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Is the Bible Reliable?1 
 
In our day, feeling is believing.  T.H. Huxley, the biologist friend of Charles Darwin, wrote in 
1890 that he visualized the day when “faith would be separated from fact and then faith would 
go on triumphantly forever.”  Of course, he and his friends must have considered such faith a 
joke, since it then would be up to each individual to choose whatever “faith” was right for him or 
her.  As long as no one asked whether a belief was true, there could be as many different “faiths” 
as there are people in the world!   
 
Huxley’s day is here.  Listen to the talk shows, read the editorials, and get caught up on the best-
selling books on religion and philosophy, and you will be struck by the startling realization that 
the spirituality of our day has been divorced from facts.  One can believe whatever he likes, no 
matter how contradictory or absurd.  Every point of view, since it arises from one’s own feelings, 
is just as valid as another.  Faith is indeed “going on triumphantly forever.” 
 
Back in the nineteenth century, Alexis de Tocqueville, a French commentator, came to America 
and even then observed that for some Americans the goal was “to seek by themselves and in 
themselves for the only reason for things…so each That is all the more true today.  Therefore, 
whatever a person feels is the truth, becomes the truth for him or her.   
 
Today, almost no one asks whether a belief is true; the question is whether it is “meaningful to 
me.”  So, we have a blizzard of conflicting claims, and millions of people have no desire to sort 
the true from the false, facts from fiction.  We have gone from the belief that everyone has a 
right to his own opinion, to the absurd notion that every opinion is equally “right.”  Spirituality is 
a private matter; beliefs are accepted or rejected to suit one’s fancy. 
 
When the Bible, which is rooted in the soil of history and logic, is either rejected or reinterpreted 
to fit any belief, everyone is on his own to guess at the answer for ultimate questions.  Since 
there is no umpire to judge various belief systems, the game of life is played with every 
participant creating his own rules.2     
 
The Process of Creating Scripture 
 
The New Testament word for Scripture is graphe = writing.  The means God used to put His 
revelation in writing (Scripture) is called inspiration based on this famous passage in 2 Timothy 
3:16: All Scripture is God-breathed [inspired] and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness.  
 
What Inspiration Is Not  
 
A.  Biblical inspiration is not simply a high level of human achievement. 
 
 Some believe the Bible to be as inspired in the same way as Homer's Odyssey, Mohammed's 
 Koran, Dante's Divine Comedy, or Shakespeare's Hamlet.  They believe that, like those men, 
 the writers of Scripture simply had a high level of genius.  Yet they conclude that what they 
 wrote contains errors and cannot be taken as truth.  So according to this view the Bible was 
 not written by God but by men only.  
 

                                                
1 Portions of these notes are taken from Erwin Lutzer, Seven Reasons Why You Can Trust the Bible (Moody Press, 
1998) and John MacArthur, Is the Bible Reliable? (Grace to You, n.d.). 
2 From Lutzer, pp. 9-11. 
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 But consider: Would smart men write a book that condemned them?  Would smart men 
 write a book that places salvation beyond their own ability?  Could even smart men create a 
 personality such as Jesus Christ who was the perfect manifestation of purity, love, and 
 righteousness?   It is the tendency of man to exalt himself, not write books to damn himself.  
 2 Peter 1:21 explains that Scripture, “Never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 
 from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
B.  Biblical inspiration is not limited to the thoughts of the writer.  
 
 Some teach that God gave thoughts and not specific words to the writers of     
 Scripture.  This would mean, for example, that when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 13,  
 God gave him some general thoughts on the subject of love, without particular    
 concern for the words Paul used.  However, note the Scripture’s emphasis on God’s   
 concern for the very words of Scripture:  
 
 We speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit. (1 
 Corinthians 2:13)  Paul (who wrote 1 Corinthians) claimed it was the words, not just the 
 thoughts that are inspired.   
 
 I [Jesus] gave them [the apostles] the words you [the Father] gave me. (John 17:8)  In the 
 Old Testament phrases such as “this is what the Lord says,” “the word of the Lord came,” 
 and “God said’ are repeated over 3800 times.  Clearly God communicates by words.  
 
 Paul said, “I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that 
 man made up.  I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 
 revelation from Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11-12)  Paul received the gospel from God, not 
 men.  
 
 God said to Moses, “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” 
 (Exodus 4:12)  Forty years later Moses said to Israel, “Do not add to what I command you 
 and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.” 
 (Deut. 4:2).  Words spoken by God are not to be taken away from or added to.  
 
 Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” 
 (Matthew 24:35)  It is the words in the Bible that God has given.  Pronouns, prepositions, 
 and conjunctions are important.  
 
 Paul said, “If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that 
 what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command.” (1 Corinthians 14:37)  Paul's writings are 
 the very words of God.  
 
 So, inspiration is not extended to thoughts only. The very words of the Bible are given by 
 inspiration of God.   
 
C.  Inspiration is not dependent on the reader. 
 
 Some teach that only the portions of Scripture that speak to you are the Word of God.  This 
 might be called “existential inspiration.”  These folks believe that the Bible becomes the 
 Word of God when it has an effect on the individual.  Therefore, in this view, the Bible does 
 not have independent authority.  
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D. Inspiration is not limited to portions of the Bible.   
 
 Still others say the Bible simply contains the Word of God.  They say if we are to identify 
 what portion is truly a message from God, we must demythologize the Bible.   They deny 
 that Christianity is a historically based religion and therefore conclude that the incarnation, 
 miracles, the ascension, and resurrection may or may not have occurred in history.   
 
