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How Do We Relate? 

 
In order to overcome our understandable hesitance to give the Gospel, we’ve 
explored the grand purpose for which God has given the Gospel and all that 
undergirds it namely, to bring glory to Himself.  God is, with the Gospel, 
repairing the broken mirrors of lives that fail to fulfill their purpose of 
reflecting Him back to Him in the way they think and talk and act.  
Therefore, we should be motivated to overcome our faintheartedness 
because of the glorious purpose of the Gospel. 
 
We should also be compelled to give the Gospel because of its exquisite 
beauty.  Like a diamond that looks different but spectacular from every 
angle, the Gospel is multi-faceted and fascinating.  It delivers, rescues, saves 
us from the persuasion, power, penalty, position, practice, and presence of 
sin and gives us a new perspective, a new heart, a new record, a new family, 
a new life, and a new home (see page 11). 
 
Both the purpose and beauty of the Gospel should be sufficient motivation to 
face our fear and proclaim it.  But once we’ve overcome our psychological 
barrier to giving the Gospel, we must still overcome the practical barrier that 
exists between ourselves and those who need our message.  After all, the 
Bible describes a stark difference between believer and unbeliever, light and 
darkness, sin and righteousness, the church and the world, etc.  Therefore, it 
would be easy to develop an ‘us vs. them’ mentality that communicates to 
unbelievers that we don’t like them.  How do we traverse the chasm that 
exists between Christian and non-Christian in order to communicate the 
Good News?  
 
See Yourself in Them 
 
We should see in the non-Christian what we could and would be apart from 
the grace of God.  In keeping with the ethic of the second great 
commandment, we should ‘love our neighbor as ourselves’ (Matthew 22:39) 
and so fulfill the Golden Rule in ‘doing to others what you would have them 
do to you’ (Matthew 7:12). 
 
We should have compassion on those outside of Christ, as did our Lord, of 
Whom it was said, When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd 
(Matthew 9:36).  Jesus’ compassionate perspective resulted in a call to 
action: Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field’ (Matthew 9:37-28). 
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Jesus’ mission in coming to earth, to redeem a people of His very own, 
required that He proclaim the truth to those who need it.  The Bible quotes 
Jesus saying: 
 
 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
 Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
 up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. 
 Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:  
 
  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me  
  to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to   
  proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
  blind to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the  
  Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:16-19) 
 
When we see people as they are – spiritually bankrupt, bound, blind, 
oppressed – we’re seeing them as Jesus did, and should motivated as Jesus 
was, to ‘proclaim’ that is, give the Gospel. 
 
The apostle Paul was likewise moved to action when he saw the spiritual 
condition of the city of Athens: While Paul was … in Athens, he was greatly 
distressed to see that the city was full of idols.  So he reasoned in the 
synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the 
marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there.  
(Acts 17:16-17) 

Paul was spiritually aware, so that he saw the idolatry for what it was – a 
chasing after God-replacements – and his heart was moved intensely.  The 
word translated ‘distressed’ is the Greek word from which we get paroxysm 
– a seizure.  This is the air we breathe in our culture.  This is the ocean in 
which we swim. This is a world we live in, with idols of various forms that 
replace God.  As a result, our hearts should be broken on a regular basis 
when we see things are not the way they're supposed to be.  

Solomon summarized life lived foolishly, not for its intended purpose, in the 
Book of Ecclesiastes as ‘chasing after the wind.’  People live searching for 
someone or something to replace God and just, in effect, chase their tails, so 
to speak.  People go through life just chasing the wind and life for them is 
like a vapor that they try to grab onto and it goes through their fingers. That's 
the way the majority of people are living their lives and these are the people 
to whom we're called to take the good news of Jesus. 
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But the fact that people have made a mess of their lives is often the entry 
point that God uses for us to be able to bring in the good news. There are 
times where a person just finally hits bottom and they say, “I get it, it's 
messed up.  It's not supposed to work this way.  I'm not using my life as 
intended.  My body is ravaged with alcohol.  Okay, I get it.” “I've acquired 
some sexually transmitted disease.  Okay, I get it.”  Of course, not 
everybody does that. I'm not even saying most people do that.  But 
sometimes God uses that for somebody to say, “I get it. I'm going the wrong 
way.  I'm not using it as intended.”   

Of course, most of the people we deal with don’t have some overt, obvious 
consequence of their rejection of Christ but instead the consequences are 
internal – an empty heart with no direction.  Often a lonely heart with no 
direction, even with people around - lots of people around, lots of laughter, 
but lonely inside, and that mess is sometimes the thing that God uses to 
allow us to enter their world. 

