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What Does the Bible Teach About Abortion? 

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court of the United States handed down one of the most con-
troversial decisions in this nation’s history. It was the case known as Roe v. Wade, wherein “Jane 
Roe” (later revealed to be Norma McCovey) claimed she was raped and had a right to an abor-
tion. The Supreme Court agreed, and as a result abortion was legalized.  

Since that day, abortion has been one of the most divisive issues of our time. Sides line up very 
quickly and typically characterize the other side in pejorative terms. Those for abortion call 
themselves “pro-choice” and their opponents “anti-choice.” Those against abortion call them-
selves “pro-life” and their opponents “pro-abortion” or “pro death.” It’s an issue that most people 
are passionately for or against. 

Those who support the right to abortion focus on the rights of the mother. They say she has the 
right to determine her own life, to choose whether or not to have a baby. If she isn’t emotionally 
or financially ready to support a child, she should have the option of “terminating” the preg-
nancy. It would be better to abort the child than to bring it into a dysfunctional family situation. 
Further, they teach that the fetus is not a person until it is born. Women should be free to enjoy 
sexual relations without the threat of producing children. 

Others focus on the life of the baby, asserting that an unborn child is just as human as one who 
has been born. The mother should not have the right to end the life of her child just because she 
doesn’t want it. Because an unborn child is fully human, killing him/her is murder. 

History of the Abortion Issue 

The practice of abortion has been common throughout history. However, many cultures consid-
ered abortion to be a serious crime. Part of the Hippocratic Oath, which most doctors endorse, 
states in part, “I will not give a woman a [drug] to produce an abortion.” The Jewish people were 
historically against the practice, as were the leaders of the early church. Until a few decades ago, 
most laws in the United States recognized that a woman was “with child” at the moment of con-
ception. 

In the landmark Roe v. Wade case in January 1973 the Supreme Court in a 7-2 vote found feder-
ally-protected right to abortion based a “right to privacy” in the US Constitution. As a result, the 
abortion laws of all 50 states were invalidated and abortion became a constitutional right.  From 
1973 to 2011 over 50,000,000 abortions were performed in the United States (see more recent 
statistics below). 

In 1992 in Planned Parenthood v. Casey affirmed the basic ruling of Roe that the state is prohib-
ited from banning most abortions. Casey also ruled, however, that states may regulate abortions 
so as to protect the health of the mother and the life of the baby, and may outlaw abortions of 
“viable” unborn babies.  As a result, many states have adopted laws that restrict access to abor-
tion.  In May 2019 Alabama passed a law that allows abortions only if the life of the mother was 
threatened; if the mother had a mental illness that could result in “her death or the death of her 
unborn child;” or if the child had a fatal anomaly that would result in stillbirth or its death after 
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birth.  Georgia has passed the ‘fetal heartbeat’ law that bans abortions after the detection of a 
heartbeat, usually at six or seven weeks.  Ohio and Mississippi have passed similar legislation, 
and twenty states have either passed or attempted to pass stricter abortion legislation. 

Interestingly, in 2004, Congress passed and the President signed into law the Unborn Victims of 
Violence Act. It is a federal law that considers certain crimes against a pregnant woman a crime 
committed against two people. Abortion foes worked against this bill because they recognized 
that it gave human status to unborn children. Yet, one of the clauses in the bill explicitly states 
that abortion is not covered by it. 

What is Abortion? 

Abortion is the expulsion or removal of a child from the uterus at a stage of development when it 
is incapable of independent survival, resulting in its death. A “zygote” is a fertilized egg, the ear-
liest form of the baby. “Embryo” refers to a child at the early stages of development. “Fetus” re-
fers to a baby after the first three months of life. Most abortions are performed within the first 
trimester (3 months). 

What Happens at an Abortion? (WARNING: THIS MATERIAL IS DISTURBING) 

Before one can determine whether a particular practice is ethical she needs information. There-
fore, this section describes the various ways abortion is performed. These descriptions are dis-
turbing to most, which itself says something about the issue of abortion. Normally a surgical in-
strument of some sort is inserted into the womb. The doctor then uses the instrument to cut the 
unborn baby in pieces. Sometimes a sharp-tipped vacuum pipe is used to both cut the baby up 
and suck him out. Another process injects a strong salt solution into the fluid surrounding the 
baby. The salt poisons the child to death. Perhaps the most gruesome method is the D & E, or 
“partial birth abortion,” in which the doctor delivers the baby’s body except for the head. He then 
kills the baby, collapses its skull, and delivers it the rest of the way. A pharmacological method 
of abortion comes in the form of the RU 486 pill. This drug causes the uterus to shed its lining, 
which dislodges the fertilized egg or embryo, all of which is expelled. RU 486 is more than 95% 
effective in terminating a pregnancy within the first 7 weeks. 

