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The Importance of the Virgin Birth 
 

 I. Introduction: 
A. Luke 1:26–35 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words 
and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31You will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34“How will this 
be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 
will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one 
to be born will be called the Son of God.” 
 

B. Matthew 1:18–25 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet 
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But 
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth 
to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 

C. If you had to find a new church, what factors would influence your decision? 
 
D. What are the essentials of the gospel you would look for in a new church? One set of 

well-known principles is called the five solas. These principles come out of the 
Protestant Reformation (1500s). 
1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) — What must I obey? 
2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — What must I do to be saved? 
3. Solus Christus (Christ Alone) — What must I trust? 
4. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) — What must I earn? 
5. Soli Deo Gloria (Glory of God Alone) — What is the point? 
 

E. These principles were designed to distinguish the true gospel from the false teaching of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
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F. In the early 1900s in America, true believers in the gospel saw that Modernists were no 

longer holding to the truth and began to separate from them. Historically, this is called 
the Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy. 
1. Biblical inspiration and the infallibility of Scripture 
2. Virgin Birth of Jesus 
3. Belief that Christ's death was the atonement for sin 
4. Bodily resurrection of Jesus 
5. Historical reality of the miracles of Jesus 
 

G. The thing these Five Fundamentals have is common is the miraculous. 
 
H. One of the things that was being denied by the modernists and is still denied today by 

liberal Christians is the Virgin born Son of God—Jesus was not the divine Son of God, 
but simply a great moral teacher. 

 
I. We must not confuse the Virgin Birth of Christ with the so-called doctrine of the 

Immaculate Conception. 
 
J. The Roman Catholic Church says that Luke 1:28 teaches the Immaculate Conception of 

Mary: “The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 
Lord is with you.’” 

 
K. When the Bible was translated into Latin 350 years after Luke wrote this verse, the Greek 

word translated “highly favored” in the NIV was translated “full of grace” in the Latin 
Vulgate. Literally, the Latin reads, “Hail, full of grace.” 

 
L. The translation “full of grace” does not teach that Mary was conceived without sin or 

lived a sinless life. The Greek word is used only one other time in the NT, and that is in 
Ephesians 1:6, “To the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the 
One he loves.” The phrase “freely given” is the same Greek word used in Luke 1:28. We 
could translate Ephesians 1:6, “he has favored us in the One he loves.”  

 
M. Not only does Scripture not teach that Mary was sinless; it teaches just the opposite. The 

Bible says in Luke 1:46-47, “And Mary said: ‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior.’” 

 
N. What is so important about the Virgin Birth that two writers of Scripture would spend so 

much time explaining it to us? 
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 II. The Importance of the Virgin Birth Historically 
 

A. I mentioned earlier the Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy of the early 1900s. 
Christianity in America was sort of divided into two camps: those who believed in the 
fundamentals of the faith, and those who doubted some or all of them. 

 
B. Although the word fundamentalist has fallen on bad times, one cannot deny the 

fundamental, essential truths of the Christian faith and still honestly claim to be a 
Christian. 

 
C. Some things are essential or fundamental to the Christian faith. One of these truths that a 

genuine Christian must not, and cannot knowingly, deny is the Virgin Birth or Virgin 
Conception of Christ. 

 
 III. The Importance of the Virgin Birth Theologically 

 

The Virgin Birth is important theologically for two reasons. 
A. Essential for the Incarnation 

1. The word Incarnation comes from the Latin and means “to embody in flesh.” The 
key text here is John 1:14, “The Word was made flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.” By the Incarnation we mean that the second person of the Trinity, God the Son, 
took upon himself humanity; he became a human being, while retaining his deity. 

 
2. What’s important about the Virgin Birth is that it made possible the uniting of full 

deity and full humanity in one person. This is called the hypostatic union. 
 
3. The Virgin Birth made it possible for the Son of God to become a human being 

without the generation of a new person, and the reason this is important is that only a 
human being could have died in our place and paid the penalty for our sin. Hebrews 
2:14, 16–17 says, “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power 
of death—that is, the devil—For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 
descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, 
in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 
and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.” 

 
B. Essential for the Sinlessness of the God-Man. 

1. The Virgin Birth made it possible for the Son of God to become a human being and a 
human without inherited sin. 

 
2. Gabriel told Mary in Luke 1:35, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the 
Son of God.” This verse suggests that Christ’s sinlessness is related to his miraculous 
conception. 

 
3. Why is Christ’s sinlessness so important? Because only a sinless human being can 

make atonement for other humans. 


