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To Whom Do We Give the Gospel? 

 
We have seen that the God’s purpose for evangelism, as with all things, is to 
bring Him glory, to display His character.  Specifically, the Gospel is the 
means by which the mirrors we were made to be are repaired, since we’re all 
broken by our sin. We’ve also seen the beauty of the Gospel message and all 
that it accomplishes in the life of one who embraces it.  These two issues, 
why we give the Gospel and what the Gospel accomplishes, should provide 
motivation to overcome our faintheartedness.  
 
We also need to understand to whom we give the Gospel.  That is, what is 
the condition of those to whom we go with the Gospel message?  What 
effect has sin had on their lives such that the Gospel is the answer?  We’ve 
seen that due to sin people are broken and foggy mirrors who fail to reflect 
the character of God in the way the think and talk and act.  What do those 
cracks look like?  How has sin fogged up the mirrors we were made to be? 
 
We Go to People Who Know God 
 
What may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 
that people are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20) 
 
All people are included in this passage.  New Testament scholar Douglas 
Moo says: 
 
Every person … whether a first-century pagan or a twentieth-century materialist— has 
been given a knowledge of God and has spurned that knowledge in favor of idolatry, in 
all its varied manifestations. All therefore stand under the awful reality of the wrath of 
God, and all are in desperate need of the justifying power of the gospel of Christ. We will 
never come to grips with the importance of the gospel, or be motivated as we should be to 
proclaim it, until this sad truth has been fully integrated into our worldview. 
 
This universal knowledge of God is spoken of in Psalm 19: 
 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day 
after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  They have no 
speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.  Yet their voice goes out into all 
the earth, their words to the ends of the world. (Psalm 19:1-4) 
 
God has made Himself known to all people, but there’s a problem.  
Although we go to people who know God, it’s also true that … 
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We Go to People Who Do Not Want to Know God 
 
One of the effects of the entrance of sin into God's originally good world is 
that people no longer live for the purpose for which they were made, and so 
what should be music to our ears, truth, is something we don't want to hear: 
 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness. (Romans 1:18) 
 
Until one is regenerated by the Holy Spirit they suppress, hold down the 
truth.  So, to whom are we going?  We’re going to someone who doesn't like 
to hear truth.  In fact, Romans 1 goes on to say: They did not think it 
worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God (v. 28).  Here's what it means: By 
nature, we don't like to think about God.  

So we’re going to broken, foggy mirrors.  But what does the fog and the 
cracks look like? Well, it looks like this: Holding down the truth, so much so 
that I don't like thinking about God.  This is the reason that all of us have 
heard more than once that one of the things you never, ever talk about in 
polite company is religion.  I can talk about who I slept with over the 
weekend, I can talk about how sloshed I got, what movie I went to, etc.  I 
can talk about everything in the world, but the last thing I want to hear about 
is the God Who made me.  Why is that?  It's part of the crack in my mirror.  
It’s part of the fog obscuring an accurate reflection of what I was made to be 
- holding down the truth and not wanting to think about God.    

To an unbeliever God is like repressed memories syndrome.  God is like a 
bad thought, a bad memory to those outside of Jesus.  So I don't want to talk 
about Him and I hold the truth about Him down even though He's all around 
me.  I do everything I can to deny it.  I do everything I can to ignore it.  But 
God keeps sticking Himself in my face and keeps sending these annoying, 
really annoying Bible thumping types around and they want to tell me about 
Him and I'm tired of hearing it.  

Because of willful neglect of and suppression of truth about God, the Bible 
says that all people are “without excuse.” (v. 20).  Nobody can truthfully 
ever say to God, “You didn't show Yourself to me.”  The fact that one has 
breath to make that false claim is evidence of God.  The fact that anyone can 
consider the world around them and know that God is, renders all people 
without excuse for suppressing the truth they know.  Every person who has 
ever concocted a theory (e.g. evolution) to rid himself of God as the Creator 
will one day stand before the One Whom they denied and be defenseless 
before the true and living God.  The word translated ‘without excuse’ in  
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verse 20 is apologia.  We get our word apologetics from it, which means to 
defend the faith to those who are skeptical of it.  At the end of verse 20 it’s 
the negative form of that word meaning without a defense.  People outside 
of Christ will stand before Him without a defense because He has given 
them light that they suppress and don't like to think about. 
 
