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Is Jesus the Only Way to God?1 
 
Introduction 
 
Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
Me” (John 14:6).  But this runs counter to our culture’s view of truth as subjective rather than 
objective.  That is, it is widely believed that truth is personal and so what is true for you may not 
be true for others.  Alan Bloom, in his book The Closing of the American Mind, writes: “One 
thing a professor can be absolutely certain of is that almost every student entering the university 
believes, or says he/she believes, that truth is relative.  If this belief is put to the test, one can 
count on the students’ reaction.  They will be uncomprehending.”  He goes on to explain their 
mindset: “Relativism is necessary to openness; and this is the virtue, the only virtue, which all 
primary education for more than fifty years has dedicated itself to inculcating.  Openness…is the 
real insight of our time. The true believer is the real danger … The point is not to correct the mis-
takes and really be right; rather it is not to think you are right at all.”2  Within that mindset is nar-
row-minded to claim that Jesus is the only way to God.   
 
Are the Exclusive Claims of Christ Too Narrow? 
 
Many will say, “It doesn't bother me if others believe in Christ as long as they don't tell me and 
everybody else that we have to do that too.  Even if I believe that Christ is true for me, that does 
not mean He has to be true for the rest of the world.”  That approach works when speaking of our 
own individual feelings and opinions, but not when we are considering facts.  And it is a fact that 
Jesus claimed to be the only way.  In the words of C.S. Lewis, given the audacious claims that 
Jesus made, “He is either a lunatic, a liar, or He is the Lord.” 
 
Is Sincerity Enough? 
 
Although sincerity is an admirable quality, to sincerely follow something that is wrong is to be 
sincerely wrong.  Sincerity does not change reality.  David Dewitt illustrates this with the follow-
ing story:  
 

During my undergraduate days at Michigan State University, we had an unusual snowstorm.  
Normally, Michigan snow is rather damp and forms solid snowdrifts that will pretty well 
hold you up when you jump into them.  One particular storm, however, lasted for three days 
and left very dry, powdery snow almost up to the second-story windows of some dorms.  Lots 
of kids thought it would be great fun to jump into that huge snowdrift from the third- and 
fourth-floor windows--having all the confidence in the world that it would hold them up. 
 
It didn't. 
 

                                                
1 This material is slightly modified from David Dewitt, Answering the Tough Ones: Common Questions About 
Christianity (Moody, 1980). 
2 Alan Bloom as cited in, Know Why You Believe, Scott Oliphant, pp. 188-89. 
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We had students in nearly every class with broken legs from jumping out windows.  One guy 
on our floor who hurt his leg in basketball even wore a sign around his neck:  I Did Not 
Jump into the Snow. 
 
Now, those kids were sincere.  They had so much conviction that the snow would hold them 
up that they jumped out the window.  Now that is sincere faith!  They not only believed it, 
they also acted on their faith.  Only problem is--they were wrong!  The same thing is true in 
religion.  No matter how many people believe it and regardless of how sincere they are, if 
they are wrong, the results can be disastrous.3 

 
What is the Difference Between Christianity and Other Religions? 
 
In a sense, nearly all founders of the major world religions claimed to be ways or have ways to 
get to God (though they all defined God differently).  But Jesus claimed to be God.  Many non-
Christians find it difficult to believe that a man (Jesus) could become God; but that is not what 
happened.  The Bible teaches that God became man in the form of Jesus of Nazareth - not the 
other way around. 
 
The reason He took on humanity was so He could die - in place of Mohammed, Buddha, you, 
and me.  Jesus said that He came “to give His life a ransom for [the Greek word literally means 
‘as a substitute for’] many” (Matthew 20:28). 
 
But Aren't Christians Too Narrow-Minded? 
 
People are often quick to recognize that Christianity is intolerant of other beliefs.  That is true.  
But the reason is that Christianity emphasizes objective truth.  That is, it is based on real history - 
real people, places, and events.  Christianity is basically news, not views.  Truth is narrow by 
definition.  Tolerance in personal opinions is a virtue, but tolerance when dealing with facts is 
ridiculous.  “Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts.” 
 
Is It Reasonable To Say, “That's Ok For You But Not Me?” 
 
