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Since CBC’s inception in September of 2001, our goal for each person the Lord sends to us has 
been found in the verse we adopted to guide our ministry: 
 
  He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that 
  we may present everyone fully mature in Christ.  To this end [we] strenuously contend 
  with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in [us]. (Colossians 1:28-29) 
 
At our Servant’s Seminars on November 6th of last year, and again on January 8th, Pastor Ken 
presented our 10-year plan to fulfill the objectives of that passage, saying that we want “to 
become the most effective disciple-making branch of the Church that we can possibly be.”   
 
In order to see what we need to do to at CBC to advance this Cause, let’s break down the 
activities described in these verses: 
 
We Evangelize – Proclaiming Christ by “Admonishing” 
 
The word translated ‘proclaim’ is not the common Greek word for ‘preach,’ and so one 
commentary says: It perhaps has a wider significance than the more common word for “preach” 
(kerusso) in Paul’s writings.  So, this is communication of the Gospel in both formal and 
informal settings. 
 
The word translated ‘admonishing’ is the word noutheteo, a concept which can broadly be 
defined as “loving confrontation with the truth for the purpose of change.”  The word is 
translated variously as instruct, counsel, or warn.  In this context it probably has the emphasis of 
lovingly confronting unbelievers with the Gospel for the purpose of conversion.  The Expositor’s 
Bible Commentary says: Here it relates to non-Christians, the thought probably being that [we 
seek] to awaken each of them to his need of Christ.   
 
We Edify – Proclaiming Christ by “Teaching” 
 
‘Teaching’ in Colossians 1:28 refers to instruction to believers in the way of Christ, building 
them up in the faith by the Word of God.  Such teaching is to be done ‘with all wisdom’.  That is, 
since wisdom is the application of knowledge, then our teaching will apply what we know about 
the individual and his/her needs to the teaching task, how we go about it. 
 
No Man, Woman, or Child Left Behind 
 
Both the admonishing and teaching will be done to ‘everyone’ God brings into our sphere of 
influence.  The word everyone appears twice in the English translation, but three times in Greek.  
Instead of ‘admonishing and teaching everyone’ it’s “admonishing EVERYONE and teaching 
EVERYONE so that we may present EVERYONE fully mature in Christ.”  There is no one who 
is to be left out of CBC’s evangelistic and edification efforts! 
 
Grounded and Growing, So That We’re Giving and Going 
 
People who are grounded in the truth of the Gospel and are growing in the love of the Gospel, in 
turn give for the Gospel and go to others with the Gospel.  That is, learning truth is not an end in 
itself, but should result in loving God and others so that we are living it out in service. 
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The 5G Life 
 
Achieving our church’s objectives, as stated in our mission statement, of learning, loving, and 
living, gives rise to five goals for the life of each believer: 
 

! Grounded in Truth 
! Growing in Love 
! Giving in Service 
! Going in Witness 
! Glorifying in Everything 

 
At our Servant’s Seminar in the first quarter of next year, we’re going to build upon our existing 
evangelistic training and outreach efforts by enhancing our evangelistic emphasis and individual-
congregational partnership.  But in order for each of us to make new disciples, we must ensure 
that we’re maturing as disciples.  As a church we want to facilitate each member’s entry on the 
‘Road to Maturity’ so that each one can contribute to multiplying others. 
 
Accessible Learning, Loving, and Living 
 
As noted above, our mission is to see everyone become fully mature in Christ, so we’re 
endeavoring to make our core ministries available to as many as possible.  While CBC has many, 
many ministries for both outreach and growth, we have intentionally structured our core 
ministries to be few and accessible, and the other ministries of the church to be supplemental. 
 

Learning - As a Group  
 
Our core courses for learning about God in His Word are How to Get the Most Out of Your 
Bible and Master Plan for Life.  To this point, we’ve offered those as part of our midweek 
program, but beginning on September 17th we’re moving those to Sunday morning during 
the Discovering God (11:00) hour.  Pastor Ken will teach Master Plan for life during that 
time this year, and we’re encouraging everyone to go through it in order to be grounded in 
theological truth.  Next fall he’ll teach How to Get the Most Out of Your Bible during that 
same time slot, and going forward, as new people are brought into our church, they will take 
those courses in our adult classrooms during that time as well. 