 If the historical facts are rejected, the Bible will not make any sense.  From beginning to end 
 Scripture presents historical claims.  In fact, spiritual truth is always connected to events 
 established in history.  The Bible is free of error in all matters that it addresses.  
 
 Theodore Engelder said that some men refuse to believe the miracle that God insured for us 
 an infallible Bible, but are ready to believe the even greater miracle that God enables us to 
 see the infallible Word of God in the fallible word of man (Scripture Cannot Be Broken [St. 
 Louis: Concordia, 1944], cf. pp. 292-97).  
 
 Soren Kierkegaard said, “Only the truth which edifies is truth for you.” (Reidar 
 Thomte, Kierkegaard's Philosophy of Religion [Princeton: Princeton University, 1949], p. 
 42).  Yet, whether or not people choose to recognize it, the entire Bible is true.  Inspiration is 
 not subjective.  Jesus said, “Your word is truth.” (John 17:17)  
 
E.  Inspiration is not mechanical dictation.  
 
 The writers of Scripture were not passive, as though God pushed a button and they recorded 
 His words.  Although God could have recorded His Word that way, He chose to include the 
 style, vocabulary, emotions, and personality of the author as a means to communicate His 
 message to mankind.  
 
 How is it possible that the Bible is both the Word of God and the word of men?  God 
 sovereignly formed the personality of each author by controlling his heredity, environment, 
 and life to make him into the man God wanted him to be.  The words were man's, but from 
 God’s perspective their whole lives had been so framed by Him, that even their personalities 
 became a tool for God to communicate His words.  David said, “The Spirit of the LORD 
 spoke through me; his word was on my tongue.” (2 Samuel 23:2)  Peter testified that “men 
 spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21)  
 
What Inspiration Is 
 
A good definition for the inspiration of Scripture is: “God superintended the human authors of 
the Bible so that they composed and recorded without error His message to mankind in the 
words of their original writings.” (Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, [Wheaton: Victor Books, 
1986], p.71.) 
 
A.  Inspiration means Scripture is “God-breathed.”   
 
 2 Timothy 3:16 says,“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” (KJV)  The New 
 Testament word for the phrase “inspiration of God” is theopneustos which is literally, “God-
 breathed.” Scripture proceeded from the mouth of God.  God breathed the Bible into 
 existence. Therefore, when Scripture speaks, God speaks.   
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 For example, in Exodus 9:16 God says to Pharaoh, “I have raised you up for this very 
 purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the 
 earth.”  But Romans 9:17 says, “The Scripture says to Pharaoh:  “I raised you up for this 
 very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed 
 in all the earth.”  Paul attributes to Scripture what was spoken by God.  God and Scripture 
 are used interchangeably.  As Paul says in Romans 3:2, the Scriptures are “the very words of 
 God.”   
 
B.  Inspiration includes all Scripture. 
 
 All that is Scripture is God-breathed.  This includes all the writings contained in the canon, 
 those books that met the standard of authenticity as from God.  What standard (canon) was 
 used to measure this authenticity?  The early church was able to recognize the books that 
 came from God if they met the following criteria: 

 
! Apostolic authority 
! Universal acceptance 
! Doctrinal consistency 
 
Note: The church did not confer authority on the books of the Bible, rather it recognized the 
authority the books inherently possessed.  This recognition began very early as the books 
were being written.  For instance, 1 Timothy 5:18 says, For the Scripture says, “Do not 
muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.”  
The first quote is from Deuteronony 25:4 and the second from Luke 10:7.  Here, a passage 
from the NT, just a few years after its writing, is called “Scripture.”  Likewise, in 2 Peter 
3:16 Peter identifies the writings of Paul as Scripture: Our dear brother Paul also wrote you 
with the wisdom that God gave him.  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in 
them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which 
ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures. (2 Peter 3:15-16) 

 
The Transmission and Preservation of the Bible 
 
The Books of the Bible — 66 Books  
 

A. Old Testament 
 

 1. 39 books 
 2. Written over a period of about 1000 years—Genesis, 1450 B.C. to Malachi, 450 B.C. 
 

B. New Testament 
 

 1. 27 books 
 2. Written over a period of about 40 years—A.D. 50 to 90 

 
The Languages of the Bible 
 

A. Old Testament 
 
 1. Hebrew 
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• Hebrew developed from the Canaanite language spoken in Palestine from 2000 B.C. 
    onward. 
• 99% of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew. 
• Why Hebrew? It was the language spoken by Israel. 

 
2. Aramaic 

 
• The language takes its name from the Arameans or people of Aram. This is the land  
    of Abraham’s ancestors, called Mesopotamia by the Greeks. 
• It was the universal language of the ancient world from the 8th century B.C. till the 

4th century B.C. Jews picked it up while in captivity. 
• 268 verses, mainly in Daniel, were written in Aramaic. 
• It was still spoken by Jews in the days of Jesus. 
 

B. New Testament 
 
• The New Testament was written entirely in Greek. 
• Why Greek? It was the universal language of the ancient world in the days of Jesus and 

the Apostles.  
• The universality of Greek was a result of the conquests of Alexander the Greek in the 4th 

century B.C. 
 
The Writing of the Bible 
 
A. Since the printing press was not invented until the 15th century, the books of the Bible were 

copied by hand for 3000 years, primarily on papyrus and parchment. 
 
B. Papyrus  
 
 1. This writing material is made from a reedlike plant that grows in Egypt. 
 2. A small number of copies of both the OT and NT exist today on papyrus. 
 