Anything that is true objectively and universally cannot be applied only privately.  If it is true, 
then it is true for everybody, and if it is not, then it is not true for anybody.  Dewitt illustrates: 
 

I shall always remember a large, loud, elderly, lady math teacher I once had.  I can still hear 
her bellowing:  “Remember, DeWitt, if you don't come up with the same answer that I have, 
either you're wrong or I'm wrong, but we can't both be right!”  If Jesus said that He is the 
only way to God, and Mohammed or anybody else said that there is some other way to God, 
then either Jesus is wrong or Mohammed is wrong.  They cannot both be right.4 

 
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through 
Me” (John 14:6).  Before this, He said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  He went on to 
say, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).  Either He is the only way to God 
                                                
3 Dewitt, Answering the Tough Ones, p. 15. 
4 Ibid., p. 16. 
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the Father, or He is not.  If He is, then that is true for you and me as well as everybody else, no 
matter where they live or what they believe.  If He is not, then it is no more true for me than for 
anybody else, no matter how much I believe it. 
 
Could Jesus Be Just One Of Many Ways To God? 
 
To claim Jesus is just one of many ways to God is to say the opposite of what He said.  If that 
were true, He would be wrong.  If His basic message is wrong, then He is not a reliable way to 
anything.  His claim to be the only way was not just a sidelight; it was the heart of His whole 
message.  He was the only way because He was God, the Creator of the universe.  The Bible 
says: 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 
with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made … The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (John 1:1-3) 

 
 In him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
 thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for 
 him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:16-17)   
 
So, if there is any other way, then His basic message is wrong and He is not a way at all. 
 
What About Those Who Have Never Heard of Jesus? 
 
The following conversation frames the issues: 
 

“Nancy, want to go to a Bible study with me?”  Pam asked.  “I don't think I want to go,” 
Nancy answered.  “I don't think the Bible is very fair.” 

“What makes you say that?” 
“Because there are people all over the world who never heard of the Bible, and I don't 

think any God who would send them all to hell is very fair.” 
“Well, the Bible says God is fair,” Pam answered, dealing the exact number of potato 

chips to each of the five plates--thus averting a war at the table. 
“If He's fair, then He'll let everybody into heaven,” Nancy persisted. 
“I don't know if that's the most fair thing to do or not,” Pam returned.  “But if it is, that's 

what He'll do.” 
“But don't you think everybody needs to believe in Jesus?” 
“Yes, I do,” Pam admitted. 
“Then what about those people who live their whole lives completely isolated from Chris-

tianity?” 
“Well, they can see the wonders of God in nature,” Pam suggested, “and they have a 

conscience that tells them there's a right and wrong.  It seems like they'd want to know what sort 
of God was behind all that.” 
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“Even if isolated people wanted to find God, I don't see how they could do it,” she said 
as she poured Pam a glass of iced tea. 

Pam answered, “I think God could find some way to tell people about Jesus if they really 
wanted to find the way to God.” 

“How do you know they're not already worshipping Jesus?”  Nancy asked.  “Maybe they 
are just calling Him a different name.” 

“It's not the English name 'Jesus' that's important,” Pam answered.  “It's the whole Per-
son.  Nobody else I've ever heard of said what Jesus did.  He claimed to be God the Son and the 
only way to God the Father.  Besides, His basic message was different from anybody I've ever 
heard of.” 

“Why does it just have to be Jesus?”  Nancy objected.  “Couldn't God let people who 
have never heard of Jesus into heaven another way?  I mean, God is all-powerful, isn't He?” 

“Sure,” Pam agreed. 
“Well then, He must be powerful enough to get them in some way other than telling them 

about Jesus.” 
“Yes.  But if He is powerful enough to tell them about Himself without Jesus, then isn't 

He also powerful enough to bring them to Himself through Jesus?” 
“Then what about babies and insane people who don’t have the ability to decide to be-

lieve in Jesus?”  Nancy persisted. 
“I really don't know,” Pam admitted.  “But I think the Bible says somewhere that they 

are going to heaven automatically.” 
“Are the people who lived before Jesus going to be sent to hell just because they had the 

misfortune of being born too soon?” 
“No.  They have the same chance as the rest of us.” 
“How do you figure that?”  Nancy wanted to know. 
“Because the God of the Old Testament hasn't changed, and He told them the Messiah 

would come to pay for their sins.  They had just as much opportunity to believe in Jesus looking 
forward to His coming as we do looking back at it.”5 
 
At the heart of this discussion is the question, “What is God like?”  Many people honestly are not 
sure they want to give their lives to a God who is so mean and uncaring that He sends people to 
hell just because they have never heard of Him.  Nancy and Pam discussed several aspects of the 
issue: 
 
How Can We Say God Is Fair If He Sends To Hell People Who Have Never Heard Of Him? 
 
