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What Does the Bible Teach About Origins? 

In 1835, a 26-year-old British naturalist named Charles Darwin visited the Galapagos Islands off 
the coast of South America. There he formulated a theory to explain the diversity of life he saw 
in the world. Darwin published On the Origin of Species by Natural Selection in 1859. His work 
remains the foundation of all modern thought on evolution. 

Darwin’s theory of evolution made headlines in America in 1925 with the (in)famous Scopes 
Monkey Trial in Dayton, TN, in which John Scopes, a young biology teacher, was prosecuted for 
teaching evolution in violation of Tennessee law. Scopes was convicted and forced to pay a fine. 
Although the creationists won that battle, in the minds of many in the public, they lost the war. 
The northern newspapers that covered the event portrayed the creationists as backwoods ignora-
muses and the image has stuck.1 

Today, the evolutionary theory of the origin of the universe seems almost universally accepted, 
at least if we judge by mainstream media and academia. What does the Bible teach? Does sci-
ence contradict the Bible? Should we keep religion and science separate? Does it really matter? 
To answer these questions, we begin by looking at the nature of the debate. 

I. Two Opposing Worldviews 

At its heart, the creation/evolution debate involves two opposing worldviews – Naturalism and 
Supernaturalism. Every worldview has a set of basic commitments that limit the explanations 
that can be given for a particular phenomenon.  

 A. Naturalism 

Naturalism is a view that the “universe of matter and energy is all that there really is” and there-
fore naturalism denies the existence of God. 2 In the study of the origins of the universe, natural-
ism assumes that everything in the world arose through natural processes or natural causes. It 
removes the possible explanation of God’s intervention in the natural process. For them, the 
world is not the result of rational processes and intent, but it is random.  

                                                

1 In fact, the trial was made into a play and later movie called Inherit the Wind, an unflattering portrayal of the crea-
tionists, to put it mildly. For a correction to this distortion, see Carol Iannone, The Truth About Inherit the Wind in 
the journal First Things, February 1997, pp. 28-33. 
2 Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, p. 750. 

“A worldview is a way of viewing or interpreting 
all of reality. It is a framework through which one 
makes sense of the data of life and the world.” 
(Norman Geisler and William Watkins). 
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Evolution as a theory of origins has a precommitment to Naturalism. For instance, Richard Daw-
kins, a revered evolutionary philosopher, betrays his commitment to Naturalism when he says, 
“Biology is the study of complicated things that give the appearance of having been designed for 
a purpose” (The Blind Watchmaker, pg. 1). Why would he acknowledge that these things will be 
universally recognized as having the appearance of design, yet suggest that they could not actual-
ly be designed? Similarly, Biologist Francis Crick writes, “Biologists must constantly keep in 
mind that what they see was not designed, but rather evolved” (“What Mad Pursuit”, First 
Things, 10/86). These statements betray the fact that evolution is necessitated by philosophical 
Naturalism.  

While this view is essentially atheistic in its approach to science, the foundation of this 
worldview is, without question, philosophical and religious. It is a statement of faith. 

 B. Supernaturalism 

The second worldview is Supernaturalism. It is founded on the assumption that the material 
world is not all there is or all that can be known; therefore, explanations need not be limited to 
natural phenomenon. Like naturalism, this assumption is something that cannot be proved. It is a 
starting point and it defines what kinds of questions that may be asked in research. The founda-
tion of this worldview is also philosophical with religious implications.  

Comparing these two worldviews provides both similarities and distinctions. 

Similarities: 

• Both are essentially philosophical in nature. 
• Both begin with an unprovable assumption (the existence and intervention of God/the non-

existence/non-intervention of God). 
• Both are based on faith. 
• Both provide a foundation for how we view the evidence we see in the world. 

Difference: 

• One admits only naturalistic explanations; the other acknowledges at least the possibility that 
God has and does intervene in the universe. 

From this, we can recognize that the debate about the origins of the universe is not about evi-
dence. Both the creationist and the evolutionist (and all the positions in between) use the same 
evidence. It is rather about one’s interpretation of the evidence. Conclusions differ due to the 
chosen starting point. When one begins with Naturalism, he cannot conclude that God created 
the universe. He has, at the beginning, ruled out at least one option as legitimate because it con-
flicts with his precommitment to philosophical Naturalism.  
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Forensic science 
observes effects 
and guesses at the 
process. 