C. Parchment 
 
 1. This writing material is made from tanned animal skins (e.g., sheep, goats, cattle). 
 2. Most of the copies of the Bible in existence today are on parchment, which is much 

 more durable than papyrus. 
 
D. Papyrus manuscripts were written with a reed pen and parchment manuscripts with a quill 

pen. Inks were made out of plant dyes and lampblack. 
 
Old Testament Manuscripts 
 
A. Before the Dead Sea Scrolls 
 
 1. Before 1947 we had knowledge of about 3000 Old Testament manuscripts but none 

 were older than the 9th century A.D.: 
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a. Cairo Codex of the Prophets (A.D. 896) 
b. Petersburg Codex of the Prophets (A.D. 916) 
c. Aleppo Codex of the entire OT (A.D. 925) — The Aleppo Codex is the earliest 

known Hebrew manuscript originally comprising the full text of the Bible. 
d. British Museum Codex of the Pentateuch (A.D. 925) 
e. The Leningrad Codex of the entire OT (A.D. 1008) 
 

 2.  It is not too surprising that we had no very old MSS (e.g., before 1000 B.C.) since normal 
 wear and tear from constant usage would hasten the normal deterioration of common 
 writing materials. Palestine also suffered wars, invasions, and deliberate destruction of 
 biblical manuscripts. Cf. Jehoiakim burned the scroll dictated by Jeremiah to Baruch 
 (Jer 36). Antiochus IV or Ephiphanes had copies of the law destroyed, ca. 167 B.C. 

 
  3. Another reason we had no older copies is because Jewish rabbis disposed of worn-out 

  manuscripts by burying them in a genizah (meaning “hidden”), a storage chamber. 
 

B. Dead Sea Scrolls 
 

1.  With the discovery of the Scrolls in 1947, we now have Hebrew manuscripts going 
 back to 250 B.C. 

 
2.  The following make up the original seven scrolls discovered in 1947. 

The St. Mark’s Monastery Isaiah Scroll (1QIsaa) — 2nd century B.C. 
The Habakkuk Commentary (1QpHab) 
The Manual of Discipline (1QS) — Rules of the community 
The Genesis Apocryphon (1QApGen) —Stories based on some Genesis narratives 
The Hebrew University Isaiah Scroll (1QIsab) — 1st century B.C. or A.D. 
The Thanksgiving Hymns (1QH) — Collection of psalms or hymns 
The Order of Warfare (1QM) — Eschatological battle between “sons of light” and 
“sons of darkness” 

 
3.  Today these seven are located in a special structure in Israel called the Shrine of the 

 Book at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. The most significant of these original scrolls 
 were the St. Mark’s Isaiah Scroll, a complete scroll of Isaiah estimated to be about 
 1,000 years older than any other known manuscript of Isaiah; and the Manual of 
 Discipline, a handbook setting forth regulations for admission to the Qumran 
 community and details of life in the Community.  

 
4.  An official exploration of the caves in the area of the first finds was launched in January 

 1949. As a result of extensive exploration, over two hundred caves have been found in 
 the general vicinity of the first cave. Twenty-five of these contained pottery similar to 
 that found in the first cave, and eleven contained scrolls or fragments of scrolls. The 
 most important caves are Cave One, Cave Four (where tens of thousands of fragments, 
 pieced together, proved to be fragments of between three hundred and four hundred 
 manuscripts, one hundred of which were biblical manuscripts including all the OT 
 books except Esther), and Cave Eleven (where an Aramaic translation of Job, a 
 manuscript of Psalms, and a copy of Leviticus in paleo-Hebrew script were found; the 
 “Temple Scroll” may also have come from this cave). The total of the fragmentary 
 documents discovered is about 800. The total number of biblical manuscripts is 202, or 
 about one-quarter of the 800 total. They have a very close agreement with the later 
 Hebrew manuscripts. 



Community Bible Church                                  You’ve Got Questions, God Has Answers 

 7  

 
Accuracy of the Old Testament Text 
 
A. Jewish scribes took great pains to carefully copy the Old Testament so that errors would not 

creep in. 
 
 1. Only parchment from clean animal was allowed. 
 2. Each written column was to have no fewer than 48 and not more than 60 lines. 
 3. Pages were to be lined first and then letters suspended from these lines. 
 4. Only black ink was to be used, prepared according to a specific recipe. 
 5. No word or letter was to be written from memory. 
 6. The new copy was to be revised within 30 days of completion. 
 7. A scroll was to be rejected that had more than three errors on any single sheet. 
 8. Every word and letter was counted. 
 9. Special rules governed the form of the letters and the spaces between them. 
 
B. The testimony of Jesus and the Apostles confirms the accuracy of the Old Testament 

transmission. 
 
 1. Both Jesus and his Apostles quoted the Old Testament and never indicated any doubts 

  about what had been preserved to their day. 
 
 2. Luke 24:44 — “He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you:  

  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
  and the Psalms.’” 

 
 3. Matt 23:35 — “And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed 

  on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah … whom you  
  murdered between the temple and the altar.” 

 
 4. This demonstrates that God had seen to it that the Bible was accurately preserved from 

  the time of Moses, a period of 1500 years. 
 
New Testament Manuscripts 
 

A. Today there are 5,752 cataloged NT manuscripts. Some of these are only fragments. 
 

B. They range in date from about A.D. 100 to 1500. 
 

C. 118 are written on papyrus, and the rest on parchment. 
 
D. New Testament documents are very reliable. 
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Author/Book Date Written Earliest 

Copies 
Time Gap No. of 

Copies 
Percent 
Accuracy 

Herodutus, 
History 

480–425 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,350 yrs. 8 ? 