So, in addition to the obvious consequences of sin there are the covert, 
internal consequences for the respectable person who shows up at work 
every day, the kids go to school, they're trying to save for them to go to 
college, etc.  They haven't killed anybody. They don't have a sexually 
transmitted disease as far as you know.  They're not alcoholics or drug 
abusers.  They're not any of that stuff.  What category do they fit in?  How 
should we view them?  If we don't see them as God sees them, then we will 
miss a huge segment of people who need to hear the good news of Jesus.  
Because behind all of that facade, people are still living, in the words of 
Henry David Thoreau, “quiet lives of desperation.” There’s a respectable 
façade, but these people are living off of stolen capital of the Biblical 
worldview.  

Marriage is one clear example.  It’s interesting that even unbelievers, when 
it’s time to get married, often want to get married in a church and if they 
can't get married in the church, they still want to get married by a minister.  
Why?  Because they’re living off of the stolen capital of the Biblical 
worldview.  After all, where did the whole idea of marriage of marriage 
involving God come from?  It came from a Biblical worldview at the very 
beginning of your Bible when God gave away the first bride.  God 
performed the first wedding.  And people know that.  They don't live for the 
God who did that, but they like to every now and then dip into His pockets, 
so to speak, and live off of the capital of the worldview that He has given us, 
including marvelous gifts like marriage, children, and families.  These are all 
things instituted by God, that people who reject God, who don't think about 
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God, still engage in and so how do we see that person? That person is 
appropriating what God has given and he's using it for his or her own end. 
And because we’re living, in part, off of the same worldview, it gives 
common ground that can bridge the gap between believer and unbeliever, 
since both have in common family matters, spouses, children, etc. 
 
Consider a couple that brings a child into the world but without any thought 
of God.  When that child gets to be about two or three at some point it dawns 
on Mom and/or Dad, “This kid's going to start asking us questions,” 
(because for the first several years that child has not been educated enough 
to believe they came into the world by accident - you need an education and 
a lot of faith to believe that!) “so I'm going to have to tell them where they 
came from.”  The kids are going to have this simple faith that's built in that 
says, “I came from God, so Mom and Dad, what about God?” 
 
We need to see people outside of Christ as He see them.  But instead, if 
we’re honest, what many of us do, instead of looking through eyes of 
compassion, we get ticked: “You people are really idiots.  You know that?  I 
mean, really?”  You look at what's on TV. You look at what people are 
doing with their kids, you look at what other people's kids are then trying to 
inflict on your kids and you just want to say “What is up with you,” right?  
But we’ve got to see those who need Jesus as Jesus sees them.  
 
See Yourself in Relation to Them 
 
One obstacle that Christians who are committed to holy living often face is 
how to avoid “being polluted by the world” (James 1:27) as we seek to 
witness to the world.  In other words, how can we relate to the world without 
being adversely affected by it? 
 
Isolation is not the answer.  Paul made this clear in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11: 
 
 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
 people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are 
 immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters.  In that case 
 you would have to leave this world.  But now I am writing to you 
 that you must not  associate with anyone who claims to be a brother 
 or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a 
 drunkard or  swindler.  Do not even eat with such people. 
 
In order to arrive at a biblically faithful answer to the question of our 
relationship to the world, we must first define what we mean by the ‘world’ 
or ‘worldliness’.  For many, they’ve caught if not been directly taught, that  
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worldliness is whatever people of the world do.  So, whatever they do, we 
don’t.  However, this does not take into account that, due to common grace, 
the world sometimes gets it right.  For example, some in the world still 
honor marriage.  In doing so, they’re stealing from the capital of the biblical 
worldview, but nevertheless they’re doing the right thing.  So, worldliness 
cannot be defined simply as, whatever the world does.   
 
A working definition of worldliness that takes into account all the Bible 
teaches on the matter is: Worldliness is fallen values expressed in culture.  
With that definition we can examine the culture of any time and place for its 
expressions in art and entertainment and media and discern what those 
forms/expressions represent, whether common grace or fallen values, and so 
accept the former and reject the latter. 
 
This approach in turn allows us to live in relation to unbelievers in the way 
Jesus said: They are … in the world … They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth (John 17:11, 16-17). 
 
There are four ways to relate to the world, and only one of those is correct.  
One can be … 
 
   IN  and  OF 
  
 
 
   NOT IN  and   NOT OF 
 
 
 
   NOT IN but  OF 
 
 
 
   IN  but  NOT Of 
 
 
 
 
See Yourself in Common with Them 
 
 