II. Micro-Evolution and Macro-Evolution 

A second, foundational issue in origins debate is the distinction between micro-evolution and 
macro-evolution. The commonly used term evolution usually refers to the macro-evolution. This 
sees the process of natural selection as the explanation of the evolution from one species to an-
other. It is how a single cell ultimately became a man. Micro-evolution is the kind of evolution 
that occurs within a species. We see an example of this in viruses that mutate and become re-
sistant to a particular drug treatment.  

Darwin’s theory is macro-evolution in that it sees the process of natural selection as the explana-
tion for the evolution of one species to another. Yet, one can, as creationists do, recognize that 
micro-evolution can and does occur, without accepting macro-evolution as the explanation for 
the world that we see. For instance, it is true that slight (micro) mutations (changes) take place 
within their kind if insects and animals are exposed to different environments. In fact, this can be 
observed in the laboratory and in nature (though they never become anything other than the in-
sect or animal that they are). However, it is another thing entirely to suggest that this evidence 
should be interpreted as the explanation for the Origin of Species (macro-evolution) because 
there is simply no proof that micro-evolution (which everyone accepts) demands macro-
evolution. 

This again underscores that the debate is not about evidence. Both the evolutionist and the crea-
tionist view the same evidence.  

III. Operation Science and Forensic Science 

In some ways, this debate is also a debate about the nature of science. The American Journal of 
Physical Anthropology recommends the following strategy: 

In any confrontation, you should be prepared to show that evolution is scientific, not that it is 
correct . . . One need not discuss fossils, intermediate forms, or probabilities of mutation. 
These are incidental. The question is, what is science, and what is religion. Therefore, if you 
must confront the creationists, we suggest you discuss the nature of science, the kind of 
knowledge it can provide, and the kind it cannot provide. (A Recommendation to the Associ-
ation Concerning Creation, Volume 2, 1983; 457-458) 

This approach does not do justice to the necessary distinction between origin science and opera-
tion science. Not all of the science behind the origins debate is opera-
tion science. Operation science observes a process. With operation sci-
ence you can conduct experiments again and again to confirm or falsify 
theories. Much of the science involved in origins is forensic science. 
Forensic science observes effects and guesses at the process. It gathers 
evidence and generates an explanation for the evidence. Because origin 
science involves phenomena that no one observed and cannot be repeat-

ed, it does not strictly adhere to the scientific method.  
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What does the Scripture Say? 

One of the most commonly heard arguments in this debate is that you cannot mix religion and 
science. We are told that religion has no place in the science classroom, and science has no place 
in religious studies.  

As we have seen above, it is impossible to completely separate religion and science, particularly 
in the realm of origins because there was no one there to observe it. Whichever view you take, it 
is ultimately a religious view, a view based on faith. The theory of evolution hangs on the non-
existent “missing links.” This theory has arisen out of Naturalism to explain the origin and exist-
ence of the universe without appealing to a God they cannot see, and do not believe in.  

The Bible tells us that God created the universe: In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth (Genesis 1:1). Genesis, the book of beginnings, describes for us the creation of the uni-
verse from nothing until it was complete. It tells us it was done in days that were marked by 
“night and day,” meaning that they were our normal solar days of twenty-four hours. It presents 
them as six, successive days, probably as recent as eight to ten thousand years ago, perhaps as 
few as six thousand. However, the Biblical record does not leave room for millions of years 
without twisting and distorting the normal reading of the text.  

This account from Scripture does not in any way contradict what science has proven. In fact, if 
Scripture is true, then we should expect to see exactly what we see. Everything that we know of 
in the material universe is perfectly consistent with a Creator God Who has the power to create 
the world from nothing.  

Evidence for a Young Earth Created by God 

From the time we are children, we are taught that the Earth is ancient and has been around since 
long before the first appearance of life on its surface. Famous people and “credentialed” science 
writers in white lab coats again and again refer to these long ages of time. News broadcasters and 
public television nature programs refer to billions of years as a matter of established fact. Every-
one knows that science has proven the Earth to be billions of years old, right? Wrong! The fact is 
that the evidence tends to present a much different picture than is often presented in popular me-
dia. Some of the best evidence shows the Earth to be somewhere in the range of 6,000 to 10,000 
years old.  

Dennis Peterson, in his book, Unlocking the Mysteries of Creation, lists over 35 evidences for a 
young Earth. Organizations such as Answers in Genesis (www.answersingenesis.org) and The 
Institute for Creation Research (www.icr.org) are also well-stocked with scientific information 
concerning the evidences for a young earth. 