Thucydides, 
History 

460–400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. 8 ? 

Plato 400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. 7 ? 
Demosthenes 300 B.C. c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,400 yrs. 200 ? 
Caesar, 
Gallic Wars 

100–44 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,000 yrs. 10 ? 

Livy, 
History of Rome 

59 B.C.– A.D. 17 c. A.D. 900 c. 1,000 yrs.  19 ? 

Tacitus, 
Annals 

A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,000 yrs. 20 ? 

Pliny, 
Natural History 

A.D. 61–113 c. A.D. 850 c. 750 yrs. 7 ? 

New Testament A.D. 50–90 c. A.D. 100 c. 25 yrs. 5,710 99.9+ 
 

E. Because these manuscripts were copied by hand, errors did occasionally slip in. These can 
generally be discovered by comparison of manuscripts. 
 
Rev 20:12 
 

KJV:  “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened.” 

ESV: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened.” 

NASB:  “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened.” 

NLT: “I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. And the 
books were opened,” 

NIV: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and the books 
were opened.” 

 
The reason that the KJV has “God” instead of “throne” is that in the book of Revelation the 
KJV is based on only one Greek manuscript, which dates from the 12th century. Only one 
manuscript in existence has the word “God”; all others have the word “throne.” 

 
F. The differences between manuscripts that remain today are generally very minor and in no 

case affect doctrine. 
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Prophecy: Prewritten History 
 
One mark of divine revelation is fulfilled prophecy.  In the Scriptures God has prewritten the 
events of history with absolute precision.  Such accuracy demands a divine authorship because 
only God could have foreseen and recorded events before they occurred.  So this is essentially an 
argument based on the omniscience of God. The Bible is the product of One who knows 
everything.  The Bible alone gives us history in detail - before it happens.3 
 
God's standard for prophecy is absolute accuracy.  In Deuteronomy 18:20-22, God said to 
Moses: A prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to 
say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death.” You may say to 
yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD?”  If what a 
prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message 
the LORD has not spoken.  That prophet has spoken presumptuously.  Do not be afraid of him.   
 
Likewise, Isaiah 41:21-23 says, “Present your case,” says the LORD.  “Set forth your 
arguments,” says Jacob’s King.  “Bring in [your idols] to tell us what is going to happen. Tell us 
what the former things were, so that we may consider them and know their final outcome. Or 
declare to us the things to come, tell us what the future holds, so we may know that you are gods. 
A true prophet predicts the future with one hundred percent accuracy.  
 
And in Jeremiah 28:8-9: From early times the prophets who preceded you and me have 
prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great kingdoms.  But the 
prophet…will be recognized as one truly sent by the LORD only if his prediction comes true. 
 
Following are select examples of the Bible’s prophetic accuracy:4 
 
I.  Biblical Prophecy Concerning Tyre (Ezekiel 26:1--28:19) 
 
 A.  The Forecast  
 
  1.  The specifics 
 

a)  That King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon would destroy the mainland city of 
 Tyre (26:7-8). 
 
b)  That many nations would rise up against Tyre.  These nations would come like 
 waves of the sea, one after another (26:3- 4). 
 
c)  That Tyre will be made like a flat rock (26:4, 14). 
 
d)  That fisherman will dry their nets there (26:5, 14). 
 
e)  That the rubble of the city would be cast into the sea (26:12). 
 
f)  That Tyre would never be rebuilt (26:14). 

                                                
3 Some might object that others such as Nostradamus have shown the ability to predict the future, therefore 
predictive prophecy is not unique to the Bible.  However, the extremely general nature of the predictions of 
Nostradamus and horoscopes are in fact what make them effective.  For a brief but helpful examination of the 
former, see http://people.howstuffworks.com/nostradamus.htm.  
4 From John MacArthur, Is the Bible Reliable? (Grace to You, n.d.). 
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  2.  The setting 
 

Tyre was a great city.  It was one of the largest and most powerful cities of 
Phoenicia, which is modern day Lebanon.  

 
It was well fortified.  A great wall protected the city from land attacks while their 
world-renowned fleet protected them from attack by sea. 

 
Tyre was a flourishing city during the time when Joshua led Israel into the 
Promised Land.  King Hiram, who began his reign during the rule of David, offered 
David cedars from Tyre to build his palace.  He also loaned David his artisans to 
craft parts of the great palace (1 Chr 14:1).  Hiram also helped Solomon build the 
Temple by floating cedars down the shoreline to be picked up and hauled to 
Jerusalem (2 Chr 2:16).  So Tyre was a great city, and both David and Solomon 
looked to it for aid. 

 
 B.  The Fulfillment 
 
  1.  The prophetic call 
 
   a)  To Nebuchadnezzar 
 

Not long after the prophecy given by Ezekiel, Nebuchadnezzar did exactly 
what had been predicted - he laid siege against the city in 585 B.C.   For 
thirteen years Nebuchadnezzar cut off the flow of supplies into the city.  In 537 
B.C. he finally succeeded in breaking the gates down, but found the city almost 
empty. 

 
During the thirteen-year siege, the people of Tyre moved all their possessions 
by ship to an island one-half mile offshore.  So Nebuchadnezzar gained no 
plunder (Ezek. 29:17- 20).  Although he destroyed the mainland city (Ezek. 
26:8), the new city offshore continued to flourish for 250 years. The prophecy 
of Ezekiel 26:12 – they will break down your walls and demolish your fine 
houses and throw your stones, timber and rubble into the sea  - remained 
unfulfilled. 

 
b)  To Alexander the Great 

 
At age twenty-two, Alexander the Great came east conquering the known 
world with an army of between thirty and forty thousand men.  Having 
defeated the Persians under Darius III, Alexander was on the march toward 
Egypt.  