Some Statistics About Abortion  

• Based on the latest state-level data, approximately 879,000 abortions took place in the United 
States in 2017—down from approximately 892,000 abortions in 2016 and 913,000 abor-
tions in 2015. 

• According to the Guttmacher Institute, an estimated 926,240 abortions took place in the 
United States in 2014—down from 1.06 million in 2011, 1.21 million abortions in 2008, 1.2 
million in 2005, 1.29 million in 2002, 1.31 million in 2000 and 1.36 million in 1996. From 
1973 through 2011, nearly 53 million legal abortions occurred in the U.S (AGI). 

• In 2014, approximately 19% of U.S. pregnancies (excluding spontaneous miscarriages) 
ended in abortion. 

• During the next 24 hours, about 2400 abortions will take place in this country.  
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• In 2015, in Michigan, about 19.4% of pregnancies ended by induced abortion. 

• The State of Florida records a reason for every abortion that occurs within its borders each 
year. In 2015, there were 71,740 abortions in Florida. Of that number almost 99% were per-
formed on healthy women, with healthy babies, who chose to have sex - i.e. not due to rape, 
incest, or life of the mother/child.  

The Ethics of Abortion 

The ethics of abortion revolves around the question of when an unborn child becomes a genuine 
human being, deserving of the normal protections that all other humans expect. Is one a complete 
human upon conception, or only after being born? In other words, is a fertilized egg (a zygote) a 
human being in the same sense as is an eight-month-old fetus or a ten-year-old child? Is a zygote 
a whole human deserving of human rights or is he/she only a human potentially, deserving no 
special protections until after birth? This is the center of the argument. 

Examine these typical “pro-choice” arguments: 

• A woman has the right to choose what happens to her own body. A woman’s choice to de-
liver or abort a baby is hers alone. 

• The fetus is not a human being. It is a glob of tissue, potentially human, but not fully human. 
The fetus is not an independent person but is totally dependent on the body of the woman for 
its life support and is physically attached to her. Only after birth can the baby be considered 
its own person. 

• An unwanted pregnancy would be inconvenient, expensive, and may needlessly endanger the 
life of the mother.1 Young women especially are not ready to take on the role of mother and 
should not be forced to care for an unwanted child. 

• If unwanted babies are not aborted, they will likely be raised in unloving, abusive families. 
Motherhood should never be punishment for having sex. Many unwanted babies are abused, 
neglected and/or battered or even killed by unloving or immature parents. Many women 
make mistakes in having babies they don’t want and can’t love or care for. They should not 
be penalized further by being forced to carry the baby to term. 

• An embryo or fetus aborted in the first trimester cannot feel pain because its nervous system 
is not yet functioning to that level. Medical researchers and medical literature say that the 
pathways in the brain that permit the sensation of pain develop after 30 weeks. So, killing the 
fetus before that does not cause pain. 

• There is nothing immoral or evil in abortion. The Bible does not prohibit the practice. Per-
sonhood at conception is a religious belief, not a provable biological fact. The religious com-
munity disagrees about the morality of abortion. It’s wrong to impose one’s own moral/ethi-
cal choices on others. Because abortion is a religious issue, one should not try to make it ille-
gal through legislation or the courts. 

• Laws have never stopped abortion, but only banished it to back-alley butchers. Abortions 
will happen whether the practice is legal or not. It’s best to make it legal to protect all parties 
involved. 

                                                

1 The argument is that bringing a child to birth is far more dangerous for the mother than is an early abortion. 
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We will approach this issue on two fronts: biblically and scientifically. We’ll first see that bibli-
cal principles support the idea that an unborn child is fully human and deserving of protection. 
Then we’ll see that science proves that an unborn child is clearly human well before birth.  

Biblical Principles About the Humanity of an Unborn Child 

There are several lines of evidence in the Bible that strongly suggest that an unborn child is fully 
human and just as valuable as anyone else. 

• In the Bible, the same words are used both for unborn children as well as children that have 
been born. 