Let’s look briefly at some of the most common “evidences” for an old earth and see how they 
measure up. 
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1. What about dinosaurs? Aren’t they millions of years old?  

No. There is no actual evidence that dinosaurs are millions of years old. In fact, many dinosaurs 
seen in museums are constructed from very few bones. When these bones are found, they do not 
have labels that identify them or their age, nor do they have photographs that show us what they 
looked like. So scientists must provide that information from elsewhere.  

The truth is that dinosaurs are perfectly consistent with the biblical record of a relatively young 
earth. Job appears to be speaking of dinosaurs when he mention Leviathan in Job 41.  

2. What about dating methods, such as radioactive dating? Don’t they prove an old earth?  

Those who perform these dating methods make many assumptions that may or may not be valid. 
Dennis Peterson writes: 

Scientists are aware of over 70 methods that can give us ideas of the Earth’s age. We could 
call these “GEOLOGIC CLOCKS.” All of them are based on the obvious reality that natural 
processes occurring steadily through time produce cumulative and often measurable results. 
Most of these “clocks” give a relatively young age for the Earth. Only a few of them yield a 
conclusion of billions of years. Those few are loudly publicized to support the commonly held 
theory of gradualism. (Unlocking the Mysteries of Creation, pg. 35) 

Take a rock, for example. If we want to find out how old it is, we could look for certain elements 
or compounds that in time break down into other elements or compounds. We might look for a 
special isotope of uranium and the element it eventually breaks down (decays) into, which is a 
special isotope of lead. In our rock specimen, we find some of this special uranium and some of 
the lead into which it decays (the “daughter” element). The lead is called the daughter element 
because it comes from the breakdown of its mother element, uranium. We can measure how 
much lead is in the rock, and because we think we know how fast (or slowly) the uranium would 
decay into lead, the amount of the special lead in the rock should tell us how old the rock is. In 
other words, the amount of lead present in the rock would have resulted from a certain amount of 
uranium decaying over X number of years into lead. For all this to yield a specific time frame in 
millions or billions of years, certain assumptions are made. 

First, it is assumed how much of the various elements were there to begin with. For example, if 
God created the rock in question as the Bible teaches is true of all matter in the universe, then 
how do we know whether He created the rock with lead already in it? In order for this dating sys-
tem to be accurate, you have to assume that there was a point in the history of that rock in which 
it possessed no lead. That is at best an unfounded guess. 

Second, it is assumed that there is no contamination of the samples. In order for this dating 
method to work, your sample has to remain unaffected by its environment. Remember, this unal-
tered state must be maintained for “billions” of years! No lead can seep into or out of our rock or 
it would throw off our measurement. This requires what scientists call a closed system. In his 
book, Scientific Creationism, Henry Morris argues that there are no closed systems outside of the 
laboratory. A closed system is ideal for analysis, but non-existent in the real world. 
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The third major assumption is that the rate of decay has remained constant over time. This leaves 
no room for any event that would affect the decay rate. It is a well-documented fact that decay 
rates can be increased and decreased when substances are exposed to radiation and X-rays. The 
very same scientists who insist that radiation bombarding the primitive Earth could have sparked 
non-living chemicals to life also suggest that there has not been any significant radioactivity in 
the past that could have affected decay rates. They cannot have it both ways. 

3. What about the layers of fossils, like we see at the Grand Canyon? Don’t they prove an old 
earth?  

For years, scientists have insisted that the layers of rock we find in places like the Grand Canyon 
could only be formed over eons of time by the slow process of erosion. Creationists are ridiculed 
for suggesting that a global flood could produce the same results in a matter of days or years. In 
1980, Mt. St. Helens erupted and rapidly produced up to 600 feet thickness of strata. What geol-
ogists were saying would take thousands of years occurred while scientists watched. It only took 
about eleven years to produce results that had we not witnessed the event would have been 
judged to have taken ages.  

Intelligent Design  

Intelligent Design involves a number of pieces of evidence that the universe was created, includ-
ing the idea of irreducible complexity which is illustrated, for example, by the eye which could 
not function without all of its complex wiring and subsystems in place. Thus, any animal which 
requires eyesight for survival (that would be just about all of them!) also requires a fully func-
tioning, complex eye all at once. There is no time for the eye to evolve and at the same time al-
low the animal to survive. Because this complexity is sudden, chance cannot account for its ex-
istence; it must be by intentional, intelligent design. 

Conclusion 

Does the Bible contradict science? No, so long as we properly understand what the Bible says 
and the limitations of science. To put it simply, science is ill-equipped to comment authoritative-
ly on how the universe came into being.  

