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THE LIFE OF PAUL 
Week 4: Second and Third Missionary Journeys 

 
 VI. PAUL THE LETTER WRITER 
 VII. GALATIANS. 
 VIII. THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL, ACTS 15:1–29 
 IX. THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 15:36–18:22 

A. Disagreement and Two Missionary Teams, Acts 15:36–41 
B. Paul Adds Timothy to the Team in Galatia, Acts 16:1–5 
C. Divine Direction for the Mission, Acts 16:6–10 
D. At Philippi, Acts 16:11–40 
E. At Thessalonica, Acts 17:1–9 
F. At Berea, Acts 17:10–15 
G. At Athens, Acts 17:16–34 

1. Inauguration of a ministry, 17:16–21 
v. 16 — “Athens” — Athens was located in the province of Achaia, which became a 

senatorial province in A.D. 44 with Corinth as its capital. 
v. 18 — “Epicurean” — Epicureanism and Stoicism were the chief philosophies in 

Paul’s day. Epicurus (341–270 B.C.) believed that the world and everything 
in it was made up of the chance combinations of tiny indivisible atoms. 
Though gods may exist, they are far away and have no interest in human 
affairs. 
“Stoic” — “The Cypriote Zeno (340–265 B.C.) was the founder of Stoicism, 
which took its name from the ‘painted Stoa’ (colonnade or portico) where he 
habitually taught in the Athenian agora. His teaching centered on living 
harmoniously with nature and emphasized man’s rational abilities and 
individual self-sufficiency. 

v. 19 — “Areopagus” — The Areopagus was the chief judicial body of Athens and 
exercised jurisdiction in such matters as religion and education. 

2. Paul’s address before the Areopagus, 17:22–31 
Paul never quotes Scripture in his speech at the Areopagus; however, it should be 
noted that before the confrontation at the Areopagus began, Paul had already been 
preaching Jesus and the resurrection (v. 18). Thus, his address before the Areopagus 
was not presented in a vacuum. Although Paul did not quote from the OT, he was 
absolutely true to the biblical message (there are 23 allusions to the OT in vv. 24–31). 

 
3. The response to Paul’s address, 17:32–34 

v. 32 — “resurrection of the dead” — Most Greeks except the Epicureans believed in 
the immortality of the soul but not a bodily resurrection. 

  



Community Bible Church Instructor: Bill Combs 
 

 2 

H. At Corinth, Acts 18:1–17 
1. Arrival at Corinth, 18:1–4 

v. 1 — “Corinth” — It was one of the oldest Greek cities but was destroyed by the 
Romans in 146 B.C. In 46 B.C. Julius Caesar had the city rebuilt as a Roman 
colony, and in 27 B.C. Augustus made it the capital of the senatorial province 
of Achaia. 

v. 2 — Since Aquila and Priscilla are not said to have been among Paul’s converts, 
they may have been converted in Rome. 

2. An eighteen-month ministry, 18:5–11 
v. 11 — “a year and six months” — probably from the fall of A.D. 50 to the spring of 

A.D. 52. 

3. Before the proconsul Gallio, 18:12–17 
v. 12 — “Gallio” — Gallio became proconsul of Achaia on 1 July A.D. 51. 
v. 13 — The Jews were charging that Paul was preaching an illegal religion and thus 

contrary to Roman law. 
v. 15 — Gallio saw the dispute between Paul and the Jews as an intramural religious 

dispute. Gallio’s responsibility, as he saw it, was to judge civil and criminal 
cases, not to become an arbitrator of intramural religious disputes. Thus, he 
did not need to hear Paul’s defense but ejected the plaintiffs from the forum 
as not having a case worth being heard by a proconsul. 

 
 X. 1 & 2 THESSALONIANS 

A. Destination — Thessalonica was a large seaport at the northernmost point of the Thermaic 
Gulf, named for the wife of the Macedonian general Cassander, who was also the half-
sister of Alexander the Great. It was the largest and most important city in Macedonia, and 
the capital of the province. The majority of the people were Greeks with a sprinkling of 
Romans and Orientals. There was also a large Jewish population with a synagogue. 

 
B. Date and Place of Writing — Both letters were written from Corinth at the end of Paul’s 

2nd missionary journey. 2 Thessalonians was probably written about six months after the 
first letter. Since Paul probably arrived in Corinth in the fall of A.D. 50, a date around 
A.D. 51 for both letters is most likely. 