 
 Learning - One-on-One  
 
 We believe that most people will benefit from having an optional partnership with another 
 brother or sister for the purpose of spiritual growth and loving accountability, so we’re 
 offering Growth Partnerships for those at various levels of maturity: 
 

! Growth Partners for New Believers 
! Growth Partners for Men 
! Growth Partners for Women 
! Growth Partners for Young Men 
! Growth Partners for Young Women 
! Foundations – Basic Truths for Christian Growth 
! The Walk – Bible Truths Beyond the Basics 
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 Loving others – Community Groups  
 

 The most often used metaphor for the church in Scripture is a family.  Our name,  
 Community, was chosen in part to reflect this truth, and our ministry structure is designed to 
 offer venues (Café Community, Community Life events) in which the “one another” 
 commands of the Bible can be carried out, and the love by which “all men will know that 
 you are my disciples” (John 13:35) can be fostered.  Core among these opportunities is our 
 Community Group ministry. 
 
 Community Groups meet in homes on Sunday evenings for refreshments, 
 teaching/discussion, and prayer.  CG offers a relational opportunity that simply cannot be 
 gained in other settings.  So, in addition to participating on our core learning opportunities 
 that have now been moved to Sunday morning, we urge all who can to participate in our 
 core loving opportunity in Community Groups on Sunday evenings.1 

 
 Living for God’s Purpose  
 
 Placing people in ministries for which there is not a good fit is caused by a shortage of 
 supply, demand or both.  For instance, we often find ourselves simply looking for a warm 
 body to fill a position due to lack of willing workers (supply).  On the other hand, some 
 churches have a large number of potential servants but have so narrowed the available 
 ministries that many people are left as spectators.   For instance, 1 Peter 4:11 indicates two 
 broad categories of gifts, speaking and serving: If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 
 speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God 
 provides … Many churches have a traditional structure of Christian education and outreach 
 that focuses on speaking gifts to the exclusion of serving gifts.  This, despite the fact that 
 most of the gifts listed in the NT fall into the service category and experience has shown that 
 most people would rather die than speak!  The result is a lack of demand. 
 
  The Foundational Principles of Service 
 
  1. All members are ministers. 
 

  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
  grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:16) 
 
  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully  
  administering God’s grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it 
  as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the 
  strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus  
  Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
  (1 Peter 4:10-11) 

 
 
 

                                                
1 We’re seeking to make Community Groups as accessible as possible as well by offering to form groups on 
evenings other than Sunday. 
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  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is   
  prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; 
  if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is  
  contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let 
  him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  
  (Romans 12:6-8) 

 
  2. Each member-minister is uniquely designed by God. 
 

  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many…God has arranged the parts 
  in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one 
  part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.    
  (1 Corinthians 14:14, 18-20) 
 
  We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God  
  prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10) 

 
  3. The task of pastoral ministry is equipping ministers to minister. 
 

  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be   
  evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for  
  works of service … (Ephesians 4:11-12a) 

 
What’s the Next Step? 
 
We’re asking each person to participate in a very limited number of core ministries in order to 
grow – core classes and core fellowship.  These are offered intentionally in just two time slots – 
Sunday morning for the core classes (Master Plan for Life and How to Get the Most Out of Your 
Bible) and Sunday evening2 (Community Groups). 
 
It may well be that you will also benefit from an optional growth partnership, so we are offering 
those at various levels as well. 
 
And, we believe that God has saved us to serve, so we want to work with you to find an area of 
service that fits your ability and availability. 
 
Restoration Area 
 
Life in a fallen world can derail our progress as we sin and are sinned against, or we simply 
experience the ill effects of the curse on our bodies and environment.  In all of these we need a 
place to rest and find healing so that we can be used to our full potential.  The pastoral staff 
stands ready to help in any way we can in order to bring God’s Word to bear on the 
circumstances God has allowed for your life.   
 
We’re distributing a sheet this morning for you to indicate your interest in any or all of these 
opportunities. 

                                                
2 We’re seeking to make Community Groups as accessible as possible as well by offering to form groups on 
evenings other than Sunday. 