So, to whom are we going?  We're going to people who know God, people 
who do want to know God, and … 
 
We Go to People Who Are Fools 

We are going to people who are foolish, who in their denial of God think 
and talk and act foolishly.  Foolishness in the Bible is failure to use what 
you've been given for its purpose.  Wisdom is using what you've been given 
for its intended purpose, applying what you've been given for the purpose 
for which it was given.  So the Bible says in Psalm 14:1, ‘The fool says in 
his heart ‘There is no God.’”  Why?  Because he's failing to use what he's 
been given for the purpose for which it was given, to know God.  God has 
given evidence all around him, but he denies that, he holds it down.  He’s a 
fool.  He’s not ignorant and not necessarily intellectually deficient.  He may 
be quite intelligent.  But the Bible says he's foolish because he fails to use 
what God has given for the purpose of God gave it.  So, although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools (v. 22).   

That’s who we’re going to - people who know God, people who don't want 
to know God and people who talk and speak and act foolishly.  How does 
that foolishness manifest itself?  Think about the things that God has given 
and the purpose for which He has given them, and then compare that to how 
the world uses those persons and things: 

Why has God given us spouses? If you're married, he's given that to reflect 
Him in the uniting of a man and a woman as one, thus mysteriously 
emulating the nature of God Who is distinct Persons and one God.  Why has 
God given the relationship between a husband and a wife?  The Bible uses 
this as an analogy for the Church and Christ, the bride of Christ.  That’s a 
beautiful picture.  That's the purpose for which God gave marriage, but what 
will a fool do with it?  A fool will use that for different purposes altogether, 
and so marriages are a wreck.  Why?  Because people are foolish.  They 
don't use it for the purpose for which it was given.  Consider our physical 
bodies that God has given us.  Think about the ways people abuse those 
bodies.  In Romans one, further down in the chapter, it talks about how 
people misuse the bodies that God has given them in homosexuality and 
other perversions.  These are misappropriations of what God has made.   
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Think of virtually anything God has given and you can also see ways in 
which people have foolishly misused those gifts.   

However, that misuse of God’s gifts, the distortions of what He has made, 
offer opportunity for the Good News.  The foolish sin of the world is indeed 
bad news with devastating consequences, but it’s those very problems that 
open the door for the solution. 
 
The truth of the matter is, people cannot live with the consequences of their 
foolishness.  That’s why C.S. Lewis said, “Pain insists upon being attended 
to.  God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but 
shouts in our pains.  It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”  People will 
abuse bodies with alcohol and all sorts of things.  They really can't live with 
that, and God often uses it in the lives of these otherwise foolish people to 
get their attention to say, in effect, “Does that feel good?”  “How's that 
working out for you?”   
 
When Jesus met Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9 he was on the wrong road.  He was 
going to kill Christians.  Do you remember what Jesus said to Saul?  He 
said, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?  It is hard for you to kick 
against the goads.’ (Acts 26:14).  He was saying, “Paul, it's hard for you to 
go the wrong way.”  Proverbs says, “The way of transgressors is hard.” 
(13:15 KJV) 
 
It may look from the outside that all the foolishness and revelry taking place 
on a typical Saturday night that everybody's having a great time, but the 
truth is, inside, God has set eternity in the hearts of people (Ecclesiastes 
3:11) and they know something is missing, that something is not right.  So 
we’re going to people who know God, who don't want to know God, and are 
foolish, but therein lies the entrance for the Gospel because in the midst of 
the pain the foolishness has created, in the midst of that difficulty, God in 
His sovereign timing, sends us with a word of grace to that person, telling 
them that the God you've been running from is still chasing you with good 
news.  