 
C. Occasion and Purpose 

1. 1 Thessalonians — Paul was writing in response to the report he received from 
Timothy (1 Thess 3:6). His purpose was to thank God for the church (1:2–10), to 
answer the false insinuations against himself and his associates (2:1–3:13), and to 
encourage proper Christian conduct (4:1–5:24). 

 
2. 2 Thessalonians — After writing the first epistle, Paul received further word about the 

condition of the church through some unknown channel. Apparently, the persecution 
of the Christians had grown worse, and they were being convinced by a pseudo-
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Pauline letter or other false representations that the end time was already present. This 
had led some to give up their work responsibilities even more than at the time of 
1 Thessalonians. Paul wrote to encourage them in the midst of their persecution (1:3–
10), to clarify events surrounding the Day of the Lord (2:1–17), and to encourage 
proper Christian conduct (3:1–18). 

 
D. Outline of 1 Thessalonians 

1. Salutation, 1:1 
2. Personal: Paul’s Relationship with the Thessalonians, 1:2–3:13 

3. Practical: Instructions in Doctrine and Life, 4:1–5:24 
4. Conclusion, 5:25–28 

 
E. Outline of 2 Thessalonians 

1. Salutation, 1:1–2 

2. Thanksgiving, Encouragement, and Prayer, 1:3–12 
3. Correction and Teaching Concerning the Day of the Lord, 2:1–12 

4. Renewed Thanksgiving and Prayer for Them, 2:13–17 
5. Exhortations Concerning Practical Matters, 3:1–15 
6. Conclusion, 3:16–18 

 
 XI. CLOSE OF THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 18:18–22 

v. 18 — “Cenchrea” — Corinth’s eastern port. 
v. 19 — “Ephesus” — It was the capital of Asia, which became a Roman province in 84 B.C. 

It was the leading commercial center of Asia Minor and most noted for its worship 
of Artemis (Lat. Diana) and her temple, which was one of the Seven Wonders of the 
World. Artemis was a fertility goddess, and each year one month was devoted to 
ceremonies in honor of Artemis, including athletic games, plays, and concerts. 
“Priscilla and Aquila” — They remained in Ephesus and were there in A.D. 55, 
hosting a church in their house, when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians (16:19) from 
Ephesus. However, by A.D. 56, when Paul wrote Romans, they were back in Rome 
(Rom 16:3). 
 

 XII. THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 18:23–19:40 
A. At Galatia, Acts 18:23 

v. 23 — Paul takes the same route as on his 2nd missionary journey revisiting the 
Galatian churches. 
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B. At Ephesus, Acts 18:24–19:40 
1. Apollos at Ephesus, 18:24–28 

v. 24 — Apollos came to Ephesus between Paul’s two visits in 18:19 and 19:1. 
“Alexandria” — It was founded by Alexander the Great in 331 B.C. and 
named after him. It was the capital of Egypt and the second largest city in the 
Roman Empire behind Rome. Alexandria had a population of possibly a half-
million, including a large Jewish population. 

v. 25 — The expression “taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the 
baptism of John” may mean that Apollos was familiar only with the teaching 
of John the Baptist regarding Jesus, which would include the fact that he was 
the Messiah and possibly something about his early ministry. This would 
mean he knew nothing of the finished work of Christ, Pentecost, and 
Christian baptism. 

v. 26 — Whatever the spiritual condition of Apollos, it was remedied by Priscilla and 
Aquila, who “explained to him the way of God more adequately.” The fact 
that he is not said to be baptized, and the apparent contrast with the 
“disciples” in the next chapter might suggest he was already regenerate. 

2. Paul encounters twelve men without the Spirit, 19:1–7 
v. 1 — “disciples” — This does not necessarily mean they were genuine. Luke’s 

practice is to portray the spiritual condition of his characters by their actions 
without always evaluating it. 

v. 2 — “that there is a Holy Spirit” — Although the expression might imply that these 
men had no knowledge of the Holy Spirit at all, this may not be so, since John 
the Baptist had spoken of the Spirit (Luke 3:16), and these men appear to be 
adherents of his message (v. 3). 

vv. 3–7 — These men may have been disciples of Apollos although one wonders why 
he himself did not enlighten them after his own instruction from Aquila 
and Priscilla. As with Apollos it is difficult to determine whether these 
men were already saved. Their baptism and subsequent display of spiritual 
gifts would seem to imply that they were saved at this time. 