The Hebrew word yeled, most often used for children, is used for the unborn in Exodus 
21:22. The Greek word brephos is used in Acts 7:19 to refer to children killed at Pharaoh’s 
command is used in Luke 1:41 and 44 of the John the Baptist before he was born. 

• In the Bible, personal pronouns are applied to unborn children: 

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb. (Psalm 139:13) 

The unborn, even at the zygote stage, is referred to in a personal way. David was a sinful hu-
man from the time of conception, and his body was knit together in his mother’s womb. 

As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
(Luke 1:44) 

Human emotion is explicitly attributed to the unborn John. Emotion is an aspect of personal-
ity. Thus, it would seem that the Bible attributes personality and therefore personhood, to the 
unborn. 

• The Old Testament Law views the unborn as fully human persons.2  

If men struggle with each other and strike a woman with child so that she gives birth prema-
turely, yet there is no injury, he shall surely be fined as the woman's husband may demand of 
him, and he shall pay as the judges decide. But if there is any further injury, then you shall 
appoint as a penalty life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn 
for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. (Exodus 21:22-25) 

The point of this passage is that both the mother and the unborn child are of equal value. If 
neither the premature child nor the mother is hurt, a simple fine is levied. However, if either 
is hurt, the guilty party will be punished in kind, even to the point of death. Thus, the Mosaic 

                                                

2 House, “Miscarriage or Premature Birth: Additional Thoughts on Exodus 21:22-25,” WTJ (Fall 1988);” Congdon, 
“Exodus 21:22-25 and the Abortion Debate,” Bib Sac (April 1989), Kaiser, “Exodus,” p. 434; Durham, Exodus, 
WBC, pp. 323-4. 
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Law views both the unborn and the adult as equally human, equally valuable. “The text then 
gives no credence to abortion of the fetus but rather reveals the sanctity of both adult and fe-
tal life.”3 

• The Bible indicates that humanness is transferred to the unborn child. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me. (Psalm 51:5) 

This verse strongly supports the idea that a fetus is indeed an individual human person. A 
glob of non-human tissue cannot be “sinful.” But David asserts that he was sinful from the 
time of conception, which could be true only if he were fully human from that point.4 Every 
aspect of the parents’ humanity is transferred to the newly conceived child. The fetus is by 
nature as fully sinful and as fully human as his parents. 

• God’s interest in a person begins long before birth. 

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb. I will give thanks to 
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows 
it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, and skillfully 
wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your 
book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of 
them. (Psalm 139:13-16) 

This passage teaches that much more is going on in the womb than just the growth of a bunch 
of cells. David attributes all the activity to God–God possessed, covered and made David 
while still in the womb. God skillfully formed the baby’s body. God even saw him prior to 
birth. His “embryo” (unformed body) and even the course of his life was determined. Hence, 
in God’s eyes, even an unborn baby is a person. 

If this is an important issue, then one might ask why the Bible does not say anything directly 
about abortion. It could be that abortion was so unthinkable to a Jewish woman that there was no 
need to mention it in the Jewish law code. It could be that children were viewed as a gift from 
God, not an inconvenience. It could be that it was firmly believed that God is sovereign over 
conception and birth. Most importantly, the Bible does condemn murder. Since the Bible viewed 
the unborn as humans, they were included in the laws against murder. The teaching of the Bible 
is that a child is human, whether before birth or after. Hence, taking the life of an unborn child is 
murder. 

  

                                                

3 House, p. 123. 
4 Because David received his parents’ total depravity at his conception, we find support for the Traducian view of 
the origin of man – an individual is not directly created by God but rather is a product of procreation reflecting his 
parentage. 
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Medical/Scientific Proof that an Unborn Child is Human 

• At the moment of conception, the sperm fertilizes the egg, and a dramatic and instantaneous 
change occurs. These two cells form a new cell, which has a genetic uniqueness, complete-
ness and wholeness as a one-celled zygote. Such a zygote formed at conception has all the 
genetic identity and programming to mature into an embryo, a fetus, a baby, a child, a teen-
ager, an adult. The one-celled zygote is fully human life.5 

• The embryo is genetically distinct from its mother. It has 46 chromosomes, its own DNA, 
and is kept separate from its mother’s system by the placenta. Thus, the baby is clearly not 
just a part of the mother’s body. It’s not independent of the mother, but it’s not the mother. 

