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THE LIFE OF PAUL 
Week 5: Third Missionary Journey, Imprisonment, and Voyage to Rome 

 
 XII. THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 18:23–19:40 

A. At Galatia, Acts 18:23 
B. At Ephesus, Acts 18:24–19:40 

 XIII. 1 CORINTHIANS 
A. Destination — Corinth was one of the oldest Greek cities that the Romans conquered and 

destroyed in 146 B.C.. Julius Caesar had the city rebuilt as a Roman colony. In 27 B.C. 
Augustus Caesar made Corinth the capital of the province of Achaia. In A.D. 44 Achaia 
became a senatorial province. The population in Paul’s day was quite cosmopolitan with 
Roman colonists making up the majority but with a large colony of Jews. Corinth had a 
reputation as one of the most wicked cities of the Roman Empire. Corinth contained at 
least twelve temples (26 sacred places) devoted to the “gods many” (the Roman-Greek 
pantheon) and “lords many” (the mystery cults) mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 8:5. The chief 
deity was Aphrodite, the goddess of love. Her temple was located on top of Acrocorinth 
and was a center of sacred prostitution. The church was founded by the apostle Paul 
(1 Cor 3:6, 10; 4:15) on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1–18) in the fall of A.D. 
50. 

 

B. Place and Date of Writing — 1 Corinthians was written from Ephesus (1 Cor 16:5–9, 19) 
toward the end of his three-year residence (Acts 19:22) in that city on his third missionary 
journey, around A.D. 55. 

 

C. Occasion and Purpose — Paul had received reports from various individuals about the 
problems at Corinth (1 Cor 1:11; 5:1), as well as a letter from the church (1 Cor 7:1) Paul 
had to respond to their letter and to the spiritual situation at Corinth, which included the 
need to instruct and restore the church in its areas of weakness, correcting erroneous 
practices such as divisions (1:10–4:21), immorality (5:1–13, 6:12–20), litigation in pagan 
courts (6:1–8), abuse of the Lord’s Supper (11:17–34), and false teaching concerning the 
resurrection (chap. 15). 

 

D. Outline 
1. Introduction, 1:1–9 

2. A Church Divided: Internally and against Paul, 1:10–4:21 
3. Problems Communicated by Common Rumor, 5:1–6:20 

4. Problems Communicated by Official Letter, 7:1–16:9 
a. Marriage and Related Problems, 7:1–40 
b. Food Sacrificed to Idols, 8:1–11:1 

c. Propriety in Public Worship, 11:2–34 
d. Spiritual Gifts, 12:1–14:40 

e. The Resurrection, 15:1–58 
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f. The Collection for the Lord’s People, 16:1–9 
5. Concluding Remarks, 16:10–24 

 

 XIV. CONTINUATION OF THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY—RETURN TO 
MACEDONIA AND ACHAIA, Acts 20:1–3a 
v. 1 — “Macedonia” — Leaving Ephesus Paul moved north to Troas, where he expected to 

meet Titus, whom he had earlier sent to Corinth to deal with and report on the 
situation in the church (2 Cor 2:12–13), but did not meet him until he reached 
Macedonia (2 Cor 7:5–7). From Macedonia Paul wrote 2 Corinthians in A.D. 56. 

v. 2 — “Greece” — The popular name for the Roman province of Achaia.  
v. 3a — “three months” — Probably his three months (v. 3) were spent in Corinth. From 

Corinth Paul wrote Romans in A.D. 56. 
 

 XV. 2 CORINTHIANS 
A. Destination — See 1 Corinthians 
 

B. Date and Place of Writing — Paul wrote 2 Corinthians in A.D. 56 from Macedonia 
following his meeting with Titus (2:13; 7:5–6; 8:1; 9:2–4). The exact location is unknown 
though Philippi seems likely. 

 

C. Occasion and Purpose — Titus’ encouraging report prompted Paul to reestablish better 
relations with the church (7:6–16) and regain their confidence by demonstrating the 
validity of his ministry. In order to do this, Paul also needed to defend his apostleship 
against false teachers who had infiltrated the church (10–13). There was also the necessity 
for further instruction regarding the collection (8:6–7, 10–11; 9:3–5) in order to get the 
Corinthians to fulfill what they had promised. 

 

D. Outline 
1. Greeting and Thanksgiving, 1:1–11 

 

2. Paul Defends His Ministry Against Criticism, 1:12–7:16 
 

3. The Collection for the poor Christians in Jerusalem, 8:1–9:15 
 

4. Paul’s Apostolic Authority, 10:1–13:10 
 

5. Final Greetings, 13:11–14 
 

 XVI. ROMANS 
A. Destination — Rome was the capital of the Empire and its largest city with about a million 

people, half of which were slaves. There was a large Jewish population, which is attested 
by the existence of several synagogues. The church was not founded by Paul (cf. 1:8–15 & 
15:23ff.). It had been established some years before Paul wrote his letter by either 
converts from the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) or converts from elsewhere in the Empire. 

