 
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth  
…and he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he  
himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. (Acts 17:24-25)  
 
God as Creator emphasizes His ownership and independence from  
His creation. 
 

2) Humanity in Rebellion 
 

Clearly, when we look at the world, we can see that things are not the 
way they should be.  This is because we all reject God as ruler by 
trying to run our lives without Him.  Have we done a good job of 
running ourselves, our society and our world? 
 
There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands,  
no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together become  
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one. (Romans 3:10-12) 

                                                
2 The requirements for salvation are always the same – faith and repentance.  However, many people tend 
toward either/or rather than both/and.  The sensitive evangelist should emphasize that which lacks in the 
understanding of the unbeliever. 
3 The following outline taken from Two Ways to Live, Matthias Media. 
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Note this carefully:  Some people rebel quietly by just ignoring God.   
Others rebel more visibly by doing things that everyone recognizes as  
‘sinful’.  But either way, it’s just as much rebellion against God,  
whether we notice it or not.   
 
The real question is:  What will God do about it?  Let’s find out. 
 

3) God Won’t Let People Keep on Rebelling Forever. 
 

God cares enough about us to take our rebellion seriously, and to call 
us to account. 
 
…man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27) 
 
God’s punishment for rebellion is death and judgment.  This might 
sound hard, and some people don’t like to believe that God could feel 
so strongly about the way we rebel against him.  But justice isn’t 
justice unless it brings sin to account.  It’s wrong simply to turn a 
blind eye. 
 
However, God has provided a way out – and it’s free! 

 
4) Jesus – the Man Who Dies for Rebels. 
 

God loved the world so much, that he sent his Son; the man Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus obeyed God completely – he was the one man who 
deserved no punishment.  Yet by dying on the cross, he took our 
punishment, and brought us free forgiveness. 
 
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. (1 Peter 3:18) 
 
The death of Jesus is not the end of the story.  Before he died, Jesus 
claimed he would come back from the grave after three days.  At the 
time, nobody believed him.  But then… 
 

5) Jesus – The Risen Ruler 
 

God accepted Jesus’ death as payment in full for our sins and raised 
him from the dead.  Jesus conquered death, and now gives new life.  
One day he will return to judge the world. 
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God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every  
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth  
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the  
glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 
By rising from the dead, Jesus proved once and for all that he did 
indeed have all the power and authority he claimed he had as the Son 
of God.  That leaves us with only two options… 

 
6) The Two Ways to Live. 
 
 Our Way: 
 

• Reject God as Ruler 
• Try to run our own lives our own way 

 
Result: 
 
• Condemned by God 
• Facing death and judgment 

 
God’s New Way: 
 

• Submit to Jesus as our Ruler 
• Rely on Jesus’ death and resurrection 

 
Result: 
 

• Forgiven by God 
• Given eternal life 

 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God’s wrath remains on him. (John 3:36) 
 

What Next? 
 
If your audience prefers to think more about the points you’ve presented, 
recommend that he read the Gospel of Mark or John.  
 
If he’s ready to submit his life to God’s rule, instruct him to pray a simple 
prayer in his own words.  He should ask God’s forgiveness for ignoring and 
rebelling against Him.  He should ask God to help him submit to Jesus as 
ruler and rely on Jesus for forgiveness and eternal life. 
 



Community Bible Church  Evangelism for the Fainthearted 

 28  

 
From that point on, it’s a matter of living out the new way of life day by day 
– but remind him that he’s not on his own!  God will be with him all the 
way.  God will keep teaching him as he reads the Bible; God will listen and 
help as he prays; God will help him to change and to live His way; and God 
will provide people to encourage him along the way as he meets with other 
Christians. 
 
Who Next? 
 
Get started by taking the following action items: 
 

• Identify three people with whom to share the Good News: 
 

_________________ _________________ _______________ 
 

• Commit to reaching those three people for Christ through… 
 

o Daily prayer 
o Developing friendship 
o Choosing a method for sharing the message 

 