• The heart of the baby is formed and operational very early in pregnancy, around the 20th day. 
A heartbeat is detectable approximately six weeks into the pregnancy. Brain waves begin 
around the 40th day. Heartbeat and brain activity are signs of independent life. Fingerprints 
exist by about the eighth week, and by the ninth or tenth week, the baby can squint, swallow, 
and move his tongue. By the twelfth or thirteenth week, the child can suck his thumb and re-
coil in pain when pricked by a needle.6 All biological human functions are present by 12 
weeks. The slogan “Abortion stops a beating heart” is true in most cases. 

• It’s clear that the baby is able to sense pain very early on in its life. It is able to react to vari-
ous stimuli, such as sound, movement and temperature. 

• No magic occurs at birth which suddenly makes an unborn baby human. The baby is the 
same baby, whether inside or outside the uterus. Every unborn baby is a complete, individual, 
living human being from the earliest moment of his or her existence at fertilization. Whether 
or not the baby is able to sense pain or is dependent on the mother does not matter. An un-
born child is distinct from its mother and is a fully human being who deserves the full protec-
tion of the law. 

• Medical science keeps pushing back the time of viability, i.e., when a baby can survive out-
side the mother’s womb. If killing a born, pre-mature baby is murder, then killing one of the 
same age, but still within the mother’s womb, is no less murder. Currently, the age of viabil-
ity is at about 19 weeks after fertilization, and babies born at 22-23 weeks commonly survive 
(36 weeks is the normal gestation period). At 11 weeks, all organ systems are functioning. 
The baby could stand on an adult’s fingernail. The baby even has eyelids, nails, and finger-
prints. The baby has a skeletal structure, nerves, and circulation. From this age on, there is 
only growth in size and maturation of the organs already present. From a biological point of 
view, there is little difference between an unborn fetus and a born infant. If killing a child af-
ter birth is immoral, killing one a few weeks or months prior to birth is equally immoral. 

 

  

                                                

5 John C. Rankin, “The Corporeal Reality Of Nepes And The Status Of The Unborn,” JETS 31/2 (June 1988) 153-
160. 
6 Davis, Evangelical Ethics, pp. 144-45. 
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Quality of Life vs. Value of Life 

Since one cannot deny the biological data supporting the human life of an unborn child, abortion 
proponents have shifted the argument to the value of life rather than the presence of it. So, mat-
ters like a negative impact on the quality of the mother’s life, financial or emotional drain on the 
parents, physical or mental problems for the child, etc. “Morality,” then, for abortion supporters 
consists of giving women the freedom to abort their children if they so desire. Taking away this 
right to “self-determination” is immoral. They consider access to abortion a “basic human right.” 
The availability of so-called safe and legal abortions is a sign of a mature civilization, they con-
tend. 

Biblical ethics demands that all humans hold value. From the very young to the very old, all hu-
mans share the image of God and possess the rights common to all people. Once someone tries to 
determine what lives are “valuable” and what lives are not, humanity starts sliding toward barba-
rism. Any scheme that attempts to define “worthwhile” or “useful” life may easily exclude the 
unborn, blacks, Jews, gypsies, the handicapped, mentally ill, infirm, aged, or whoever those in 
political power decide do not meet their standards for human personhood. It’s happened many 
times historically. The weak and handicapped need special help and attention, not destruction. 
Further, no one has the right to murder anyone else. Taking away a woman’s ability to legally 
kill her child is not immoral. Society should protect and nurture the innocent. 

Conclusion 

We must value all life.  

According to the biblical evidence, God recognizes the humanity of a child long before its birth. 
Unborn children, at whatever stage of development, are individual persons with all the rights af-
forded to other humans. Because an unborn child is in the image of God, we must acknowledge 
the sanctity of his life. Medically speaking, the unborn child is just as human as a born child is. 
Therefore, abortion is the taking of human life, and is condemned as the sin of murder. Abortion 
is not the answer to the problem of unwanted pregnancies. 

Human life is a gift from God, and its origin in biological terms reflects the order of creation. 
Specifically, at the point of conception the one-celled human zygote is a person in the fullest 
sense, an image-bearer of God deserving the same respect and protection that we should afford 
all human beings.7 

We must not rely too heavily on government.  

The overturning of Roe v. Wade is a constant discussion in political circles. Each election cycle 
brings it to the forefront again. Court nominees are asked their position on the case under the 
guise of searching for a position on stare decisis. We must realize that overturning Roe v. Wade 
would not outlaw abortion. It would simply return the laws of abortion to the individual states. 