 

B. Date and Place of Writing — Romans was written around A.D. 56 from Corinth at the end 
of Paul’s 3rd missionary journey (cf. Rom 15:23ff.; Acts 19:21; 20:3).  
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C. Occasion and Purpose — Paul was planning to visit Rome (15:22–25) and Phoebe was 
available to send a letter to them. Paul wanted the assistance of the Romans in his 
missionary trip to Spain (15:24), including their prayer support (15:30–32). If Rome is to 
be Paul’s new home base, like Antioch had been, then he needed to ground the already 
established Roman church in his understanding of the gospel, which is, in fact, the only 
true understanding of the gospel. 

 

D. Outline 
1. Introduction, 1:1–15 
2. Statement of the Theme, 1:16–17 
3. The Revelation of the Righteousness That is from God by Faith Alone, 1:18–4:25  
4. The Life Promised for Those Who Are Righteous by Faith, 5:1–8:39 
5. The Vindication of God’s Righteousness in His Dealings with Israel, 9:1–11:36 
6. The Obedience to Which Those Who Are Righteous by Faith Are Called, 12:1–15:13 
7. Conclusion, 15:14–16:27 
 

 XVII. CLOSE OF THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY, ACTS 20:3B–21:16 
A. From Corinth to Troas, Acts 20:3b–12 

v. 3b — “plot against him” — apparently, a plot to kill him at sea or as he got on the ship 
at Cenchrea. 

v. 4 — These men were delegates sent to accompany Paul with the offering he had 
collected from their churches to be given to the churches of Judea (2 Cor 8:19, 
23). 

v. 6 — “we” — The 2nd “we” section begins here at Philippi (through 21:18) with Luke 
joining Paul’s party. 

v. 7 — “the first day of the week” = Sunday. Early Christians met on Sunday rather than 
on Saturday, the Sabbath, presumably because Sunday was the day of Christ’s 
resurrection. 

B. From Troas to Miletus, Acts 20:13–16 
v. 13 — At Troas Paul and his party took a coastal vessel that was to stop at various ports 

along the western coast of Asia Minor. 
v. 15 — “Miletus” — 30 miles south of Ephesus. 

C. Paul’s Farewell Address to the Ephesian Elders, Acts 20:17–38 

D. On to Jerusalem, Acts 21:1–16 
vv. 1–2 — At Patara they left their coastal vessel and found a large merchant ship going 

nonstop to Tyre, a journey of about 400 miles, which took about five days. 
v. 8 — “Philip the evangelist” — Last mentioned in Acts 8, twenty years earlier. 
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XVIII. VARIOUS EVENTS AND PAUL’S DEFENSES AT JERUSALEM, ACTS 21:17–23:22 
A. Arrival at Jerusalem, Acts 21:17–26 

v. 18 — With this verse the 2nd “we” section comes to an end. The “we” is dropped in 
21:19–26:32 probably because Paul is the focus of the narrative, and all of these 
events happened only to him. 

v. 19 — Undoubtedly at this time, Paul also presented the collection from the Gentile 
churches. Cf. 24:17 

B. Arrest in the Temple, Acts 21:27–36 
vv. 27–29 — Jews from Asia who had come to Jerusalem for Pentecost instigated a riot 

under the pretense that he had brought Trophimus, the Gentile 
representative from Ephesus (20:4), beyond the barrier that separated the 
court of the Gentiles from the temple courts reserved for Jews only. 

vv. 33–35 — The commander arrested Paul because he thought he was a criminal, but 
when he asked the mob about his crime, he got no clear answer.  

C. Paul’s Defense Before the People, Acts 21:37–22:22 
v. 37 — “‘Do you speak Greek’” — The commander apparently thought that Paul was a 

local Jewish troublemaker and thus was surprised at Paul’s fluent Greek. 

v. 1 — Paul seeks to defend himself from the charge that he is a Jewish apostate. 
v. 22 — During most of Paul’s defense the crowd had listened with a certain respect, but 

when he spoke of being directed by divine revelation to leave Jerusalem and go 
far away to Gentiles who had no relation to Judaism, that was the last straw. 

D. Paul Claims His Roman citizenship, Acts 22:23–29 
vv. 23–24 — The commander, who did not speak Hebrew/Aramaic, was at a loss to 

ascertain why the people were rioting. Therefore, he decided to find out the 
truth by examining Paul using torture. 

v. 25 — “Roman citizen” — Roman citizens were exempt from examination under 
torture. The verbal claim to Roman citizenship was accepted at face value; 
penalties for falsifying documents and making false claims of citizenship were 
exceedingly stiff, usually death. 

E. Paul’s Defense Before the Sanhedrin, Acts 22:30–23:1 
 

F. A Plot to Kill Paul, Acts 23:12–22 
vv. 12–15 — Failing in their earlier plot to kill Paul in the temple precincts, more than 

forty fanatical Jews resolved to do away with him by ambushing him in the 
narrow streets of Jerusalem. 