 
(1) The dilemma 

 
Alexander arrived in the Phoenician territory and demanded that the cities 
open their gates to him.  The citizens of Tyre refused, feeling they were 
secure on their island with their superior fleet.  
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(2)  The decision 

 
Realizing he did not have a fleet that could match Tyre's, Alexander 
decided to build a causeway to the island using the ruins from the 
mainland city.  It was about two hundred feet wide.  The prophet said that 
the city would be thrown into the water, and that's exactly what happened.  

 
(3)  The details 

 
Arrian, a Greek historian, wrote about the overthrow of Tyre and how it 
was accomplished (The Campaigns of Alexander [New York: Penquin, 
1958], pp. 132-43).  The fortification of Tyre resembled Alcatraz.  The 
city sat offshore like a rock with walls that came down to the edge of the 
water.  Alexander set out to build the only means to approach the city - a 
land peninsula.  Soldiers started pitching rubble into the water, leveling it 
off as they went so they could march on it.  The water got deeper as they 
approached the island, and to make their task even more difficult, the 
people of Tyre bombarded them with missiles. 

 
Werner Keller in The Bible as History tells us that to safeguard the 
operation, Alexander built mobile shields called "tortoises" (New York: 
Bantam, 1956], p. 361).  Knowing that when they reached the city they 
would have to scale the walls, Alexander built mobile siege towers 160 
foot high.  The idea was to roll these structures across the causeway and 
push them up against the walls.  A drawbridge on the front of the towers 
enabled the soldiers to march across the top of the walls and into the city. 

 
Alexander's men were under constant attack from people within the city 
and from the Tyrian navy.  Realizing that he needed ships to defend his 
flanks, Alexander returned to the cities he had conquered and demanded 
their assistance.  That fulfilled the prophecy that God "will cause many 
nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth its waves to come up" 
(Ezek. 26:3). 

 
(4)  The destruction 

 
Alexander's plan succeeded. Eight thousand people were slain and thirty 
thousand were sold into slavery.  It took Alexander seven months to 
conquer Tyre.  The causeway he built can be seen to this day. 

 
2.  The prophetic result 

 
How did Ezekiel know all those things would happen?  The only explanation is he 
expressed the mind of God.  Historian Philip Myers said, "Alexander the Great 
reduced it [Tyre] to ruins (332 B.C.).  She recovered in a measure from this blow, 
but never regained the place she had previously held in the world.  The larger part 
of the site ... is now as bare as the top of a rock - a place where the fishermen that 
still frequent the spot spread their nets to dry" (General History for Colleges and  
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High Schools [Boston: Ginn and Co., 1889], p. 55).  That fulfills the prophecies of 
Ezekiel 26:4-5, 14.  The island city was repopulated, later to be destroyed by the 
Moslems in A.D. 1281.  However, God said the mainland city would never be 
rebuilt - and it never has.  Jerusalem has been rebuilt many times but Tyre will 
never be rebuilt because a prophet in Babylon said twenty-five centuries ago, You 
will never be rebuilt. (Ezek. 26:14).  

 
II.  Biblical Prophecy Concerning Sidon (Ezekiel 28:21-23) 
 
 A.  The Forecast 
 

Son of man, set your face against Sidon; prophesy against her and say: ‘This is what  
the Sovereign LORD says: “‘I am against you, O Sidon, and I will gain glory within  
you.  They will know that I am the LORD, when I inflict punishment on her and show  
myself holy within her.  I will send a plague upon her and make blood flow in her  
streets.  The slain will fall within her, with the sword against her on every side.  Then  
they will know that I am the LORD. 

 
Twenty miles north of Tyre was the ancient city of Sidon.  Genesis 10:15 tells us that 
Sidon was the name of Canaan's first-born.  It became the center of idolatry connected 
with Baal, Ashtaroth, and Tammuz.  Prophecy said there would be blood in the streets 
and swords everywhere, but it does not say that Sidon would be ultimately destroyed. 

 
B.  The Fulfillment 

 
The prophecy concerning Sidon was fulfilled in 351 B.C.  The city at that time was 
ruled by Persia, but Sidon revolted.  When the Persian army tried to quell the revolt 
there was a horrible slaughter.  It was so bad that the citizens of Sidon, rather than face 
the vengeance of the Persians, locked themselves in their homes and set them on fire. 
Consequently, forty thousand people perished in the flames.  

 
The city was rebuilt many times.  Floyd Hamilton said, “Blood has flowed in the streets 
again and again, but the city stayed in existence and stands today, a monument to 
fulfilled prophecy” (The Basis of the Christian Faith [New York: George H. Dugan, 
1927], p. 300).  Sidon was destroyed three times by the Crusaders, three times by the 
Moslems, and in 1840 it was bombarded by the combined fleets of England, France, 
and Turkey - yet it still stands.  Today Sidon is a seaport in Lebanon. 

 
No man could have looked down the corridor of time and seen that Tyre would be 
destroyed, never to be rebuilt and that Sidon would stand.  Only God could. 