Whatever God does, it is going to be fair.  But many feel if that were true, then He would let eve-
rybody into heaven - or at least all the “good” people.  Well, the Bible says “there is no one who 
does good, not even one” (Romans 3:10) so it would violate God’s justice (i.e. it would be un-
fair) for God to indiscriminately let everybody into heaven.  But for sake of discussion, if that is 
fair, then that is what He will do. 
 
 
 

                                                
5 Ibid., pp. 38-39. 
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The Bible rhetorically asks, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” (Genesis 18:25).  In 
other words, the God who judges the whole earth will be just and fair to each individual.   
Romans 2:11 reads, “For there is no partiality with God.”  Whatever God does about those who 
have never heard of Jesus Christ will be the most fair thing to do. 
 
But What About People Who Have Been Completely Isolated From Christianity?  How Can They 
Respond To Christ? 
 
Every person, no matter what his geographical location, has at least two sources of information 
about God to which he can respond: Nature is one source.  As we observe the universe around 
us, we see design and beauty far beyond anything we or even nature itself could produce.  Eve-
ryone has the same natural wonders around him, and they point to a superior being beyond man 
whom everyone should choose to seek. 
 
For example, if you lived in someone else’s house for a while, you would know they existed 
even if you never met them.  The pictures, artifacts, and designs you would find around the 
house would tell you of their existence as a distinct person with a definite personality.  You 
would have enough information to decide to try to find them if you wanted to.  The apostle Paul 
put it this way: “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that 
they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). 
 
But nature is not our only source of information about God.  Another one is within ourselves - 
conscience.  We have the idea of a standard of goodness beyond what we are able to keep.  Con-
science tells us about sin: the difference between the way we live and the way we know we ought 
to live.  Even those who outward reject God cannot escape their inner knowledge of a goodness 
beyond what they are able to keep.  Speaking of those who have never heard, the Bible says, 
“They show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and 
their thought alternately accusing or else defending them” (Romans 2:15).   
 
How Could Someone In An Isolated Area Know About Jesus Chirst, Even If He Wanted To? 
 
God has given all people enough information to make them responsible to seek Him (Romans 
1:19-21).  Yet, people in their sinful nature reject that information – they “suppress the truth” 
(Romans 1:18).  In the Bible, God has made Himself known to many people who, humanly 
speaking, would have had no way to know truth beyond nature and conscience.  For instance, 
God called Abraham out of paganism (Genesis 12:1ff).  And, He sent Peter to tell a ‘God-fearer’ 
named Cornelius about Jesus (Acts 10).  Pam was right: God is powerful enough to bring people 
to Himself through Jesus. 
 
Couldn't People Be Worshipping Jesus But Calling Him By A Different Name? 
 
No other religion, following the teachings of any other leader, declares a message anywhere near 
that of Jesus.  On the surface they might appear the same.  Non-Christian religions have com-
mandments and morals and rules to live by and accept some sort of supernatural being and pro-
mote the betterment of man.  But while other leaders claimed to be prophets of God or one of 
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many gods, Jesus claimed to be God, the only God, the Creator of the universe (John 14:7-9).  
All non-Christian religions teach a “works” system of reaching God or becoming better.  Jesus 
taught that no works will get one to God; faith alone accomplishes that (John 5:24; 6:28-29).  
Most religions point primarily to the betterment of man; Jesus pointed primarily to the glory of 
God (John 12:44-45).  The religions of man may claim to be a way or a better way, but they gen-
erally do not declare themselves the only way; Jesus asserted that He was the only way and that 
there was absolutely no other way (John 8:24). 
 
Besides that, the name of Jesus is significant.  Christ Himself said that the reason some people 
would end up being condemned was because they did not believe “in the name of the only begot-
ten Son of God” (John 3:18).  The Bible says that “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of those who are in heaven, and on earth” (Philippians 2:10).  (See also Acts 5:41, 1 John 3:23 
and 5:13, and 3 John 7.)  Of course when we say the name of Jesus is significant, we do not 
mean the English word J-E-S-U-S.  We mean the person, the actual carpenter of Nazareth identi-
fied by that name.  Salvation lies in that individual Man and believing what He taught. 
 