3. A summary of the apostle’s ministry, 19:8–12 
v. 10 — “all…who lived in the province of Asia” — Probably at this time churches at 

Colosse (Col 1:7), Hierapolis (Col 4:13), and possibly the seven churches of 
Rev 2 & 3 were founded. 

4. The seven sons of Sceva, 19:13–20 
v. 13 — Some Jewish exorcists, on coming into contact with Paul and his preaching 

about Jesus, attempted to make magical use of this new name they had heard. 
v. 14 — “Sceva, a Jewish chief priest” — There is no record of a chief priest named 

Sceva. 
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5. Paul’s travel plans, 19:21–22 
v. 21 — “Paul decided to go to Jerusalem” — Paul felt that the eastern part of the 

empire had been sufficiently evangelized (cf. Rom 15:23). He therefore 
decided to return to Jerusalem and then go on to Rome. On the way he would 
revisit the churches of Macedonia and Achaia, ministering to them and 
gathering from them a collection for the Jewish Christians of Jerusalem (cf. 1 
Cor 16:1–4; 2 Cor 9:1ff.; Rom 15:26; Acts 24:17). 

6. The riot at Ephesus, 19:23–40 
v. 27 — Because Paul’s preaching had turned many away from the idolatry of the 

worship of Artemis, the economy of Ephesus was being affected. This upset 
the makes silver shrines of Artemis whose income was being negatives 
affected.’… When the gospel began to touch their income, the silversmiths, 
led by their guild master Demetrius, instigated a disturbance they hoped 
would turn the people against the missionaries and stir up greater devotion 
for the goddess Artemis—a greater devotion that would result in greater 
profits for them” (Longenecker, “Acts,” p. 503). 

v. 35 — “her image, which fell from heaven” — This may have been a meteorite that 
simply represented the goddess, possibly resembled the goddess, or, less 
likely, was carved into the image of the goddess. 

 XIII. 1 CORINTHIANS 
A. Destination — Corinth was one of the oldest Greek cities that the Romans conquered and 

destroyed in 146 B.C.. Julius Caesar had the city rebuilt as a Roman colony. In 27 B.C. 
Augustus Caesar made Corinth the capital of the province of Achaia. In A.D. 44 Achaia 
became a senatorial province. The population in Paul’s day was quite cosmopolitan with 
Roman colonists making up the majority but with a large colony of Jews. Corinth had a 
reputation as one of the most wicked cities of the Roman Empire. Corinth contained at 
least twelve temples (26 sacred places) devoted to the “gods many” (the Roman-Greek 
pantheon) and “lords many” (the mystery cults) mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 8:5. The chief 
deity was Aphrodite, the goddess of love. Her temple was located on top of Acrocorinth 
and was a center of sacred prostitution. The church was founded by the apostle Paul 
(1 Cor 3:6, 10; 4:15) on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1–18) in the fall of A.D. 
50. 

 
B. Place and Date of Writing — 1 Corinthians was written from Ephesus (1 Cor 16:5–9, 19) 

toward the end of his three-year residence (Acts 19:22) in that city on his third missionary 
journey, around A.D. 55. 

 
C. Occasion and Purpose — Paul had received reports from various individuals about the 

problems at Corinth (1 Cor 1:11; 5:1), as well as a letter from the church (1 Cor 7:1) Paul 
had to respond to their letter and to the spiritual situation at Corinth, which included the 
need to instruct and restore the church in its areas of weakness, correcting erroneous 
practices such as divisions (1:10–4:21), immorality (5:1–13, 6:12–20), litigation in pagan 
courts (6:1–8), abuse of the Lord’s Supper (11:17–34), and false teaching concerning the 
resurrection (chap. 15). 
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D. Outline 

1. Introduction, 1:1–9 
 
2. A Church Divided: Internally and against Paul, 1:10–4:21 
 
3. Problems Communicated by Common Rumor, 5:1–6:20 

 
4. Problems Communicated by Official Letter, 7:1–16:9 

a. Marriage and Related Problems, 7:1–40 
 

b. Food Sacrificed to Idols, 8:1–11:1 
 

c. Propriety in Public Worship, 11:2–34 
 

d. Spiritual Gifts, 12:1–14:40 
 

e. The Resurrection, 15:1–58 
 

f. The Collection for the Lord’s People, 16:1–9 
 

5. Concluding Remarks, 16:10–24 
 