 
III.  Biblical Prophecy Concerning Egypt (Ezekiel 30:13-16) 
 
 A.  The Forecast 
 

“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “‘I will destroy the idols and put an end tothe  
images in Memphis.  No longer will there be a prince in Egypt, and I will spread fear  
throughout the land.  I will lay waste Upper Egypt, set fire to Zoan and inflict  
punishment on Thebes.  I will pour out my wrath on Pelusium, the stronghold of Egypt,  
and cut off the hordes of Thebes.  I will set fire to Egypt; Pelusium will writhe in agony.  
Thebes will be taken by storm; Memphis will be in constant distress. 
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B.   The Fulfillment 

 
1.   Memphis 

 
Memphis was the capital of the middle Egypt area and a stronghold of idolatry.  
But God said He would destroy it and He did.  In 525 B.C. the Persian king 
Cambyses devastated Egypt.  To taunt his captives, he took many of the idols in the 
area, including those of Memphis, and ridiculed or destroyed them to show that his 
army was more powerful than the gods of Egypt. 

 
Today, people can only point to a general area where Memphis once stood.  The 
sands blow over what was once the second largest city in Egypt. 

 
  2.  Thebes 
 

Cambyses also destroyed the city of Thebes in 525 B.C.  He burned their temples 
and destroyed much of the city, but it eventually recovered.  Around 89 B.C. a 
siege was laid against the city; when it fell it never rose again.  

 
In Thebes some idols still stand; in Memphis none stand.  The Bible is reliable.  

 
IV.  Biblical Prophecy Concerning Nineveh (Nahum) 
 
 A.  The Forecast 
 

Nineveh was one of the great cities of the ancient world.  But the whole prophecy of 
Nahum spells out its inevitable destruction: An overwhelming flood he will make an end 
of [Nineveh]; he will pursue his foes into darkness.  Whatever they plot against the 
LORD he will bring to an end; trouble will not come a second time. (Nahum 1:8-9). 

 
Notice that "an overwhelming flood" would bring the end.  Chapter 3 verse 10 declares, 
She was taken captive and went into exile.  Her infants were dashed to pieces at the 
head of every street.  Lots were cast for her nobles, and all her great men were put in 
chains.  These things give the destruction of Nineveh in detail. 

 
Nineveh was a great city but was repeatedly plagued by flooding from the nearby rivers. 
So King Sennacherib endeavored to change the situation by changing the course of one 
of the rivers and strengthening the foundations inside the city to withstand flooding. 

 
Nineveh was a strong and large city.  Its inner wall was one hundred feet high and fifty 
feet deep, with two-hundred-foot towers.  It was surrounded by a moat that was 150 
high, forming a seven-mile circumference.  In addition there was a second wall.  For an 
army to take the city it would have to get over the outer wall, go about half a mile, cross 
the 150-foot moat, and scale a wall that was one-hundred-feet high! 
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B.  The Fulfillment 

 
Nevertheless Nineveh was in oblivion only fifty-one years after it reached its apex in 
663 B.C.  The Medes destroyed the city in three months.  It is incredible that one of the 
major cities of the world could be destroyed in only a three-month period.  Yet Nahum 
said, All your fortresses are like fig trees with their first ripe fruit; when they are 
shaken, the figs fall into the mouth of the eater. (3:12). 

 
Not only the fact, but the manner of Nineveh's destruction was foretold by Nahum: The 
river gates are thrown open and the palace collapses. (2:6).  And that's exactly what 
happened, which explains why the Medes were able to take the city after such a short 
time.  Also, Nahum 3:19 says, Nothing can heal your wound; your injury is fatal.  In 
other words, the city would never be rebuilt.  And in fact, there is no Nineveh today.  

 
V. Biblical Prophecy Concerning the Messiah 
 
 Unlike the holy books of other world religions, the Bible makes detailed predictions 
 regarding the future.  Some of the prophecies relate to the fate of certain cities like Tyre and 
 Sidon.  Still others are focused on particular people such as Cyrus, king of Persia (Isaiah 
 44:26-28; 45:1-5), Zedekiah (Ezekiel 12:12-13; 2 Kings 25:1-7; Jeremiah 52:10-11), 
 Abraham (Genesis 18:10), Moses (Exodus 3:12), et al.  Yet most of the predictions of the 
 Old Testament relate to One Who was to come, the Messiah.  
 

The following prophecies concerning Jesus Christ were made in the Old Testament and were 
fulfilled hundreds of years later, during Jesus Christ's life on earth. They are followed by the 
verses containing both the prophecy and the fulfillment. 
 
1. He would be born of a Virgin (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:18).  
2. He would be of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10 and Luke 3:23, 33).  
3. He would be of King David's seed (Jeremiah 23:5 and Luke 3:23, 31).  
4. He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:1).  
5. He would be a prophet (Deuteronomy 18:18-19 and Matthew 21:11).  
6. He would teach with parables (Psalms 78:2 and Matthew 13:34).  
7. He would be preceded by a messenger (Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1, and Matthew 3:1-2).  
8. He would enter Jerusalem on a colt (Zechariah 9:9 and Luke 19:35-37).  
9. He would be betrayed by a friend (Psalms 41:9 and Matthew 26:47-50).  
10. He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12 and Matthew 26:15).  
11. He would be forsaken by His disciples (Zechariah 13:7 and Mark 14:50).  
12. The money would be thrown in the temple and used to buy the potter's field (Zechariah 
11:13 and Matthew 27:5-7).  
13. He would be accused by false witnesses (Psalms 35:11 and Matthew 26:59-60).  
14. He would be silent before His accusers (Isaiah 53:7 and Matthew 27:12-14).  
15. He would be beaten by his enemies (Isaiah 50:6, 53:5, and Matthew 27:26).  
16. He would be spit upon and beaten (Isaiah 50:6 and Matthew 27:30).  
17. He would be struck in the head with a rod (Micah 5:1 and Matthew 27:30).  
18. He would be mocked (Psalms 22:7-8 and Matthew 27:29, 31).  
19. His hands and feet would be pierced (Psalms 22:16, Luke 23:33, and John 20:25). 
Note that this was predicted hundreds of years before crucifixion was invented.  
20. Men would gamble for His clothing (Psalms 22:18 and John 19:23-24).  
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21. He would intercede in prayer for His transgressors (Isaiah 53:12 and Luke 23:34).  
22. He would suffer thirst (Psalms 22:15 and John 19:28).  
23. He would be offered gall and water (Psalms 69:21 and Matthew 27:34).  
24. He would cry, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me!" (Psalms 22:1 and 
Matthew 27:46).  
25. He would be cut down in His prime (Psalms 89:45 and 102:23-24).  
26. None of His bones would be broken (Exodus 12:46, Psalms 34:20, and John 19:32-33).  
27. They would look upon Him whom they had pierced (Zechariah 12:10 and John 19:34).  
28. He would be executed with thieves (Isaiah 53:12 and Matthew 27:38).  
29. He would be buried in a rich man's tomb (Isaiah 53:9 and Matthew 27:57-60). 
 