                                                

7 Ibid. 
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Then each state could make its own decision about abortion. Thus, overturning Roe v. Wade will 
not solve the abortion debate.  

What about cases of rape, incest, or the life of the mother?  

While rape and incest are horrible crimes that should be punished to the full extent of the law, a 
murder in the form of abortion only compounds the tragedy. In cases of the life of the mother, it 
is somewhat ethically more challenging. Some would argue that we should never sacrifice two 
lives for the sake of one. We should abort the baby rather than risk the death of the baby and 
mother both. It seems more consistent with biblical teaching to honor both the life of the mother 
and the baby by leaving them in God’s hands with the best medical care available. God is the one 
who gives life and takes it. We should not play God with the lives of the mother and/or baby. 

What should we do about abortion? 

We must provide alternatives. We need to focus on adoption. We must provide care and support 
for unwed mothers. This includes counseling, teaching, and helping to provide for their needs. 
The gospel of Jesus Christ calls us to do no less. It will require an investment of time and energy, 
of emotion and sympathy, and even of finances. By reaching out to help these mothers, we can 
model the love of Christ and honor the life that God gives.  

We must teach and model biblical purity. The best way to solve the abortion problem is to teach 
the Bible’s view of marriage, sex, and children. Too often, we have separated those things. By 
raising young men and young women who see sex honored as God’s gift in marriage, and chil-
dren as the blessing of God, we can remove the need for abortion.  

We must realize that changing laws will not fix the problem. We must strive to change hearts 
through the message of Jesus Christ. Only Jesus can change our views through the Gospel that 
restores dignity and preciousness to all of life.  

For those who have had an abortion, the great news is that there is forgiveness in Christ. His 
death for sin covers even the sin of abortion. You need not live in guilt. You can experience the 
grace of forgiveness.  

For those contemplating abortion, please consider your other options. You do not need to go 
down this road. If you do not want to keep your baby, there are loving, Christian couples who 
would love to adopt your baby and raise him in a godly home.  

From God’s perspective, all life is sacred because all life is created in His image. As we saw in 
the Bible, unborn children are clearly recognized as humans and are treated as such, even in the 
law. As we view life from God’s perspective, it should cause us to honor life just as God does. 
We must let Him be the Taker of life, just as He is the Giver.  

 

 

 



Community Bible Church is committed to helping each member of your family live 
out the purposes for which God made us. We offer ministries and events targeted to 
every age group to help equip each person to live a life filled with meaning:

• May 26th and June 23rd at 6:00 are the next two installments of the Oneness 
Marriage series. All who want to learn more about God’s design for marriage are 
welcome to attend. 

• May 27th at Noon is our annual Memorial Day Picnic at the Ministry Center.  Feel 
free to bring your favorite yard games, lawn chairs, and bikes/toys for kids to ride on 
in a roped-off area of the parking lot.

• June 8th is the annual Home Plate event at Comerica Park - on-field clinic for kids, 
testimonies from Tiger players, food coupon, souvenirs, and a Tiger game.  Cost is 
$34.  Tickets are available in the Resource Center.

• July 7th begins a 13-week series on the topic of Finances during the Discovering 
God (11:00) hour.

• July 14-18 is Vacation Bible School where each evening at 6:00, kids (K-5th) will 
have a blast with The Incredible Race.

• August 9th is our annual Mudhens game at Fifth Third field in Toledo. 

• September 13-14 is a Couple’s Retreat at the Gull Lake Conference Center (see 
www.gulllake.org) with guest speaker, Biblical counselor Rick Thomas – see Rick’s 
bio at www.rickthomas.net. 

• Pioneer Clubs and Community Institute meet each Wednesday at 7:00 from 
September – April. Pioneer Club is a Christ-centered ministry for K-5th that is 
designed to teach the truth of the Bible in a structured yet fun environment.  Teens 
meet for the High Impact Students while the adults gather for Community Institute 
which offers classes on the Bible and practical Christian living. 

• Growth Partners involves the daily study of a portion of the Bible, weekly 
memorization of Bible verses and the weekly study of a resource that 
provides insights to the biblical profile of maturity for a man or woman of God. 
Partners meet weekly or biweekly to pray, discuss the reading assignments 
and review the memory verses. This time is also an opportunity for partners 
to share the daily events and concerns of their lives in a confidential setting. 
See the Welcome Desk for more information. 

Please consider participating in these or any of our other events. We’d love to have 
your family become a part of our family!

Find all our events at www.cbctrenton.com