Couldn't Those Who Have Never Heard Of Jesus Be Let Into Heaven Some Other Way? 
 
If God is completely powerful, then could He not reveal Himself to those isolated people by 
some way other than telling them about the Jesus of the Bible?  Of course, God could theoreti-
cally do anything He likes.  But we might also ask, “Since God is powerful enough to reveal 
Himself some way other than how He said He would, then is He not also powerful enough to do 
it the way He said He would?”  God told us very clearly that people come to Him through hear-
ing about Jesus Christ (Romans 10:14).  The Bible does not tell us that people can come to God 
any other way, in fact, it says quite the opposite – “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” (Act 4:12) 
 
Then there is the additional problem of how people coming to God any other way could have 
their sins forgiven.  Since all men are sinners (Romans 3:23) and therefore unable to have a rela-
tionship with God (Isaiah 59:2), and since Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin  
(1 John 2:2), there is apparently no other way for people to get to God. 
 
What About Babies And Insane People Who Can't Believe In Jesus? 
 
Biblical evidence indicates that people unable consciously to choose Christ are not held account-
able for rejecting Him.  In 2 Samuel 12:23 David spoke of his infant son, who had just died.  He 
reasoned, “But now he has died; why should I fast?  Can I bring him back again?  I shall go to 
him, but he will not return to me.”  David certainly was a believer and would go to be with God 
when he died.  We can conclude that the baby, though he was never able to believe, was already 
with God.  Deuteronomy 1:39 reads, “Moreover, your little ones who you said would become a 
prey, and your sons, who this day have no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and I will 
give it to them, and they shall possess it.”  The “it” of that verse is not eternal life; “it” is the 
promised land of Palestine, not heaven.  But the principle is the same.  Those who were not able 
to be accountable were not held accountable. 
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The rest of the Bible teaches the same.  The reason people everywhere are lost is because they 
are conceived with a sin nature (Romans 5:12).  Jesus Christ paid for all sin on the cross  
(1 John 2:2).  But people are still separated from God because they have rejected Christ.  They 
reject Him when they do something they know is wrong.  Jesus Christ is the embodiment of all 
the goodness that man ought to be.  To reject Christ is therefore to reject righteousness.  But the 
converse is also true: to reject righteousness (which we do every time we intentionally sin) is to 
reject Christ.  A mentally disordered person never has the ability to reject righteousness.  Neither 
does a baby.  But as a normal infant grows up, there comes a point (and the age varies with each 
individual) when he does have within himself the knowledge of good and evil.  At that time, his 
intentional sinning is a rejection of righteousness, which is a rejection of Christ - whether he ever 
heard of Christ or not.  But before that time, he does not have the ability to reject Christ.  
Therefore, we can conclude that Scripture indicates that babies and the insane are not lost. 
 
What About People Who Lived Before Christ? 
 
God's plan to restore man to a relationship with Himself has never changed.  The message of sal-
vation in the Old Testament is the same as in the New.  Man is described as a sinner separated 
from God (Isaiah 59:2) and in need of a redeemer (Job 19:25).  The only way people could get to 
God was by grace (Psalm 6:2) through faith (Genesis 15:6), and not by their own works (Isaiah 
64:6).  The object of their faith was the personal Messiah (Isaiah 53:5) who would be God Him-
self (Isaiah 9:6) when He would come to earth as a baby (Isaiah 7:14).  They needed to have faith 
in the Messiah who would come, just as we need to have faith in the Messiah who did come.  
The details of His coming were revealed progressively.  Each age was given more details, and 
even we who are living today do not see it as clearly as we will when Jesus returns to earth.  But 
the essential message has remained unchanged since God first revealed the need of a sacrifice to 
Adam (Genesis 3:21) and his sons, Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:2-4), and promised One Who 
would come to accomplish redemption (Genesis 3:15). 
 



 Dec. 1st - From 10:00 - Noon, Pastor Ken and Kim will host our next quarterly 

 Newcomer’s Brunch at their house.  Register at the Information Center.

 Nov. 25th - 4-week Newcomer’s Orientation begins for those who’d like to know

 more about CBC.  Register at the Information Center.

 Nov. 11th - We will observe the ordinance of baptism at 5:00.  Baptism is an 

 important rite that Christ commanded for all His followers.  It is a public 

 commitment on the part of the one who professes Christ as Savior.  If interested,

 Pickup an application at the information Center.