In addition to these predictions, the Bible makes the amazing prediction of the very time of 
the Messiah’s ministry in Daniel 9: 
 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to 
sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to 
anoint the most holy.  
Dan. 9:25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 
until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be 
rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.  
Dan. 9:26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people 
of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War 
will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.  
Dan. 9:27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put 
an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that causes 
desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.” 
 

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary states regarding this passage: 
 

This verse sets forth the approach of “seventy ‘sevens’” of years during which God 
would accomplish his plan of national and spiritual redemption for Israel. The seventy 
“weeks” or “heptads” (sabuim literally means “units of seven,” whether days or years) 
are 490 years. This period was the time to elapse before the accomplishment of six 
great achievements [v. 24] for the Holy City and for God’s covenant people. 
 

EBC dates the decree to rebuild the temple as that issued to Ezra in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes I (464-424), that is, in 457 B.C. (see Ezra 7:12-26) and comments as follows: 

 
…We may compute the first seven heptads as running from 457 to 408, within which 
time the rebuilding of the walls, streets, and moats was completed. Then from 408 we 
count off the sixty-two heptads also mentioned in v.25 and come out to A.D. 26 (408 is 
26 less than 434). But actually we come out to A.D. 27, since a year is gained in our 
reckoning as we pass directly from 1 B.C. to A.D. 1 (without any year zero in between). 
If Christ was crucified… in A.D. 30, as is generally believed (cf. L.A. Foster, “The 
Chronology of the New Testament,” EBC, 1:598-99, 607), this would come out to a 
remarkably exact fulfillment of the terms of v.25. Christ’s public ministry, from the time 
of his baptism in the Jordan till his death and resurrection at Jerusalem, must have 
taken up about three years. The 483 years from the issuing of the decree of Artaxerxes 
came to an end in A.D. 27, the year of the “coming” of Messiah as Ruler (nasi ). It was 
indeed “after the sixty-two ‘sevens’”—three years after—that “the Anointed One” was 
“cut off.” 
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Note: There is still one set of seven years yet to be fulfilled.  This will occur in the future 
during what the Bible calls the “Great Tribulation”.  (see Revelation 7:14; 11:2-3; 12:6; 
12:14) 

 
The Stones Cry Out – Archeology and the Bible5

 

 
Over the years there have been many criticisms leveled against the Bible concerning its historical 
reliability.  These criticisms are usually based on a lack of evidence from outside sources to 
confirm the Biblical record.  Yet, archeology consistently vindicates the accuracy of the biblical 
record with each new discovery.  For instance, Bible critics once said the name “Canaan” was 
not used at the time the Bible claims.  However, the discovery of the Ebla archive in northern 
Syria in the 1970s has shown the Biblical writings concerning the Patriarchal period to be valid. 
Documents written on clay tablets from around 2300 B.C. demonstrate that personal and place 
names in the Patriarchal accounts are genuine.  The name "Canaan" was in use in Ebla.  In 
addition, the word "tehom" ("the deep") in Genesis 1:2 was said to be a late word demonstrating 
the late writing of the creation story.  Yet, "tehom" was part of the vocabulary at Ebla, in use 
some 800 years before Moses.    
 
The Hittites were once thought to be a Biblical legend, until their capital and records were 
discovered at Bogazkoy, Turkey.   Many thought the Biblical references to Solomon's wealth 
were greatly exaggerated.  Recovered records from the past show that wealth in antiquity was 
concentrated with the king and Solomon's prosperity was entirely feasible.  It was once claimed 
there was no Assyrian king named Sargon as recorded in Isaiah 20:1, because this name was not 
known in any other record.  Then, Sargon's palace was discovered in Khorsabad, Iraq.  The very 
event mentioned in Isaiah 20, his capture of Ashdod, was recorded on the palace walls.  What is 
more, fragments…memorializing the victory were found at Ashdod itself. 
 
Another king who was in doubt was Belshazzar, king of Babylon, named in Daniel 5.  The last 
king of Babylon was Nabonidus according to recorded history.  Tablets were found showing that 
Belshazzar was Nabonidus' son who served as coregent in Babylon.  Thus, Belshazzar could 
offer to make Daniel “third highest ruler in the kingdom” (Dan. 5:16) for reading the handwriting 
on the wall, the highest available position.  Here we see the “eye-witness” nature of the Biblical 
record, as is so often the case. 
 