 XIX. IMPRISONMENT AND DEFENSES AT CAESAREA, ACTS 23:23–26:32 
A. Imprisonment at Caesarea, Acts 23:23–35 

vv. 23–24 — Since the commander could not risk having a Roman citizen assassinated 
while in his custody, he took steps to transfer Paul to the jurisdiction of 
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Felix, the governor of the province of Judea. 
vv. 31–32 — “Antipatris” — It is about thirty-five miles northwest of Jerusalem. 

B. Paul’s Defense Before Felix, Acts 24:1–27 
v. 2 —  “Felix” — Antonius Felix was born a slave and freed by Antonia, the mother of 

the emperor Claudius, and became a good friend of the young prince Claudius, 
the future emperor. In A.D. 52 Claudius appointed him governor of Judea. 

vv. 14–16 — The real reason Ananias and the Jewish elders opposed him, Paul insisted, 
was religious: “I worship the God of our fathers, as a follower of the Way, 
which they call a sect.” 

vv. 24–26 — Paul spoke to Felix and his wife about the necessity of “faith in Christ 
Jesus.” He also made it plain that this involved an ethical life, for he spoke 
of “righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come.” When Felix 
came under conviction he ordered Paul to stop. 

v. 27 — After two years Festus replaced Felix as governor of Judea. Felix was replaced 
by Porcius Festus in A.D. 59. 

C. Paul’s Defense Before Festus, Acts 25:1–12 
v. 1 — “Festus” — Nothing is known of Festus before he assumed the governorship of 

Judea. 
vv. 6–8 — Festus convened court and ordered Paul brought before him, thus reopening the 

whole case against Paul, and the Jewish accusers restated their charges against 
him. 

vv. 10–11 — Paul understood that to return to Jerusalem was to place himself in serious 
jeopardy. Therefore, he told Festus: “I am standing before Caesar’s 
tribunal, where I ought to be tried.” But being unsure as to just what action 
Festus might take in the matter if left at that, Paul went on to claim one 
final right he had as a Roman citizen: “I appeal to Caesar!” 

D. Festus Consults with Herod Agrippa II, Acts 25:13–22 
v. 13 — Marcus Julius Agrippa II (A.D. 27–100) was the son of Agrippa I, the grandson 

of Aristobulus, and the great–grandson of Herod the Great. As ruler of the 
adjoining kingdom to the north, Herod Agrippa II came to pay his respects to 
Festus, the new governor of Judea. 

E. Paul’s Defense Before Herod Agrippa II, Acts 25:23–26:32 
vv. 19–21 — Paul insists that it was because of his preaching to Gentiles that the Jews 

were so aggressively opposed to him. 
v. 24 — At this point Festus broke into Paul’s address, unable to endure it any longer. No 

sensible Roman could believe in the resurrection of a man from the dead. 
v. 28 —  “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?”  
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 XX. THE JOURNEY TO ROME, ACTS 27:1–28:16 
A. From Palestine to Crete, Acts 27:1–12 
B. Storm and Shipwreck, Acts 27:13–44 

C. Ashore at Malta, Acts 28:1–10 
D. Arrival at Rome, Acts 28:11–16 
 

 XXI. ROME AT LAST, ACTS 28:17–31 
A. Meeting with the Jewish Leaders, Acts 28:17–28 
B. Continued Ministry for Two Years, Acts 28:30–31 

 
 XXII. PRISON LETTERS 

A. Colossians — Paul was a prisoner in Rome from A.D. 60–62, so the epistle was probably 
written ca. A.D. 61. 

 

B. Philemon — It was written the same time as Colossians to Philemon who was a member 
of the Colossian church. 

 

C. Ephesians — It was apparently written at the same time (A.D. 61) as Colossians since 
Tychicus was the bearer of both Colossians (4:7–8) and Ephesians (6:21–22). 

 

E. Philippians — It was around A.D. 62, toward the later part of Paul’s imprisonment.  
 

 XXIII. THE FOURTH MISSIONARY JOURNEY, A.D. 62–68 
A. There is nothing in Acts that would indicate Paul’s life ended immediately after his 

imprisonment in Acts 28. Instead, there is reason to believe that the apostle made a fourth 
missionary journey after being released from his Roman imprisonment in A.D. 62.  

1. Rome — Released from prison in A.D. 62 
2. Spain — A.D. 62–64 (Rom 15:24, 28) 

3. Crete — A.D. 64–65 (Titus 1:5) 
4. Miletus — A.D. 65 (2 Tim 4:20) 

5. Colosse — A.D. 66 (Phlm 22) 
6. Ephesus — A.D. 66 (1 Tim 1:3) 

7. Philippi — A.D. 66 (Phil 2:23–24; 1 Tim 1:3) — 1 Timothy & Titus written 
8. Nicopolis — A.D. 66–67 (Titus 3:12) 

9. Rome — A.D. 67, martyrdom, A.D. 68 — 2 Timothy written to Gal 6:18. 