Remember the earlier discussion on operation science and origin science. Origin science is fo-
rensic in nature. It observes effects and guesses at causes. It looks at what is now, and tries to 
figure out what was then. It does not fit the general definition of science that is tied to observa-
tion, prediction, testing, and repetition.  

Evolutionary theory is also ill-equipped because it is saddled with its precommitments to Natu-
ralism and Atheism. It immediately, and without reason, rules out at least one possible explana-
tion. So whatever evidence points to that explanation is automatically ruled out and given anoth-
er explanation.  

Evolutionary theory also suffers from incompleteness. It is forced to fill in missing pieces in or-
der to explain the evidence. In order to explain how an animal got from point A to point Z, it has 
to invent points B through X, because they are not extant (existing and known), and there is no 
evidence that they ever existed in the chain. Points B through X are mentioned not because they 
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are known to exist, but because they are necessary to reach the predetermined conclusion driven 
by the commitment to Naturalism.  

There are alternatives to evolutionary theory. If the account given in the Book of Genesis, and 
repeated throughout the Scriptures is true, we would expect to see exactly what we see. There is 
nothing in this universe that is contrary to the biblical account of Scripture.  

The Bible records many of the great works of God interacting in human history. These works are 
inconceivable to our human minds, but they are recorded to show us God’s great power. He di-
vided the Red Sea for Israel to cross. He fought wars for them. He came into this world in Christ. 
He turned water into wine. He raised the dead. He fed thousands with five loaves and two fish. 
Ultimately, He rose from the dead, having performed the greatest miracle of conquering death. 
The God Who did all of this, created our world.  

The God who created the world is the God who will one day judge the world. Through his grace, 
He has provided a way for us to escape the judgment that will come on the world because of sin. 
Jesus came into this world and died so that we have freedom from sin and forgiveness through 
faith in Him.  

The One who created the world is the One who gives us eternal life in Christ. Only by coming to 
Christ for forgiveness from sin can you have that eternal life. The Bible tells us that the God who 
caused light to shine out of darkness is the God who causes the light of the glory of Christ to 
shine in our hearts. Receive the salvation found in Christ alone so that you may know the Creator 
God.  

 

 

 



Community Bible Church is committed to helping each member of your family live 
out the purposes for which God made us. We offer ministries and events targeted to 
every age group to help equip each person to live a life filled with meaning:

• May 26th and June 23rd at 6:00 are the next two installments of the Oneness 
Marriage series. All who want to learn more about God’s design for marriage are 
welcome to attend. 

• May 27th at Noon is our annual Memorial Day Picnic at the Ministry Center.  Feel 
free to bring your favorite yard games, lawn chairs, and bikes/toys for kids to ride on 
in a roped-off area of the parking lot.

• June 8th is the annual Home Plate event at Comerica Park - on-field clinic for kids, 
testimonies from Tiger players, food coupon, souvenirs, and a Tiger game.  Cost is 
$34.  Tickets are available in the Resource Center.

• July 7th begins a 13-week series on the topic of Finances during the Discovering 
God (11:00) hour.

• July 14-18 is Vacation Bible School where each evening at 6:00, kids (K-5th) will 
have a blast with The Incredible Race.

• August 9th is our annual Mudhens game at Fifth Third field in Toledo. 

• September 13-14 is a Couple’s Retreat at the Gull Lake Conference Center (see 
www.gulllake.org) with guest speaker, Biblical counselor Rick Thomas – see Rick’s 
bio at www.rickthomas.net. 

• Pioneer Clubs and Community Institute meet each Wednesday at 7:00 from 
September – April. Pioneer Club is a Christ-centered ministry for K-5th that is 
designed to teach the truth of the Bible in a structured yet fun environment.  Teens 
meet for the High Impact Students while the adults gather for Community Institute 
which offers classes on the Bible and practical Christian living. 

• Growth Partners involves the daily study of a portion of the Bible, weekly 
memorization of Bible verses and the weekly study of a resource that 
provides insights to the biblical profile of maturity for a man or woman of God. 
Partners meet weekly or biweekly to pray, discuss the reading assignments 
and review the memory verses. This time is also an opportunity for partners 
to share the daily events and concerns of their lives in a confidential setting. 
See the Welcome Desk for more information. 

Please consider participating in these or any of our other events. We’d love to have 
your family become a part of our family!

Find all our events at www.cbctrenton.com