Although it is not possible to verify every incident in the Bible, the discoveries of archaeology 
since the mid 1800s have demonstrated the amazing reliability of the Biblical record.  Here are 
some examples: 
 
I. The Dead Sea Scrolls (See Page Six) 
 
II. Burial Sites 
 
 A. Caiaphas the High Priest 
 

Caiaphas was high priest for 18 years, A.D. 18-36, and infamous as the leader of the 
conspiracy to crucify Jesus.  After Jesus was arrested, He was taken to Caiaphas' house 
and detained overnight.  The guards mocked and beat Him (Luke 22:63-65).  In the 

                                                
5 Much of this material taken from www.christiananswers.net. 
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morning He was interrogated and further beaten.  Caiaphas asked Him, "Are you the 
Christ (Messiah), the Son of the Blessed One?" "I am," Jesus replied (Mark 14:61-62).  
Caiaphas then handed Jesus over to Pilate to be tried. 
 
Following Jesus' crucifixion, Caiaphas continued to persecute the early church.  He 
brought the apostles before the religious leaders and said to them, “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this Name.  Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and 
are determined to make us guilty of this man's (Jesus') blood”  Peter and the other 
apostles replied, “We must obey God rather then men” (Acts 5:28-29). 
 
The Caiaphas family tomb was accidentally discovered by workers constructing a road 
in a park just south of the Old City of Jerusalem.  Archaeologists were hastily called to 
the scene.  When they examined the tomb they found 12 ossuaries (limestone bone 
boxes) containing the remains of 63 individuals.  The most beautifully decorated of the 
ossuaries was inscribed with the name “Joseph son of (or, of the family of) Caiaphas.”  
That was the full name of the high priest who arrested Jesus, as documented by 
Josephus (Antiquities 18: 2, 2; 4, 3).  Inside were the remains of a 60-year-old male, 
almost certainly those of the Caiaphas of the New Testament.  This remarkable 
discovery has, for the first time, provided us with the physical remains of an individual 
named in the Bible.  

 
B. Caesar Augustus 

 
A great politician and administrator, Augustus ruled the Roman empire from 27 B.C.-
A.D. 14.  It was Augustus who issued the census decree that brought Mary and Joseph 
to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born (Luke 2:1-7).  Augustus erected for himself a 
grand mausoleum in Rome, on the east bank of the Tiber River, one quarter mile 
northwest of the Roman Forum.  The remains exist today in the middle of the Piazza 
Augusto Imperatore. 

 
It was 285 feet in diameter and 143 feet high, surmounted by a statue of the emperor. 
His ashes were placed in an urn in the center, while those of other members of the 
dynasty were placed in urns in a corridor around a central cylinder.  Although some of 
the urns were found in place by excavators, the ashes had long since disappeared. 

 
III. Man-made Structures Mentioned in the Bible 
 
 Quite a number of Biblical structures have been excavated, including: 
 
 A. Old Testament excavations 
 

1. The palace at Jericho where Eglon, king of Moab, was assassinated by Ehud  
  (Judges 3:15-30) 

 
 2. The east gate of Shechem where Gaal and Zebul watched the forces of Abimelech 
  approach the city (Judges 9:34-38) 
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 3. The Temple of Baal/El-Berith in Shechem, where funds were obtained to finance 
  Abimelech's kingship and where the citizens of Shechem took refuge when   
  Abimelech attacked the city (Judges 9:4, 46-49) 
 
 4. The pool of Gibeon where the forces of David and Ishbosheth fought during the  
  struggle for the kingship of Israel (2 Samuel 2:12-32) 
 
 5. The Pool of Heshbon, likened to the eyes of the Shulammite woman  

(Song of Songs 7:4) 
 

6. The royal palace at Samaria where the kings of Israel lived (1 Kings 20:43; 21:1, 2; 
 22:39; 2 Kings 1:2; 15:25) 

 
 7. The Pool of Samaria where King Ahab's chariot was washed after his death  
  (1 Kings 22:29-38) 
 
 8. The water tunnel beneath Jerusalem dug by King Hezekiah to provide water during 
  the Assyrian siege (2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30) 
 
 9. The royal palace in Babylon where King Belshazzar held the feast and Daniel  
  interpreted the handwriting on the wall (Daniel 5) 
 
 10. The royal palace in Susa where Esther was queen of the Persian king Xerxes  
  (Esther 1:2; 2:3, 5, 9, 16) 
 
 11. The royal gate at Susa where Mordecai, Esther's cousin, sat (Esther 2:19, 21; 3:2, 3; 
  4:2; 5:9, 13; 6:10, 12) 
 
 12. The Square in front of the royal gate at Susa where Mordecai met with Halthach, 
  Xerxes' eunuch (Esther 4:6) 

 
 B. New Testament excavations 
 

1. The foundation of the synagogue at Capernaum where Jesus cured a man with an 
 unclean spirit (Mark 1:21-28) and delivered the sermon on the bread of life  
 (John 6:25-59) 
 
2. The house of Peter at Capernaum where Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law and 
 others (Matthew 8:14-16) 
 
3. Jacob's well where Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman (John 4). 
 
4. The Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem, where Jesus healed a crippled man (John 5:1-14) 
 
5. The Pool of Siloam in Jerusalem, where Jesus healed a blind man (John 9:1-4) 
 
6. The tribunal at Corinth where Paul was tried (Acts 18:12-17) 
 
7. The theater at Ephesus where the riot of silversmiths occurred (Acts 19:29) 
 
8. Herod's palace at Caesarea where Paul was kept under guard (Acts 23:33-35) 




